Car Bombs Kill 15, Wound 23 
in Algeria 


PARIS — Two car bombs killed I5 people and 
wounded 23 in hatels in a thermal resort in nurth- 


west Algerîa on weekend, the Algerian newspaper 
Le Marin sıid on Sunday. 

The newspaper said the bombs exploded 10 min- 
utes apart in Sidi Bouhanifia, about 325 km (200 
miles) from the capital, Algiers. 


(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Iran, China (all For Expansion of TIES 


industrial and trade capabilities of 
these countries, tripartite coopera- 
tion will help them overcome their 
needs on the one hand and boost 
regional cooperation on the other. 


(Contd on Pg. 14) 


دریجه های راس سیستم آبیاری 
پوشش فلزی تخلیه کننده عمقی 

دریچه های تخلیه کنتده عمقی 
پوشش ففزی تحت فشار ذیروگاه 


بوشش ظقظزی عدسی انتهانی ندروگاه 


the region will help maintain sta- 
bility in the region. 

Referring to Iran, China andl 
Russia as strategic countries of the 
world and the region, President 
Rafsanjani said that given the po- 
tentials and political, economic, 
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Tehrar Times Service 


TEHRAN — President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani received Chi- 
nese Vice-Premier Li Lanqing 
here yesterday and told him that 
close cooperation between Iran 
and China aš ‘wo great powers of 
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YOL. KIX: 26; MONDAY MAY 5, 1997: ORDIBEHESHT 15, 1376: ZIL-HAIIEH 27, 1417 


yT Norway 
Under Zionist Influence 


had suggested giving credit, bank- 
ing and trade facilities to Iran. 
However, because of the country's 


„ dependence on the said circles, the 


proposal was not welcomed hy 


` Iran. 


On the existing problems in 
carrying out the terms of the 
"*Dayton peace agreement", Mo- 
hammadi criticized lack of sig- 
nificant prugress, in military and 
civilian fields. 

. He stated that despite the exist- 
ing deficiencies in the agreement, 
the Islamic Republic supported it 
in order to end the bloodshed and 
massacre of innocent people of 
Bosnia. From frun’s point of view 
the main condition for establishing 
peace is for conflicting sides to 
respect the terms of the ayrèe- 
ment. 

Mohammadi strongly criticized 
the fact that the war criminals have 
not been prosecuted and continue 
to influence the decision making 
centers. In order to eliminate theê 
problems, it is essential to create 
the proper conditions for the re- 
turn of refugees and war displaced 


(Contd on Pg. 14) 


oie Shalid Rqjaie Dam 


a 
ken 


Barmera? : 
shahid Rajaie Dam is consiructed ûf some 40 kmı souiheasi of 
Sari fownship on Tujan River, Tangeh Soleyman location. 

* Type of Dum: Cortcrete double curvature arch 

* Length of Crest: 427m 

* Thickness of Dam at Foundation Level: 27m 

* Volume of Dany's Reservoir: 191 million cubic meters 
* Height of Dam: 135m 1 

^ Thickness of Dam af Crest Level: 7m . 1 
”.Level of Crest: 493m MLA.S.L (meter above sea level) 


Objectives of Plan: 
The objectives behind cretiion of Shahid Rajûie 
Dam re mainly: 
1- Increasing under cultivation rice fields up 
to 60,000 hectares 
2- Generating water electricity up {O 3 X 5/2 MW 
3- Holding back Tajan River torrents 


5 * CUENT: Mazandaran Regional Water Board 


* CONTRACTOR: NEYRPERSE CO. IRAN 


ADDRESS: NEYRPERSE Co., o. 9 928, 


۱ Between Kalej and Ostad Najatollahi, 


Enghelab Ave., Tehran. 
: 768 051-4 9 


TEHRAN. Referring to the state- 
` ment by the Norwegian Foreign 


Ministry on limiting trade ties with 
Iran, Mahmoud Mohammadi the 
Iranian Foreign Ministry spokes- 


` man stated that Norway is strongly 
` ‘ımder the influence of the policies 


of international Zionism and U.S. 
and due to this it has always taken 
stands in liné with Israeli and U.S. 
policies against the Islamic Repub- 
lic of Iran. 

"This dependence prompted Iran 
to recall its amhassador from Nor- 
way in 1995 and cut economic ahd 
trade ties with that country, added 
the Foreign Ministry spokesman. 

Mohammadi, while emphasiz- 


` ing that Norway has always fol- 
1owed an anti-Islamic policy added 


that another sign Of. this country's 
dependence is the recent vote in 
favor of Israel at the UN General 
Assembly. 

The Foreign Ministry spoke- 


` man referring to the recent stand 


by the Norwegian Foreign Minis- 
ter Bjorn Tore Godal, in the wake 
of the latest crisis in relations be- 
tween [ran and the EU, said that 
the ne banking officials 


Design, Macfie Installation and Commissioning of Shahid 
` Rajaie Dam Hydromechanical Equipment by the Iranian Experts 
Is an Ever-Lasting Honor for the Grand Iranian Nation 


. Qatar, Jordan Reject Israeli 
. Settlement Policy 
DOHA — -— Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh Abdallah 
ibn Khalifa al-Thanî and his Jordanian coumterpart 


Jur Philo BE‏ ( ئ 


Air‏ ى 
.Commimder‏ 
Arrives in Tehran‏ 


. KHATAK 

Tehran Times Service 
. TEHRAN — The Pakistani Air 
Forte Commander Mohammad 
Abbas Khatak, heading. a military 
delegation, arrived hêre on Sun- 

- day, IRNA reported. 

; „. During his four-day stay, 
.Khatak is to discuss further pro- 
motion of Tehran-I[slamabad rela- 
` tions with senior Iranian political 


and military officials including his . 


counterpart, Brigadfer Habib 


. Bagae Minister of Defense, Mo- . 
ا ا‎ 1 


advanced fighters from France and 
chemical industries from Ger- 


many. Even the military experts of f 


the former Soviet Union were con- 
ducting war operations from Basra 
headquarters. Moreover, the U.S. 
officially entered the war by at- 
tacking Iranian oil platforms and 
Airbus. He underscored that the 
key to the victory of the iranian 
nation either during the sacred de- 
fense or the construction era is ifs 
independence in decision making. 


Iranians are sympathetic to 
Iran, he şaid urging the Iranians 
abroad to contribute to the devel- 
opment and construction of their 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 


against the heavily armed enemy 
and did not allow the enemy to 
annex a single inch of its territory. 
Finally Îran emerged victorious 
from the war in spite of the fact 
that Iraq used to receive the most 
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wishes of the East, West and the 
reactionary countries. This is why 
the enemies finally resorted to war 
to extinguish the Islamic Revolu- 
tion. 

The Iranian’ nation stood 


President Invites Iranian Experts Abroad to Contribute to Development of Iran 


FIRST INTERNATIONAL C4THERINC OF IRANIAN SCIENTISTS, THINKERS STARTS FORK. 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani here yester- 
day inaugurated the first interna- 
tional seminar of Iranian 
scientists, experts and thinkers 

In his inaugural speech, Presi- 
dent Rafsanjani dwelt on the 
achievements of the Islamic Revo- 
ution and recalled different stages 
of the Revolution, the imposed 
Iraqi war and the propaganda cam~- 
Paign launched against Iran by the 
arrogant powers. Lauding the he- 
roic resistance of the Iranian na- 
tion against the East, West andl 
reactionary countries Juring the 8 
years of sacred defense, Rafsan- 
jani said the enemies thought that 
despite Iran's victory in thêè war it 
would not be able to succeed in the 
reconstruction of the country. 

Despite its fertile soil, vast 
natural resources and skilled and 
professional manpower, for years 


the rights of Iranian nation were . 


trampled upon, buf now under the 
Islamic Revolution every Iranian 
should make all efforts to give his 
country the position it really dè- 
serves. 

The Islamic Revolution 
achieved victory despite the 


SO Session Of Asia-Africa Consultative Legal Cormmission Opens 


ment of the refugees in the Balkans 
and the countries of African Con- 
tinent, the vice president sug- 


° gested that there was a need for 


‘formation of a permanent interna- 

tional tribunal’ to investigate the 

maltreatment of the refugees. 
Concerning the new trend of 


` practices, which run contrary to 


` (Contd on Pg, 14) 
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International Workshop 
Gene Expression in Eukaryotic Cells 
Molecular Analysis of Gene Products 
July 26-31,1997, NRCGEB - Telıran, Iran 


OR 

Goliael, B. .NRCGEB, Tehran, Iran 

Adel, K. University of Windsor, Ontario, Canada 
DIRECTOR: 

Adelî, K. University of Windsor, Ontario, Canada 


LECTURE TOPICS: 
* mechanisms and Regulation of Gene Expression in Eukaryotic cells 
* Practical Techniques in Gene Transfection of Eukaryotic cells 
* Practical Techniques in Analysis of celluar RNA; 

Norther Blot Analysis of RNA 

- RNase. Protection Assay of RNA 1 
Practical Techniques in In Vitro Translation of RNA & Protein Synthesis 
* Practical Techniques in Analysis of Gene Products: 

Immunoblotting & immunoprecipitation 

LABORATORY TOPICS: 

* Cell transfection of Eukaryotic cells 


refugees and that Iran has without 
any pre-conditions helped the 
refugees and provided assistance 
to the UNHCR. 

Habibi underlined that the 
countries, of which several natioa- 
als have sought refuge in other 
countries, should arrange the repa- 
triation of their nationals. 
Referring to the inhuman treat- 


ing course book, Tuncheon, coffee breaks, 


fist of püblications (if any) to: 


*  ksolation of Total RNA from Transfected cells 


Northerm- Blot Analysis of RNA 
In vitro Translation of Total RNA 
immunoblotting 


E 
¥ 
E 


PARTICIPANTS: . 


Participants must have a basic working knowledge of biochemistry, molecular biology and 
inoived in research where ihe potential application of the course material would be 
Preference wil be given to Ph.D students. Registration is limited to 20 participants, 


REGISTRATION FEE: 


The registration fee for the course is U.S.sS 1000 includ 
excursion and certificate of attendance. 


LANGUAGE: English 


CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS: June 10, 1997. 
CONTACT: 


Submit your application form, curriculum vitae and a shor! 
NRCGES, P.O, BOX: 141556343 


Tel: (+98) 21 6415036 
Fax: (+98) 21 6419834 


NATIONAL RESEARCH CENTER FOR GENETIC ENGINEERING & BIOTECHNOLOGY 


Tehran, fran 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN —~ First Vice President 
Hassan Habibi here Saturday in- 
augurated the 36th session of Asia- 
Africa Consultative Legal 
Commission, IRNA reported. 

In his opening speech, Habibi 
said that the Islamic Republic of 
Iran gave special importance to the 
work conducted by the commis- 
sion during the past 40 years, add- 
ing that the commission has played 
a vital role in exchange of valuable 
anıd beneficial experiences in legal 
aspects among governments. 

The first vice president stated 
that different nations have gained 
insight to the recent developments 
in the areas of international law 
through the exchange of views in 
the annual commission. 

He pointed out the complexity 
of the refugees issue as ‘the ago- 
nizing problem of the twentieth 
century” facing both the Asian and 
African continents due to social, 
economic and political upheavais. 

Due to the nature of complexity 
of the refugees issue, the Consuit- 
ative Legal Commission has put 
the suhject on the top of its agenda 


‘to study their situation, and the 


treafment which they have re- 
ceived during the last threc Jec- 
ades,. he added. 

Referring to the statistics re- 
leased hy the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugzes 
(UNHCR), Habibi stated that the 
islamic Republic of Iran has pro- 
vided shelter to a large number of 


Narcotic Drugs 
Seized in Kerman 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — 123 kilograms of 
opium were confiscated in Ker- 
man. eastern İran, in the past few 
days and the smugglers were 
handed over to the reèelevant 
authorities. 

99.5 kgs of the confiscated 
drugs werê hidden in automobiles 
passing through Kerman Prov- 
ince, IRNA reported. 

The remaining 23.5 kgs were 
discovered by the Law Entorce- 
ment Forces in an ucCident in the 
Sirjan area from a Landrover. 
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Ren Minister Ali Akbar Velayatî is to visit Egypt, Lebanon 
and Yemen this week to invite the heads of the three tslamic 
states to atfend the OIC Summit slated for December this year. 

Velayafi’s visit to Egypt and Iran's invitation underline Iran's 
determination to consolidate ties among Muslim countries. 

' The OIC is the most suitable venue for Muslim countries to sort 
out their differences. Iran has already said that the more Egypt 
distances itself from Israel the closer it can get to Iran. 

Since the death of jamal Abul Nasser, the Arab world has faced 
a vacuum in Arab leadership. In the aftermath of the 1978 Camp 
David Accord, Egypt remained isolated in the Arab world for about 
one and a half decades. But the Madrid and Oslo accords initially 
ended Egypt's isolation. 

Though the Arab world from the beginning of the peace process 
envisaged that the Madrid and Oslo agreements could put an end 
to the Arab-israeli crisis, the White House, the main sponsor of the 
so-called peace talks, has officially admitted that the peace process 
is dead. 

Almost all the Arab countries have realized that the deadlock in 
the Middle East talks vindicates İran’‘s stance on the issue. 

The deadlock in the Middle East talks calls for stronger unity 
among Muslims. lf the Arab world emerges as a monolithic anti-ls- 
raeli bloc, it would be easier for the [Islamic world to deal with the 
expansionist Israel. 

Taking into account Egyp!’s historical role in Arab-lslamic world, 
Cairo can play an active role in Islamic world provided it reviews 
its policy towards Israel. 

Today almost all the Arab countries have realized that the 
so-called peace process cannot lead to a genuine peace in the 
region. They have also realized that the Zionist regime received 
everything it needed from the Arabs through the peace process 
while it gave them nothing. It is not going to give them anything in 
the future either. 

Cooperation among the Muslim countries is a necessity toady. 
Iran’s new approach to the Arab world has its roots in the new 
developments in region. However, Iran's emphasis onı regional 
cooperation is not a tactic, it is a principle enshrined in the 
Constitution. 

The only way out of the present impasse in the Middle East peace 
process is the formation of a united islamic bloc. The OIC summit 
in Tehran is an appropriate platform for this purpose. Egypt must 
review its Israel policy and play an active role in the OIC’s Decem- 
ber summit in Tehran. 


Iranian 
Ambassador Calls 
On Vatican PM 


Tehran Times Serviçe 


TEHRAN — The newly-ap- 
pointed Amhassador of Iran to 
Vatican Hojjatoleslam Moham- 
mad Hadi Abd Khodaei called on 
the Vatican Premier Angelo 
Saudano on Saturday, an IRNA 
report sail. 


The Vatican premier sail he 
was honored to see that lhe Islamic 
nation in [run have deep-rooted 
belief in their religion and that the 
Islamic Republic of [ran is a 
staunch observer of the Catholic 


Iraqi Kurdish 
Group Lauds Iran’s 
Peace Inilialives 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN —jn a statement issued 
in Damascus on Saturday the Is- 
lamic Movement Party (IMP) of 
Iraq praised the efforts of the Is- 
lamic Repubiic of [ran which 
brought peace, stability and tran- 
quilîty to the Kurdistan of Iraq. 


According to IRNA,. the siale- 
ment read that the efforts of Ta- 
hran settled peace between the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) and the Islamic Movement 


Party MP1. minority in that country. 
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Leader Visits Tehran Int'l Book Fair 


WY 


TEHRAN (May 4) — The Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei visits the 10th 


nificance of holding the book fair 
and called on the concermeêdl min- 
istries to promote a culture of 
book rezding in young adults. 


solve those problems. 

At the end of his vist, the 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
in a radio talk underlined the sig- 


IPO Coordination Council fo Honor 
36,000 Martyrs From Tehran: 


Part of the statement faxed to 
Tehran Tinıes reals: *“The mar- 
tyrs made untiring efforts and 
sel fsacnfices in the warfronts to 
ward off aggressors from the 
country’s borders, '' adding that it 
is now incumbent on tht nation to 
honor these self-sacrifices and 
valorous military deeds by re- 
minding the young generation of 
the Islamic Revolution and keep- 
ing the memory alive. 


Telıran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The Coordination 
Council of the Islamic Propagu- 
tion Organization (PO) released 
a statement inviting the people to 
participate massively in cerenu- 


nies to honor the memory of 


36,000 martyrs from Tehran 
Province. The ceremonies started 
yesterday and will last until 
Thursday, May 8. 


Tehtan International Book Fair. 


Tehran Tunas Sarrice 


TEHRAN — The Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah 
Seyed Ali Khamenei, yesterday 
paid a three-hour visit to the 10th 
Tehran International Book Fair. 
During his visit, the leader talked 
to some authors and translators as 
well as publishers on the latest 
developments affecting the book 
markéft. 


Ayatollah Khamenei, who was 
accompanied by Minister of Cul- 
ture and Islamic Guidance Mo- 
stafa Mirsalim, listened to the 
problems posed by publishers 
with regard to publication and 
distribution of books, and gave 
his own insights on how to re” 
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President Lauds 
Progress in Iranian 
Engineering Capalilily 


TEHRAN — President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani said here on 
Sunday that Iranian experts have 
acquired such a high level of skill 
in carrying out large scale devel- 
opment plans that they are now 
able to design and implement 
more complex projects to develop 
ınodern Islamic civilization. 

In a message to the fourth in- 


. ternational conference on civil 


engineering, President Rafsan- 
jani said the initiatives of Iranian 
engineers and technicians have 


served to bring about innovation . 


and new methods in engineering 
designing. 

The three-day international 
confab on civil engineering 
opened in Tehran today with par- 
ticipation of experts from 28 
‘countries. 


Consullatire Conference 0i 
Suciety for Agricultnre 
fredifs Opens 


TEHRAN — The Seventh Con- 
ference of Society for Agriculture 
Credits opened here on Sunday. 
attended by representativeês from 
20 Asian and Pacific countries. 

In his opening speech, Iran's 
Minister of Agriculture Issa 
Kalantarî said that the confêrence 
has provided the Islamic Republic 
with an opportunity to benefit 
from experiences of sacred memr- 
ber states and thse of other coun- 
tries in extending credits for 
agriculture sector. 

In turn, he said, the Islamic 
Republic i is ready to offer those 
countries the experiences it has 
acquired during its national con- 
struction era. 

„Also present at the conference 
was the representative of the 
United Nations Food and Agri- 
culture Organization (FAO) who 
gave a lecture on the projects and 
programs implemented so far and 
on reviewing agriculture credits 
policies. 


‘Tehran, Beijing Hold First 


Bl tries to prevênt the holding of the Islamî 
Canference Organization's Summit Meeting in 
Ti new almosphere has been created, indi- 
cling the OIC. member states’ willingness to. ac- 
tiyely participate in the 8th Summit Meefing, to be 
êhran in December 1997, 
.; Jhe:new atmosphere is worth considering 
a. wo aspedis: ûn the one hand the summit E. 
improve ties among the members of this large Islamic 
7 onthe othet, it will boost the organization's capabilities 
ing with polîtical, regional and international issues. : 
Undoubtedly, the füuture of international security is subject to 
tesolution of a number of complicated issues exišting 
afirelations. The most important of these problems 
relations of big and small countries (fragile 
ic and military ties) arms control, protection of 
enVifonmieiit,: cultural i invasion, and regional crises, especially i in 
ie Middle East. 
` Theê foundations of Islam, the honor and rights of the Muslims, 
and the independence of Islamic states have never been so inter- 
nafionally.threatened as they are today. Therefore the OIC’s main 
task, based on its principles and primary goals, is fo establish 
tslamic solidarity and unîty in the face of the clear hostilities of 
Islam's enemies, and to defend Islamic values and Muslims’ rights. 

While some OIC members consider Iran's measure an appro- 
priate step to reconcile the components of {he world of Islam, 
welcoming and supporting if, some seditious sources have ex- 
pressed concern over the improvement of the Islamic Republic of 
iran's ties with other Muslim states. They do not hide their oppo- 
sition to the holding of the OIC summit in Tehran. 

These sources are afraid of unity in the world of Islam: over the 
past few years their main propaganda target against the lslamic 
Republic of Iran has been to frighten Iran's neighbors of its oppo- 
sition to the so-called Middle East peace talks. 

With the warm welcome gîven by the [sfamic leaders to the OIC 
summit in Tehran, this fo6l has lost its efficiency. Now Zionist 
circles fear that Arab-lslamic countries’ close cooperation will 
undermine balance of Arab-fşraeli ties and that the Zionist regime, 
with the U.S. support, will not be able to dictate sepinlers on the 


Now the israeli regime fears that Iran's irreconcilable stance 
will force it to show flexibility in its negotiations with the Arabs. 
Therefore, Tel Aviv and its supporters spare no efforts fo weaken 
solidarity among the Işlamic countries. This is why they spread 
rumors İn order to create problems among the Islamic countries, 

Linking Iran to incidents such as the Dhahran explosion, spreading 
„Î rımors on the detention of elements linked to the Dhahran explosion, 
, [and the Berlin court's politicized, ballyhoo are among the Zionist 
circles’ efforts to undermine unity among the lslamic statés. 


Round of Talks 


The Chinese Vice-premier 
concluded that the restoration of 
peace and stability throughout the 
world and the broadening of co- 
operaiton between the Asian na- 
tions is the most effective method 
for attaning economic develop- 
ment aki as such is regarded top 
policy priorities of both Iran and 
Chim: (RNA) 
lran-Singapore Can 


Bridge ECO & ASEAN 


Tehran Times Sertire 
TEHRAN — Deputy Commerce 
Minister for Planning, Moham- 
mad Nahavandian, said Sunday 
„that Iran and Singapore can bridge 
verween economic blocs of the 
Economic Cooperation Organiza- 


` tion (ECO) and Association of the 


South East Asian Nation {(AS- 


EAN. ES 

Nahavandi, who is currently in 
Singapore at the head of 

a delegation to attend the 14th 

meeting of Asian “EDIFACT 
delegation, made the remak in a 
meeting with Acting Trade and 
Industry Minister of Singapore 
He expressed hope that the two 
countries can explore avenues for 
understanding each other's trade 
and economic resources. 


TEHRAN — Visiting Chinese 
Vice-Premier Li Lanqing and thè 
Iranian Vice-President Moham- 


. mad .Hashemi started their, first 


round of talks bere today with an 
emphasis on Tehran-Beijing pro- 
motion of bilateral relations in the 
matters of mutual interests at re- 
gional and international levels. 
At the meeting Hashemi ex- 
pressed his pleasure on the grow- 
ing trend of cooperation between 
the two nations, saying that the 
revival of the silk route and the 
full use of the advanced technol- 
ogy was an indication of the will- 
ingnèess of the two countries’ 
leaders for further strengthing 
and continuation of the ancient 


` Sino-lIran ties. 


Hashemi added that Islamic 


„. Iran has built up its foreign policy 


on the basis of mutual respect and 
common interests, further saying 
that based upon such a policy, 


, Tran will not accept any unprinci- 


pled suggestion from others. 
Li for his part expressed satis- 


,„ faction on the two nations” expan” 


sion of cooperation, indicating 
that Tehran and Beijing should 
prepare themselves for taking 


"bigger strides toward the promo- 
- tion of relations. 


Muslim nations. . 


Leader's Call Eehoed in 
Islamic Students 
Associnbion Manifesto 


Tehran Tiünes Service 
TEHRAN — The Islamic Stu- 
dents Association issued a mani- 
festo yesterday showing support 
for the words of the Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah 
Seyed Ali Khamenei, before a 
group of visiting preachers and 
ulama from across the country. 


Thè Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution, in his address, called 
on the enlightened and revolu- 
tionary «lama to play an active 


role in the presidential. elections, , 


alluding to “this trusted layer of 
the nation" as shorldering a 
grave responsibility in all activi- 
ties affecting the country includ- 
ing elections. 


Thè manifesto released by. the _ 


association also culled on the èn- 
lightened ulama to respond posi- 
tively to the call of the Leader, 
and invited people from all nooks 
of the country to turn out mas- 
sively for the presidential elec- 
tions and to select the candidate 
who is committed to İslam and 
Velayar-e-Faqih (Supreme Mus-: 
lim Jurisprudent}. - 
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slab by Mohare- 


percent, reaching to 2.32 thou- 


‘sends tons. 


Isfahan Steel Company pro- 
duced nearly 2.102 thousands tons 
of steel products in one year which 
shows a 60 percent increase when 
compared to the production of the 


computer industries. 

The member countries are also 
to cooperate with non-member ` 
countrièes in industrial field, he 
said adding, to this end interna- 
tional conferences will be held in 
cooperation with other countries. 

The group of eight developing. : 
Islamic countries comprises Iran, 
Turkey, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Egypt and 
Nigeria. 

Senior experts of the group in 


their forthcoming meeting will 


discuss results of thre recent meet- 
ing and will report to the D-8 
summit to bë held inı Istanbul in 
J 


Countries, namely Venezuela and 
Nigeria. 
JIodependent estimates showed 


stood at around two million bpd 
above its nominal ceiling of 
25.033 million bpd. 

Persian Gulf oil giants Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait and the UAE, 
which control nearly 45 percent of 
the world's recoverable crudé re- ` 
sources, have remained committed 
to their quotas apparently fearing 
a price collapse could badly hurt 


their budgets, which are already 


reeling under large deficits. 

Oil prices stood at 20 dollars in 
1996, their highest level since the 
ail boom of early 1980s. Analysts 
said they expected prices to be 
lower by nearly two dollars in 
1997 but they are expected to pick 
up in the last quarter, when êr 
mand improves’ and consumers 
buy more oil to replenish their 
inventories. 

In hîs first press comments 
since he took over in March, UAE 
Oil Minister Obaid ibn Saif a 
Nasiri said on Saturday prlcês 
would range .between 19 and 20 


“ dollars in the last quarter. He said 


| 
| 


The oil price surge in 1996 
boosted the income of Saudi Ar” 
bia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatêf« 
Oman #nd the UAE — which 
make up the Persian Gulf CooP” 
eration Council —~ by nearly 12 
billion dollars to £0 billion dollarê’ 


the production of 
keh Steel Complex increased by 30 ” 


` year before. 


. OPEC’s actual production in April 


before. 
According to a report published 
by the Public Relations Office of 
Ministry of Mines and Metals, 
production of bloom and slab by 
Khuzestan Steel Company in- 
ereasedl by more than 19 percent in 
the last Iranian. calendar year, 
reaching to 1,625 tons. 
Meanwhile, in'the same period 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - The Group of Eight 
Developing Islamic Countries 
agreed in Ankara Saturday ou de- 
signing, producing dnd marketing 
passenger aircraft, vehicles and 
electronic equipment. 

Advisor to Turkish Prime Min- 
ister Sedat Celikoglu Saturday 
evening termed the results of the 
2-day meeting as "highly fruit 
ful'’, IRNA reported. 

Hêe told reporters that the par- 
ticipants reached agreement on Je- 
signing helicopters and, joint 
production of automobile. 

They also agreed on launching 


Kuwait in 1990, to sell two billion 
dollars worth of crude every six 
months to buy food and medicine 
for its pebple. a 


But supplies are gradually in 
creasing as prices fell to below 18 
dollars this week and could slip 
further in the third quarter, oil 
analysts said. 

` “The fact that the deal with Iraq 


„ was mentioned by its value rather 


than the quantity of crude has cre- 
ated uncertainty in the oll market 
formula, "” said Nicolas Sarkis, Di- 
rector of the Paris-based Arab Oil 
Institute. 

“Iraq pumped around 550,000 
bpd when oil prices were nearly 23 
dollars. In the second week of 
April, prices declined to below 17 
dollars. meaning Iraqi crude sup- 
plies will reach 700.000 bpd," 
Sarkis wrote in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) economic weekly 

Emirates Today . 

“If prices continue their decline 
to 16 dollars, the [Iraqî crude sup- 
plies wil] rise to nearly 760,000 
bpd. This will further weaken the 
market," 

Oil pricès averaged more than 
20 dollars in the first quarter of 
1997 but are expected to remain 
below that level in the second and 
third quarters. ۰ 
Experts attributed this to grow- 
ing Iraqi crudlè supplies and per- 
sistent overproduction by some 
mêmbers of the {1-nation Organi- 
sation of Petroleum Exporting 
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Production of Steel Shows 32/4 Increase ر‎ 


Tehran 5 Service 
TEHRAN - Production of steel by 
the companies affiliated to the 
Ministry of Mines and Metals 
reached to 5.9 million tons in the 
past Iranian calendar year which 
shows a 32-percent increase when 
compared to the figures of the year 


$1.2bn Earned 
Through Carpet 
Exports 


annually more than $1.2 billion is 
earned through exports of hand- 
woven carpets. 

He added that carpet exports 
constitute two percent of the coun- 
try's total non-oil exports. 

One third of all the carpets 
woven in [ran are sold domesti- 
cally and the rest is exported, 
Shafei said. 


Persian Gulf States Face Lower 
Oil Prices in 1997 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN - Persian Gulf Arab 
states are set to lose the gains of 
1997 as the oil market begins to 
reel under extra Iraqi crude sup- 
plies and quota violations by some 
OPEC producers, experts said on 
Sunday. 

Oil prices have lost more than 
six dollars since they shot above 
24 dollars in January and they will 
Hikely remain weak in the next few 
months due to excess supplies and 
slackening seasonal demand, an 
AFP dispatch reported from Abu 
Dbabi. 

“There is no doubt Persian 
Gulf countries cannot expect an 
other strong performance by the 
oil market this year as was the case 
last year,.'” said Mohammed al- 
Asumi, chief economist at the 
state-run Emirates Industrial 
Bank. 


"The prolonged cold spel TR 
the Western Hemisphere of last 
year did not happen again this year 
and market supplies arè on the 
increase, '" 

Reopening its oil taps for the 
first time in more than six years, 
sanction-hit Iraq started to pump 
around 550,000 harrels per day of 
enue in December when oil prices 
were as high as 23-24 dollars. 


The exports were in line with 
an aSreement with the United Na- 
tions allowing Iraq, under crip- 
pling sanctions since it invaded 


Photo: Mojtaba Takin 


Nen-0il Export from 


E Azarbaijan 
Increases 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN - Various kinds of prod- 
ucts exported from East Azarbai- 
jan Province during last year 
showed an incrêase of 821 percent 
in value and 872 percent in weight 
comapred to the preceding year, it 
was announced Sunday. 

Rokhsareh Hashemi Zonouzi, 
an expert with the provincial insti- 
ute of standard ard industrial re- 
search added that over 681,000 
tons of different kinds of non-oil 
products worth Ris. 1.068 billion 
were exported from this province 
in 1375. 

Agricultural and livestock 
products, clothings, sanitary 
equipment and industrial products 
were among goods exported to 
Central Asian republics, the Per- 
sian Gulf littoral states and Euro- 
pean countries, she said. 


PAEE 4 economy - 


Prospec! for Invesimenî in 
Iran, Bright 


vestment hy foreign countries in 
cluding his country. 

Referring to the coordinated 
trend of development in various 
fields on the island, he said by 
introducing its free trade ports Iran 
can encourage Canadian investors 
to transfer their capitals to the rè 
gion. 

Salabery added that construc- 
tion of big ports and harbors for 
berthing of large ships would be 
effective in attracting foreign in- 
vestment (o the region. 


The Canadian diplomat also ex- 
pressed surprise at the high num- 
ber of projects being inplemented 
on the island and at the large vol- 
ume of domestic and foreign in- 
vestments made in the region. 

He said that the Qeshm Island 
enjoys high potentialities and fa- 
cilities for absorption of foreign 
investment. 


State Railways to Handle 


26m Tons of Cargo 


1376, which began on March 21. 
Afshar, who is also deputy min- 
ister of roads and transportation, 
estimated that the revenues of the 
company will amount to Ris. 1,050 
billion this year, IRNA reported. 


He further told reporters in this 
central province that a i16 percent 
rise is expected this year in han- 
dling of passengers and cargo by 
the railway company compared to 
last year. 


Afshar stressed that some 
RIs. 710 billion will be allocated to 
rehabilitation of 150 km of the 
railroad and repair of another 400 
km. 

As for expansion of the coun- 
try's railway network, he said that 
160 locomotives have pur- 
chased hy the company. 


Furthermore manufacture of 
„1,000 cargo wagons and purchase 
of 375 passenger cars are being 
considered, 


AN 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Managing Director of 
Iran's Railways Company, Sadeq 
Afshar said in Yazd Saturday that 
his comapany has the capacity to 
transfer some 26 million tons of 
cargo and 10.5 million passengers 
during the current Iranian year, 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN - Candian Ambassador 
to Tehran Michel de Salabery on 
Sunday in Qeshm Island described 
the prospects for investment in 
Iran as bright. 


MICHEL DE SALABER 

He said that with regards to 
growing trade and commercial re- 
lations between Iran and Canada, 
Canadian investors and business- 
men arê eager to invest in Iran, 
IRNA reported. 

The Candain ambassador is 
now visiting Qeshm Fret Trade 
Zone to assess possibility of in- 
vestments by Canadian investors, 
further added that free trade zones 
in Iran were suitahle place for in- 


Iran, UAE Discuss 
Promotion of Trade 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Iran's Ambassador to 
Abu Dhabi Hussein Sadeqi and 
President of the Chamber of Corm- 
merce and Industries of the United 
Arab Emirates Rahrmat Moham- 
mad Masoud Saturday discussed 
trade exchanges between Iranian 
and UAE private sectors. 

The UAE official voiced the 
readiness to provide Iranian firms 
with the necessary facilities to at- 
terıd the trade fairs in Abu Dhabi. 

24 commercial and industrial 
firms from [ran have put on dis- 
play thëir products in the ongoing 
Abu Dhabi Internationa! Trade 
Fair which opened Sunday. 


Fixing OPEC Production Quota 
Difficult Due to Price Hike 


Turning to Iraq's oil exports 
which are to earn the country two 
bition dollars in foreign exchange 
in six months, Alipour-Jedi said 
that Iraq exported 500,000 barreis 
a day to earn the hard currency at 
the start but later increased its ex- 
ports to 750,000 barrels to make 
up for the fall in prices. 

Oil prices truditionaHy improve 
in the second quarter of the year, 
he said adding, that this year it has 
been the opposite. 


APRACA Admits Central 
‘Asian Members 


Speaking on the sidelines of the 
APRACA meeting which opened 
here Friday, Akram said the next 
meeting will be held either in Paki 
stan or India. 

Among the objectives of 
APRACA are promoting of cduca- 
tional programs, exchange of in- 
formation and technical know- 
how among member states and 
consultations of member states 
with financial institutes such as the 
Islamic Development Bank. 

Senior directors from 53 bank- 
ing instittes in 2Û regiona] coun- 
tries attended the eleventh 
conference of APRACA. 


Tehran Tiues Service 
TEHRAN - The Asia-Pacific Ru- 
ral and Agricultural Association 
{APRACA) Conference has ac- 
cepled fran's proposal on the 
membership of Central Asian 
countries to the union. 


The head of the International 
Department of the Agricultural 
Bank, Mojtaha Akram, said here 
Saturday evening that Turkmenis- 
tan and Azerhaijan attended the 
meetings aS ohservers hut on Sal- 
urday Azerbaijan was admittêd as 
an official member of the group, 
IRNA reported. 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Head of the OPEC 
Affairs of Iranian Oil Ministry 
said here Sunday that with no criti 
cal political development, there is 
no reason to expect oil price hikes 
in the near future. 

Mohammad Alipour-Jedi 


added that under the current con- ` 


tinuous downward trend of prices, 
fixing quotas for the member 
countries of the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) is a difficult task, IRNA 
reported. 

Oil prices plunged at interna- 

.tonal markets due to increase in 
crude oil production by non- 
OPEC producers, production of 
OPEC memhers heyond the fixed 
ceiling, fall in intermational oil de- 
mands, increased oil reserves es- 
pecially that of gas oil, refitery 
repairs and increase in Iraq’s oil 
exXPOrtS. 

Production of non-OPEC coun- 
tries rose to 44.57 million barrels 
a day during the first quarter of 
1997, up by 1.29 million barrels a 
dayı cormmparetl to the same period 
last year. 

OPEC produces about 27 mil- 
lion barrels of oil a day while its 
official ceiling is 25.03 million, 
Alipour-Jedi said. 
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Kasparov Defeats Chess Computer Agassi Upset in 


Second Round in 
Atlanta 


ATLANTA — Andre Agassi, 
who recently celebrated his mar- 
riage to actress Brooke Shields and 
his 2Tth birthday, will have to wait 
& little longer to celebrate the de- 
finitive rèturn of his top tennis 
form. 

Unseeded Swede Magnus Nor- 
man, ranked Sist in the world, 
beat the fourth-seeded American 
74% (9/7), 36, 6-3 in the second 
round here Thursday. 

Agassi had hoped that his ous- 
tanding performance in clinching 
the United States’ Davis Cup quar- 
terfînal victory over the Nether- 
lands in April would help get him 


. back on track on the ATP Tour. 


On Tuesday, the day he turned 
27, Agassi beat Brazil's Jaime 
Oncins to end a winless streak on 
the tour that had seen him fall to 
29th in the world. 

But Agassi, who married 
Shields last week, has now lost six 
of his last nine ATP matches, and 
has a 6-6 record this year. His best 
performance was a trip to the 
semifinals in Şan Jose, where he 
had beaten Norman in the second 
round. 

Agassi’s departure left the clay 
court event without any of the top 
four seeds. Top seeded American 
Michael Chang, number two Jonas 
Bjorkman of Sweden and third- 
seeded American Jim Courier 
were all eliminated in the first two 
rounds. 


World chess champion Carry Kasparov (L) moves his first piece, a 
knight, in his game against the IBM Deep Blue computer in New York. Feng-Hsiung Hsu (R) from IBM 
moved the pieces for the computer after reading the moves from the monitor on the table. Kasparov 
will play six games against the computer from May 3-11. 


(AFP PHOTO) 
closed opening system more suited 
to the champions ability to plan 
his game further into thé future. 

It exploded with activity in the 
middle game with a sacrifice by 
Kasparov of his rook for & less 
valuable black bishop and pawn. 


` He gained a valuable positional 


advantage however, which he 


„, maintained until Deep Blue gave 


up. 
(Reuter) 


game match 1-0. 

One point is awarded for a win 
and a half point for a draw. 

“Kasparov won this game with 
such finesse," intemational mas- 
ter Maurice Ashley of the United 
States told 450 spectators asserm- 
bled in an auditorium in New 
York. “His understanding of the 
computer’s weaknesses was 
pushed to a higber level today." 

The game began with a quiet, 


. NEW YORK, United States (May 3): 


ر 


NEW YORK — World chess 
champion Garry Kasparov de- 
feated the IBM supercomputer 
Deep Blue on Saturday in the first 
game of their $1.1 million re- 
match. 

The computer's programers re- 
signed on the 45th move after three 
hours and 45 minutes of play. The 
34-year-old Russian grandmaster, 
who played with the white pieces 
in the first game, leads the six- 


Former Wimbledon Champion to Refire in Fall 


Agassi. 

Last year, he reached the 
French Open final against all odds, 
losing to Yevgeny Kafelnikov. 

But on Friday, Stich said: '*"My 
physical condition is the main rea- 
son for my departure. [ can't meet 
my expectations or those of others 
anymore." 


Stich is the first of Germany's 
big three tennis stars to quit. 
Becker and Steffi Graf are also 
nearing the end of their careers, 
and no similarly spectacular gen- 
eration appears ready to replace 
them. 

“It's very sad news," said 
Claus Stauder, head of the German 
Tennis Federation. 


AF) 


E PSL, 


Stich was bitter because the 
crowds overwhelmingly sup- 
ported Becker. 

“f think we learned from each 
other. Maybe if Becker hadn't had 
me, he might have gotten bored 
with tennis," Stich said. *But 1 
expected more recognition for my 
accomplishments from the public 
and media than Î ever got." 

Stich's downfall bêgan Oct. 20, 
1995, when he tore a ligament in 
Vienna playing Todd Wood- 
bridge, the left ankle twisting as he 
fell down writhing in agony. 

A chronic right shoulder injury 
added to his misery. 

Stich's last major success was 
reachidg the finals of the 1994 
U.S. Open, where he lost to Andre 


don before ending his career in 
Germany’s Davis Cup relegation 
series against Mexico in Septem- 
ber. 
In 1993, Stich helped Germany 
win the Davis Cup. Hè has won 18 
ATP Tour singles titles and nine 
in doubles. 

Stich and Becker were bitter 
rivals for the affection of the Ger- 
man public, despite teaming up to 
wîn Olympic gold in the doubles 
at the 1992 Barcelona Games. 

Even in 1993-94, when Stich 
supplanted Becker as, Germany's 
top player, spending a long stint as 


.„ the world No. 2 behind Pete Sam- 


pras, he never gained the adora- 


tion Becker had. 
At tournaments in Germany, 


MONACO (May 3): A Maserati 4CL driven by German Norbert Schmitz Koep leads another Maserati 
into the Rascasse bend in Mortaco during the Historic Grand Prix of Monte Carlo. 


(AFP PHOTO) 


HAMBURG, Germany — Former 
Wimbledon champion Michael 
Stich said Friday he will retire at 
the end of the season because of & 
worn-out shoulder. 


Always laboring under the 
shadow of compatriot Boris 
Becker, Stich climbed to No. 2 in 
the ATP Tour rankings in 1993, 
but has dropped to 26th. : 

The winner at Wimbledon in 
1991 and the ATP Tour World 
Championship in 1993, Stich said 
he had thought about retiring after 
an injury in late 1995. A first- 
rourdl defeat at a Barcelona tour- 
nament last month triggered his 
decision, annoumced at a news 
conference where herchoked back 
tears. 

“It all comes down to this 
point: It's not fun any longer, it 
doesn’t make sense any longer," 
the 28-year-old German said. 
*‘“The last four months were frus- 
trating. There were constant ups 
and downs." 

Stich said he would enter this 


. year’s French Open and Wimble- 


over the Buffalo Sabres in the opener of their Eastern Conference 
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Sonics Beat Suns in Decisive Fiflh Game to 
0 . Advance 

ŞËATTLE: David Wingate and Seattle's trio of all-stars inthe 
big game to carry the Supersonics into the second U E le NBA 
playoffs with a decisive 116-92 victory over the upstart Phoenîx Suns on 
Wingate scored eight of his playoff careér-high 19 points in the fourth 
quarter fo help the defending Western Cif srce champions avoid 1 
embarassing firstround exit for the third time in four years. 


7. < BASEBALL 
Marlins Rally Jor Dramalic 13-Inriing Win 
i Over Astros , 


HOUSTON, Texas: Moises Alou’s RBI single with two out in the top of fhe 
13th Inning capped a dramatic come-from-behind 9-8 victory for the 


Florida Martins over the Houston Astros on Saturday. 

Kurt Abbott and Gary Sheffield sgled with two out In the 13th off Ramon 
Garcia {2-1) to put runners. on the comers. Alou followed with a bouncer 
that glanced off third Baseman Sean Berry's glove, allowing Abbott to 
score the winninğ run as the Marlins snapped a 10-game road losing 


NHL 


Flyers Rally for Came One Jîn Over Sabres 


BUFFALO, New York: Shjon Pödein stuffed in a wraparound goal with 48 
seconds left in regulation as the Philadelphia Flyers rallied fr a 5-3 win 


semifinal series on Saturday. ٤ چ‎ 
Rod Brind'amour tallied twice'for the Flyers, the game mii 
through the third period and sealing the ا ا‎ dN ا‎ 
six seconds left as Philadelphia battled back from a 3-1 deficit wîth four 


unanswered goals. 

FERIS 

Stoltenberg, Filippini Reach AT&T | 

` Challenge Final 
ATLANTA, Georgia: Seventh seed Jason Stoltenberg avoided the fate of 
his fellow seeds by holding off upset-minded Swede Magnus Norman to 
ak 0 final of the AT&T challenge against Marcelo Fîlippini of 
Norman had picked ofî the highest remaining seed in his two previous . 
matches, but failed in his bid for a hat-trick as the seventh-seeded 
Australian prevailed 6-4 5-7 6-3 


E: 


Chanderpcuul Scores Cenlury as JF. Indies 
Clinch Series 
BRIDGETOWN, Barbados: Shimarine Chanderpaul hit a superb century 
to lead West Indies to a ten-wicket win over India in thelr final one-day 
imtemafionaî on Saturday and help them take the series 3-1. 
Chanderpaul hit 109 hot out as the West Indies, replying to India’s total ` 
of 199 for seven ih fheir 50-overs, reached their target without losing a 
wicket and with six ûvers to spare. 
| BOF 1 
Blackmûr, Sutherland Tied for Houston 
: Open Led : 
THE WOODLANDS, Texas: A relative newcomer and a PGA Tour veteran 
hoping to snap a nine-year title drought shared the lead after the third 
round of the SOth Houston Open on Saturday. 


Phil Blackmar, who has not won since 1 988, and second-year tour player 
Kevin Sutherland were deadlocked at 10-under-par 206 heading into the 
final round at the tournament players course. 


` BORAS 
Prince Naseem Destroys Ilardy in Just 93 
Seconds 


MANCHESTER, England: Prince Naseem Hamed fulfilled his pre-bout 
promises when he defeated challenger Billy Hardy inside the first round 
of a farcically illkmatched WEBO and IBF featherweight title fight on 
Saturday. . 
Hamed relaîned his unified World Boxing Organization (WBO) and 
Internationa! Boxing Federation (IBF) titles on a technical khock-out after 
just 93 seconds in which he twice knocked Hardy to the canvas. 

٤ Reuter) 
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hamrmad Forouzandeh and Chiaf 
of the Joint Staff. of the Army, 
Major General Ali Shahbaz, 7 
. The Pakistanî delegation will 
alsa inspect Iran's. Air Force . 
Training Center as well as te 
country’s defense establishments. 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 7 


Expressing satisfaction over 
the growing trend of Iran-China 
relations, President Rafsanjani 
called for speeding up of the im- 
plementation of the agreements al- 

. Lanqirg conveyed Chinese 
president’s warmest greetings to 
Rafsanjani and briefed him onı the 
results. of the talks he had with the 
Iranian officials. ` 

Praising Iran's rapid develop- 
ment in economic, technical, po- 
litical and trade fields, the Chinese 
official said that Iran and China 
shared traditional and cultucal 
commonalties,. Over the recent 
years, especially ‘after the visit of 
President Rafsanjani to China, Te- 
bran-Beijing ties are on an Upward 
trend. 

He expressed his country’s 
readiness to boost economic, tech- 
nical and trade cooperation with 
the Islamic Republic of Iran. 


ntd From Pg. 2) 


thè norms and international law, 
Habibi pointed out that it is being 
constantly observed that some na- 
tions tend to pressurize the world 
community to.adopt the intra-ter- 
ritorial laws of theirs as extra-ter- 
ritorial laws. 

The vice president stated that 
the Islamic Republic of Iran in- 
fends fo propose this issue as one 


, of the other agenda at the commis- 


sion. ٤ 
Habîbi- further deduced that the 

matter of extra-territoriality of the 

law, according to international jı- 


could only be enforced within the 
legal boundary of the nation. 

The vice president added that 
according to the internationai 
laws, no country has the right to 
enforce its laws beyond its legal 
borders, practices and norms, add- 
ing that all the countries were 
bound to function within the 
frameworks of intemational laws 
outside their border limits unless 
prescribed by mternational codes, 

Habibi pointed ont that such a 
trend has severely beenı resisted by 
the inlernationa] community. The 
Helsn-Burton and d" Amato bills 
passed by the congress, were such 
instances of intra-territorial ‘laws 
which the United States seriously 
insisted that they should be applied 
extra-territorially, he added, 

„, The vice president. also called 
on the World fork to severely stand 
against such unjust practices 
which is considered as violation of 
the constitutions of nations which 
spiritually and physically..inflicts 


` irreparable sufferings and miser- 


ies to the iadividuals. 1 

, According to another report, 
the commission. in its session 2P- 
Pointed the Iranian Deputy For- 
eigü Minister for Legal and 
International Affairs Mohamad 
Javad Zarif, as the rotatory chair- 


„ mah for one year. 
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Bahia Hariri (l) offers, in Beirut, a book of photographs 


BEIRUT, Lebanon (May 3): Lebanese deputy 


which commemorates the Israeli bombing of Qana to Vatican envoy Pablo Puente, in the prescence of 
Lebanese Minister of Foreign Affairs Fares Boueiz (Back U. 


(AFP PHOTO) 


tacks over the past five years. 

The attack was carried out just 
hours before Algerian President 
Liamine Zeroual, addressing his 
first popular rally since his elec- 
tion in 1995, said on Saturday his 
government has won over rebels. 

Zeroual said the parliamentary 
election to be held on June 5 would 
be another “political victory” on 
the path to establish a multi-party 
democracy in Algeria. 

Algeria has been torn by vio- 
lence since shortly after the 
authorities in January 1992 can- 
celled a general election in which 
radicals bad taken a commanding 
lead. 

(AFF) 
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QATAR... 

They also underlined “the need 
for an equitable, comprehensive 
and lasting peace in the Middle 
East, based on the international 
resolutions. 

Majalii, who arrived here Satur- 
day for a three-day visit with En- 
ergy Minister Mohamad Salah 
al-Hourani and Labor Minister 
Saleh Khassawneh, was received 
Sunday morming by the Qatari 
Emir Sheikh Hamad ibn Khalifa 
al-Thani. 

Their taiks concerned ways of 
strengthening bilateral ties and the 
situation in the Middle East, QNA. 
said. 

FF) 
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MOHAMMADI.... 


persons, guarantee the freedom of 
movement of citizens in all areas 
and help reconstruct Bosnia-Her- 
zegovina, he added. 

Incornplete” execution of the 
terms of the accord will cormpli- 
cate the situation and lead to 
hreakdown of the peace plan, he 
believed, 


The Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said tbat separationist ten- 


dency of some factions is against 
the principles and objectives of 
Dayton accord and stressed Iran's 
support for the i and 
territorial integrity of Bosnia-Her- 
zegovina. 

He concluded that Iran is still 
ready to take practical and effec- 
tive steps towards ensuring objec- 
tives of peace along with 
international bodies and OIC 
members. : 

RNA) 


Turkish General Heads 
#o Israel for Arms Talks 


Three Palestinians were Af- 
rested for allegedly throwing the 
Molotov cocktails at the frout yard 
ofthe consulate and at the consuls 
car, an Israeli police spokes- 
woman said. 


Velayati to 
Visist Cairo 


TEHRAN — Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, Mahmoud Moham- 
madi said here Saturday night that 
Iranian foreign minister is due to 
visit Cairo during next few days. 

Ali Akbar Velayati will for- 
mally extend the invitation of 
President Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani to Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak to attend the eighth sum” 
mir of the Organization of the Is- 
lamic Conference (OIC) 
scheduled to be held in Tehran in 
December. 

He added that Foreign Minister 
Velayati will aiso meet with his 
Egyptian counterpart Amr Moussa 
in Cairo anıl discuss issues of cormm- 
mon interest. 

Mobammadi said that Velayati 
will also submit president's let- 
ters of invitation to the heads of 
states of Yemen and Lebanon. 

In meetings with Syrian offi- 
cials, Velayati will review and ex- 
change ideas on the latest situation 
in the Middle East region, he 
added. 

(RNa) 
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“The two blasts killed 15 peo- 
ple and wounded 23, including a 
child, badly hurt in the head and 
whase hand was blown off,’" the 
paper said. 


Ji added that the blast was so 


powerful that “according to a 
medical source half those killed 
could not be identified." 

Sidi Bouhanifia is a thermal re- 
sort about 20 km {12 miles) from 
Mascara. One bomb hit the Sahara 
Hotel destroying the building. A 
second, outside the hotel El Farah, 
caused widespread damage, the 
newspapêr said. 

There was no claim of respon- 
sibility for the attack but the 
authorities have blamed rebels for 
kundrads of bombs and other at- 


ANKARA — A top Turkish gen- 
eral left here for Israel on Sunday 
to take part in strategic military 
cooperation talks with Israeli-and 


, U.S. officials, the Anatolia news 


agency said. 

General Cevik Bir, deputy 
chief of the Turkish General Staff, 
who is accompanied by a large 
group of Defense Industry offi- 
cials, is also due to hold talks with 
Israelî authorities on the possible 
sale of several weapons systems, 
military sources said. ke 

Senior U.S. military officials 
will for the first time join the next 
round of strategic military talks 
between Israel and Turkey due to 
be held in Tel Aviv on Monday, 
Israel radio reported last Thurs- 


day. 
David Ivry, secretary general 


‘at the Israeli Defense Ministry, 
and Bir will represent their respec- 
tive countries at the talks. 


Meanwhile, Palestinians threw 
fire bombs at the Turkish consu- 
late in East Bait-ul-Moqaddas on 
Sunday ahead of the Turkish dep- 
uty chief of staff's arrival in Israel 
to discuss weapons purchases, PO- 
lice kid. 


Krafat Asks Blair 
to Help Save 
Peace Process 


GAZA CITY — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat urged new British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair on Sun- 
day to belp pull the Middle East 
peace process out of a crisis. 

Arafat asked Blair, whose La- 
bor Party scored a stunning elec- 
toral victory on Thursday, “to 
play an active role in pulling the 
peace process out of the current 
crisis and putting it back on the 
rails,” the Palestiaian news 
agency Wafa said. 8 

“The Palestinians greatly ap- 
preciate the support of Great Brit- 
ain and the Labor Party for their 
right to an irdependent slate with 
Jerusalem (Bait-ul-Moqaddas) as 
ifs capital, '” Wafa quoted Arafat as 
saying. 


Israelr-Palestinian peace talks 
have been on hold since Israel Je- 
fied Palestinian ard international 
condemnation and began building 
a new Jewish neighborhood on 
March 18 in historical Arab East 
Bait-ul-Moqaddas. aFF) 


Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's office in Bait-ul-Moqaddas 
demanding a stale commission be set Up to investigate a government 
influence-peddling scandal. Demonstrators using Netanyahu's 
nickname chanted: "Bibi resign, Israel is more important". organizers 
estimated the crowd at 10,000 but Israel's channel two television put 


ANKARA — Turkish Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan ruled out eariy 
elections as a solution to his dispute with the secularist army over 
Islamist activism, Anatolian news agency said. 

DIYARBAKIR, Turkey — Forty-nine activists in Turkey's Kurdish 
conflict have been killed in separate clashes in recent days, security 


BAGHDAD — UN under-secretary General Yasushi Akashi arrived in 
Baghdad to review problems in the implementation of kaq's oit-for-food 


BAGHDAD — Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz has left for China, 
the official Iraqi News Agency (INA) said. 

BAIT-UL-MOQADDAS — Israeli President Ezer Weizman and 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat will meet on Tuesday to discuss 
peace moves halted since March, a PLO official said on Sunday. 


"President Arafat will meet President Weizman on Tuesday at Erez 
border point (in Gaza) to discuss lhe peace process halted by Israel 
by its decision to build a new settlement in occupied Jerusalem,” a 


PLO officials said contacts wera under way to prepare far the meeting 
which would take place just after U.S. peace envoy Dennis Ross arrives 


SURIF, West Bank — The Israeli Army lifted on sunday a closure 
of the west bank village of Surif imposed over a month ago, a military 


Although resirictions were later eased on Surif, a village of 15,000, 
they were reimposed on April 9 when the body of an Israeli soldier 
missing for seven months was found in the village. 

GAZA CITY — The Palestinian Authority accused Israel on Sunday 
of trying lo ruin its image by recruiting a Palestinian to carry out two 


The Palestinian Information Ministry presented lbrahim Ismail 
Halabi, 27, who said he had been recruited by the Israeli Shabak secret 
service to plan two bombings on April 1 intended to harm Israelis. 
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the number at about 2,000. 


officials said. 


deal. 


PLO otficial said. 


on Monday. 


spokesman said. 


bombings. 


Taleban Capture Key 
Eastern Afghan Districts 


cost at least 13 Taleban dead, in- 
cluding a commander known as 
Arabistan, and more than 30 
wounded. It put opposition losses 
in the same period at 21 killed and 
more than 50 wounded. 

The Taleban have been trying 
to quell an uprising in Kunar Prov- 
ince involving Kashmir Khan, a 
cornmander of the Hezb-i-Islami 
faction, and disaffected tribesmen. 

The militia, which seized the 
capital Kabul in September and 
controls about three-quarters of 
Afghanistan, is also fighting for- 
mer government forces led by Ah- 
mad Shah Masood and the Uzbek 
troops of General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum in northern provinces. 


“(Contd From Pg. 2Z) 
PRESIDENT... 


country in a bid to materialize all 
objectives by the Iranian year 
1400. The President further urged 
the Iranian scientists to keep in 
touch with their motherland. 

‘The Iranian scientists presented 
a plaque of honor to the president 
for his efforts either during the 
sacred defense or the construction 
and development era. 

"The 1,200 participants ın semi- 
nar, cosponsored by Ministry of 
Higher Education, President Of- 
fice, Tehran University and Te- 
hran Municipality are expecled to 
discuss different issues in 8 profes- 
sional committees. 
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Compiled From Dispatches 
TEHRAN — The Taleban militia 
Sunday captured two key districts 
in eastern Kunar Province from 
rival forces backed by Afghan 
President Burhanuddin Rabbani, 
Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) re- 
ported. 

The militia seized Asmar dis- 
trict after overrunning strategic 
Shegal Pass, 12 kilometers (eight 
miles) from the provincial capital 
Asadabad, the Pakistan-based pri- 
Vate news service said. 

AIP quoted a Taleban spokes- 
man as saying the opposition 
forces under commander Kashmir 
Khan fled into the mountains, 
leaving behind several dead. 

Several opposition troops werê 
taken prisoners, it said. 

No independent confirmation 
was immediately available. 

Sporadic fighting has been con- 
tinuing in the area between the 
Taleban fighters and local ele- 
ments backed by Rabbani's key 
commander and ex-Defense Min- 
ister Ahmad Shah Masood. 

A Taleban spokesman, quoted 
by the Pakistan-based Afghan Is- 
1amic Press (AIP) news service, 
said three Taleban fighters had 
been wounded during the battle for 
Shegal, about 12 km (seven) miles 
east of Asadabad, capita of Kunar 
Province. 

The spokesman, based in the 
easterrr city of Jalalabad, said five 
opposition fighters hud been killed 
and 10 red. 

e hezn in the hards of 
anti-Taleban forces operating in 
Kunar Province since mid-April. 

AIP said clashes in the arèa 
during the past three weeks had 
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Indonesia Enters Second Week of 
Election Campaign 


briefly detainèd at a cêrtral Jakarta 
police station and wamed not to 
convoy around town. 

In a separate outbrzak of viO- 
lence a PPP mass rally attended by 
some 5,000 people in Ujungpan- 
dang, south Sulawesi, Friday 
turned nasty after a power failure. 
The mob pelted a nearby electric=- 
ity station, causing minor dam- 


„ages. No one was injured. 


Violence has also hit the cam- 
paign of the country’s other party, 
the small nationalist alliance Indo- 
nesian Democracy Party (PDI), 
opposing supporters of chairman 
Suryadi with those of former 
chairwoman Megawati Sukar- 
noputri. 

The party's first rally in Sura- 
haya, East Java, was marred by a 
brawl, us pro-Megawati support 
ers attempted to take over the cam 
pPaign stage on April 28. 

The violence prompted the lo- 
cal pro-Suryadi campaign organ- 
izer to decide to halt the party's 
campaign there uhtil appropriate 
security assurances could be pro- 
vided by the autorities. 

Meygawati, daughter of found- 
ing President Sukarno, was ousted 
in June as PDI chairwoman by a 
govermment-backed party faction, 
who then installed Suryadi as the 
new leader. 

Suryadi remains unpopular 
amongst PDI masses nationwide 
and has had to travel under tight 
security as he has facêed numerous 
demonstrations. 

His faction’s campaign in most 
towns in Java, where opposition 
from Megawati supporters is 
strongest, has been marked by low 
attendances and conducted 


tight security guard. (aFF) 


Kotageds were vandalized, pelted 
with stones by Golkar supporters. 

Angry PPP supporters in Ko- 
tagede retaliated by damaging 
roadside amps and flowerpots, 
setting up roadblocks and burning 
tyres in protest on Thursday. 

The authorities’ inaction has 
also led the Yogyakarta chapter to 
0 campaigning there in pro- 


ten our masses commit vio- 
lations, the authorities make a big 
deal out of it. But when Golkar’s 
masses do something wrong, they 
(the authorities) do nothing. We'd 
rather not campaign to avoid morê 
clashes, '" PPP spokesman Usamah 
Hisam said. 

In Yogyakarta, instead of cam- 
paigning, PPP supporters staged 
several mock funeral processions 
through the streets which had al- 
ready been stripped hare from any 
PPP party signs as part of the 
protest. 

They carried mock coffins they 
say symbolized the death of jus- 
tice, 

On the same day. Friday, some 
21 PPP supporters were injured, 
including one of a stab wound, 
following two separate attacks on 
PPP campaign convoys in 
Pekalongan. Local PPP executives 
blamed Golkar supporters for the 
attacks. 

In Jakarta, PPP chairman [s- 
mail Hasan Metareum said Friday 
his party will not campaign in the 
capital that day because it had not 
received approval from the 
authorities, citing differences in 
the permissible size of the rallies. 

. Bereft of a place to rally, thou- 
sands of PPP supporters drove 
around the city. Scores were 


JAKARTA — Indonesia entered 
its second week of electoral cam- 
paigning Sunday, after seven days 
of political violence that killed 27 
and left more than 5o people in- 

The 27-day campaign period 
opened April 27 with violence in 
Medan, north Sumatra, when sup- 
porters Of the country’s main op- 


. position, the Maslem-led United 


Development Party (PPP) clashed 
with the ruling Golkar Party, leav- 
ing three PPP members injured. 

Violence between supporters of 
the two parties also flared in vari- 
ous towns in densely-populated 
Central Java, echoing tensions that 
have already led to clashes aml 
scores of injured in previous 
weeks. 

But the 27 deaths and 51 people 
injured were mostly due to traffic 
accidents during strèet convoys, 
armed forces spokesman Brigadier 
General Slamet Supriadi said on 
Friday. 

In Pekalongan on the north 
coast, a PPP stronghold, an angry 
mob attacked and vandalized a vil- 
lage hall on April 30, while later 
on the same day PPP and Golkar 
backers clashed in the same town, 
leaving at least five people in- 
jured. 

The clash broke out after PPP 
suporters stumbled on Golkar sup- 
porters who were removing PPP 
flags on the side of a road. A 
goverament officèê and five houses 
were damagêd in the melee that 
followed. 

Some 3,000 Golkar flags had 
disappeared from the streets of the 
town in the previous days. - 

On Wednesday the PPP’s of- 
fices in Yogyakarta and nearby 


Fujimori’s Shadowy Adviser Buoyed 
by Success of Hostage Rescue 


But that ugliness has been 
pushed aside, at least temporarily, 
amid the euphoria of the hostage 
rescue. 

“I'm afraid the successful re- 
sult of the raid is going to over- 
shadow a lot of these 
accusations, '” Obando said. 

In fact, Montesinos owes much 
of his staying power to the simple 
fact that he gets things done - and 
finds out vital information .that 
Peru's police often miss. 

Montesinos’ agents warned 
Lima police before the Dec. 17 
hostagetaking that Tupac Amaru 
rebels planned to seize a diplo- 
matic site and take captives. 


But police failed to act on the 
warming. On Wednesday, the gov- 
ermment announced that 18 high- 
ranking police officers, including 
five generals, will be charged with 
criminal negligence. 

Under Montesinos’ command, 
Peruvian authorities have largely 
dismantled the Tupac Amaru 
group and crippled the larger, 
more vicious, Shining Path Guer- 
riila group with the capture of its 
leaders. 

For Fujimori, who has made & 
lot of political enemies, a man likè 
Montesinos - who isn't afraid to 
get his hands dirty - is vital. 

“The intelligence apparatus is 
not only used to rescue hostages. 
It also is aimed against the (lega!) 
opposition. There arè telephone 
threats, break-ins, and torture,” 
Obando said. 

“These things shouldn't take 
place in a democracy." (AF) 


But a poll released after the 
rescue shows 90 percent of Peru- 
vians still want an investigation 
info Mortesinos’ intelligence 
agency, widely accused of torture, 
murder and other human rights 
abuses. 

As Fujimort’s security adviser, 
Montesinos is Je facto chief of the 
intelligence services, which have 
played a key role in Fujimori's 
successful campaign against 
Peru's rebels. 

Montèsinos" climb to power 
has been notable for its sordidness. 


Dismissed as an army captain, 
Montesinos was jailed for one year 
in the 1970s after being charged 
with selling military secrets. He 
later became a lawyer defending 
drug traffickers before linking up 
with Fujimori as his security ad- 
viser after the 1990 presidential 
election. 

Just before (he hostage rescue, 
a death squad Montesinos alleg- 
edly approved was linked to the 
torture of a female intelligence 
agent and the murder of another, 
whose corpse was found in a ditch 
- minus its head, feet and hands. 


The women apparently were 
suspected of security leaks. Four 
agents have been charged in the 
killing and alleged torture. 

In August, a confessed drug 
trafficker said that he pail Mon- 


tesinos $50,000 a month to safe- . 


guard his cocaine shipments in the 
early 1990s. The man iater re- 
canted the testimony, saying he 
was “confused” the day he said it. 


LIMA, Perı — After years out of 
the public eye, Peru’s mysterious, 
sinister intelligence chief has 
emerged to claim his share of the 
credit for the nation’s daring hos- 
tage rescue. 

But critics of Vladimiro Mon- 
tesinos say he brought to the hos- 
tage raid the same ruthless 
efficiency that he brings against ali 
his targets - whether rebels, oppo- 
sition politicians or renegade spies 
in his own security forces. 

For now, the success of the 
April 22 raid onı the Japanese amr 
bassador"s mansion has taken 
some of the political pressure off 
Montesiros, President Alberto 
Fujimori”s most influential and in- 
famous adviser. 

Montasinos, 51, helped orches- 
trate the surprise commando as- 
sault that ended the four-month 
hostage crisis. Ali 14 rebel hos- 
tage-takers, one captive, aml two 
soldiers were killed. Seventy-one 
hostages were rescued. 

Montesinos - an owlish-looking 
man with slicked-back hair - ap- 
peared at the compound after the 
raid to ‘shake hands with trium- 
phant soldiers. It was only the sec- 
ond public sighting of the 
reclusive intelligence chief in 

‘‘I've heard from military 
sources that the rescue was his 
idea," said Enrique Ohando, an 
expert on the Peruvian military. 
By appearing in public after the 
raid, *"Montesinos was trying to 
show people... that he still has 
Fujimori"s backing." 


TEHRAN TIMES 
Sa Set for Hearings on Damage 


Claims Against Opposition Member 


Tang's counsel after he retracted 
remarks that had apparently put 
therm in a bad light, 

If the lawyers had quit, Tang 
may have been left without coun- 
sel to represent him in his legal 
battle. 

Tang said in a statement pub- 
lished Saturday: “I have never 
doubted for a moment that my 
lawyerş are men of courage in 
agreeing to act for me ‘under the 
very special circumstances of my 
cases.” 

“Tf my remarks are ‘offside’ in 
any way, Î unreservedly withdraw 
them completely,"" Tang said in a 
letter faxed to the Sırairs Times 
after meeting his lawyers in the 
Malaysian state of Johore, which 
neighbors Sirgapore. 


Tang had charged that his law- 
yers chose not to file a 60-page 
affidavit responding to arguments 
made by Senior Minister Lee in a 
case last Monday. because they 
feared it contained allegations 
which could jeopardize their posi- 
tion as his lawyers. 


a: 8 

Stellenbosch alveai Aa 
analyst Willie Breytenbach said 
Washington had barged in to claim 
the glory: “America is trying to 
muscle in because it is now quite 
clear that the Zaire crisis is ripe 
for a solution and it is clear that 
Mobutu is going to go." 

South African officials reso- 
lutely refused to comment on 
Richardson’s intervention, other 
than to say Mandela’s priority re- 
mained the safety of Zaire"s peo- 
ple. 

“Jf there is a victory to be 
scored, it must be scored by 
Mobıutu and Kabila. If there is a 
gain to be made, it must be made 
by the people of Zaire,” said ore 
government official. 

But sources in the South Afri- 
can team conceded there was irri- 
tation at Richardson's 


announcement of a meeting they 
believe South Africa had set up. 
“It would be preposterous to 
join the process in the last two days 
and claim credit for its success. 
Only a chikl would fall for that 
„when it is clear that President 


Mandela has been working at this 
so long and so patientiy,” said one 
source. [Router) 
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bitter campaign for January 2 gen- 
eral elections in „which Tang, 63, 
accused PAP leaders of lying 


. when. .they described him as an 


„anti-Christian, anti-Ënglish “Chi 
nese Chauvinist, '" 

„, _ Têng, a prominent lxwyer and 
Chihese cultural advocate, Ran 
under a Workers” Party ticket 
‘which took 45 percent of the vote 
in a hotly contested multiple-seat 


` district where Goh had staked his 


reputation on a PAP victory. 

Tang left Singapore immedi- 
ately after the polls, citing death 
threats against him and his family. 
He is now reported to be in Malay- 
sia. 

“It is understood that Mr Tang 
is unlikely to appear at the hearing 
from tomorrow,” the Sunday 
Times said: 

The stage was set for the start 
of the damage assessment hearings 
wben two lawyers for Tang who 
wanted to stop representing him in 


. his legal tussle changed their 


minds Saturday. 
The lawyers, Loo Ngan Chor 
and Peter Low, withdrew a court 


Aides say he has been in almost 
daily telephone contact with 
Mobutu, trying to ensure that the 
cancer-stricken dictator is allowed 
to go with dignity after 32 years in 
power. 

` . Western diplomats have hailed 
Mandela's diplomacy as the possi- 
ble beginning of anı African renais- 
sance, though some have said his 
moral authority outweighs his 


But while Mandela waited pa- 
tiently for Mobufu' s green light to 
armmounce a date and venue for 


, talks already agreed in principle, 


Richardson flew in and made the 
annouricement after brief meetings 
with the two sides. 

. South African analysts accuse 
the. United States of mıscling in 
after Mandela had virtually guar- 
antzed a meeting between Mobutu 
and Kabila. 1 

“South Africa was poised fora 
major foreign policy coup,”" said 
University of the Western Cape 
analyst Vernon Seymour. 

“Here we essentially have an 


African initiative led by an Afri- 
can government trying to solve an 
African problem. 

‘“The statement by Richardson, 
that the parties have agreed for the 


` first time to direct face-to-face 


talks, borders on Jiptomatic pla- 
giarism,” be said. 


% 


SINGAPORE —A Singapore 
court will begin hearings Monday 
to determine the damages and legal 
costs that. opposition. politician 
Tang Liang Hoag must pay for 
lg the city-states top lead- 


. E E 
days. for .the hearings, ‘during 7 
which Prime Minister Goh Chok 
Tong, Senior Minister Lee Kuan 
Yew and nine other İeaders of the 
Ruling Pople” s Abtion Party 
(PAP) are ` expected to give evi- 
dence, lawyers said. 
: Teng, ã liye aid Hiaiek f 
the Workers’ .Party, faces poten- 
tial multi-million-dollar claims 
and court costs in the dozen law- 
suits he lost ih March when his 
defense was struck down after he 
failed to appear in court and heed 
orders to declare his assets. 
PAP leaders had earlier gained 
an jntemational injunction freez- 
ing all assets of Tang and his wife 
up to 11.2 million singapore dol- 
larg ($8 million) in order to cover 
thé damages and coirt costs they 
plan to seek. . 
The legal action stems fom 


U.S. intervention to muscle the 
two sides in. Zaire's civil war into 
a face-to-face meeting has up- 
staged South African President 
Nelson Mandela"s months of quiet 
efforts to find a negotiated settle- 
ment. 4 

U.S. envoy BiH Richardson an- 
nounced in Kinshasa that President 
Mobutı Sese Seko would meet re- 


*“This is an historic occasion 
that hopefully will lead to a peace- 
ful transition in Zaire," Richard- 
son, who-is also the U.S. 
ambassador to the United Nations, 
told reporters. He said Washing- 
ton was proud to have been a 
“catalyst'" in the search for peace. 

Presidential spokesman Parks 


Mankahlana said South Africa - 


welcomed Richardson's success 


— but emphasized it followed. 


months of efforts by Mandela... 


“Anyone who can make a con- 


tribution is welcome to join, but 
we must stress that there was never 
a point at which the peace process 
was derailed,” he said. 

Mandela has been . herding 
Mohutı and Kabila toward a face- 
to-face mveting since February, 
when he hosted the first proximity 
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ticularly widespread murder 

“We invite the American go 
rights for its own people, to cone 
and take some much needed 
sons from our government oul 
how to provide security," 


spokesman said. 
The rally ended with cries 0ُ 


swayed by the “falsehoods 


spread by 
Aung San Suu Kyi. 


coast, two hours after leavi 


harbor at 8:30 a.m. (0130 GMT “+ 
Sunday in Phuket, which is som * 
865 kilometers (520 mites) soul » 


ately available. Hospitals ۴ 
Phuket by telephone from Banê. 
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30,000 Demonstrate Again 
U.S. Sanctions 


RANGOON — An estimated 


30,000 members of a Burmese 


govyernment-sponsored Mass 


° Movement on Sunday held a derı- 


anstration against a U.S, decision 
two weeks ago to clamp eco- 
nomic sanctions on Burma. 

The rally, held amid tight se- 
curity in a sports stadium in east 
Rangoon, was organized by the 
Union Solidarity and Develop- 
ment Association (USDA), 
which is generally regarded as the 
political arm of Burma's ruling 
junta. 

“This is a blatant interference 
in Myantmar's (Burma's) internal 
affairs using bullying tactics,"" a 
USDA spokesman said, calling 
the U.S. investment ban on April 
22 an entirely “wrong decision.” 

“The U.S. govemment should 
understand that authorities here 
are striving to establish a disci- 
plined democratic state, ” said an- 


` other spokesman for the USDA, 


which was formed in 1988 and 


600 Rescued After Boat Hits Cor. 1 7 n 
Reef Ofî Southern Thailand |: 


BANGKOK — More than 600 
people were rescued Sunday 
when a ferry plying a popular 
tourist route between two islands. 
in the Andaman Sea struck a coral 
reef and sank off the coast of 
southern Thailand, marine police 
said. 


All the passengers on the King 


Cruiser, travelling from Phuket . 


Island to the tiny resort island of 
Phi Phi, were rescued after ma- 
rine police put out an emergency 
call to alt boats in the area, police 
said. 

The bost hit the reef around 16 
kilometers (10 miles) from the 
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Utagazwa died of natural causes at & hospital ii dix Ube, west 

ern Japan, where she lived since hırning 100 in 1984. 

She passed away as if falling asleep, a family member 
said. 


Her death makes Suekiku Miyarnaga of Osumi, southern 
Japan, the xation’s oldest person. Miyanaga termed 113 in 
April following Utagatwa, who celebrated her birthday in 


PARIS, France May 3): Police forces try to catch a pink bubble of air, fled with petition, and to 
prevent some 1,000 demonstrators to head towards Paris townhall during a protest organized by two 
French environmental groups. The demonstrators, on foot, bicycles and rollerskates, marched through 
Parîs, protesting against air pollution created by car traffic. 


(AFP PHOTO) 


Rebel Leader Demands 


Zairean President Quit at Once 


aboard the ship said oa Sunday 
that negotiators have brokered an 
agreement in principle for 
Mobutu to stand down after more 
than 30 years in power. 

“There is an agreement in 
principle for Mobutu’s resigna- 
tion and the launching of a tran- 
sitional process,” the official, 
who asked not to be named, told 


Mobutu, who has dominated 
the sprawling nation at the heart 
of Africa since seizing power in 
1965, wore his distinctive leop- 
ard-skin hat as he boarded. Wit- 
nesses said he looked grim and 
sad. He held the hand of his wife 
Bobi Ladawa with one hand. In 
the other he held his usual carved 

But Kabila’s forces, afler a 
whirlwind campaign over the fast 
seven months, have taken control 
of about three quarters of the 
country. Mobutu’s foreign allies 
have abandoned him. 

Asked about Mobutu’s fate, 
Kabila said Mobutu could con- 
tinue to live in Zajre. “We shall 
look after him. Î am ready to 
guarantee his safety and that of 
his family so the man can Hive in 
Zaire in peace," he said. (Reuter) 


Eight Syrian 
Children Wounded 
by Grenade 


DAMASCUS — Eight Syrian 
children were seriously wounded 
near the [sraeli-occupied Golan 
Heights when another child found 
an old grenade and tossed it to 
them, thinking it was a ball, the 
Syrian press reported Sunday. 
The children, aged 7 to 11, 

were wounded Wednesday in 
Sanamein village about 10 kilo- 
meters (six miles) from the Golan 
hy a grenade which dated back to 
the .1973 Arab-Israeli war, the 
goverment newspaper Tishrin 
said. 


Hospital officials suid the chil 


dren were in serious condition. 
(AFP) 


since Friday, trying to bring the 
two..leaders together and spare a 
bloodbath if the rebels attack Kin- 
shasa. 

Kabila said: “I have told Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela that 
Mobutu would have to resign im- 
mediately after our talks start. 
Otherwise my forces are under 
instructions to move into Kin- 
shasa should he refuse." 

“Î have made it clear that there 
will be no other item on the 
agenda other than Mobutu’'s un- 
conditional resignation. ] hope he 
cooperates. Otherwise I will 
leave for home and my forces will 
move into Kinshasa without delay 
on Sunday night, " he said. 

A South African official 


LUBUMBASHI, Zaire — 
Zairean rebel leader Laurent 
Kabila said on Sunday he was 
demanding the immediate resig- 
nation of Zairean President 
Moabutu Sese Seko and assumed 
Mobutu was preparing to com- 


y. 
1f Mobutu refused to step 
down, Kabila"s rebel forces have 
orders to move into the teeming 
capital Kinshasa, he added. 
Kabila was speaking to 
Reuters in Lubumbashi by tele- 
phone from the South African 
Navy vessel Outeniqua, minutes 
before Mobutu boarded the ship 
after long delays on both sides. 
South African President Nel- 
son Mandela has beer on the ship 


Pope Joln Paul II to Pay 


Llrcal Visti to Lebanon 


in 1978, Pope John Paul l1 wilt 
find himself in the only country 
in the Middle East where Chris- 
tians have an important role in 
government. 


The pope has described Leha- . 


mon as “more than a country, a 
message," and during his visit he 
is due to sign the apostolic exhor- 
tation inspired by resolutions 
taken during the synod held for 
Lebanon in Rome in 1995. 

The synod called for Israel's 
withdrawal from occupied parts 
of Southera Lebanon. 

Despite assurances from the 
Vatican that the papal visit is only 
pastoral, it loedly has a po- 
litical dimension. 

As well as reliğious meetings 
with al! Lebanese Christian and 
Muslim leaders, the Pope will 
also meet with President Elias 
Hrawi, House Speaker Nabih 
Berri and Prime Minister Rafic 
Hariri, 

But the highlight of the visit 
will be an open-air mass in the 
heart of war-Jevastated down- 
town Beirut to be attended by 
250,000 people. (AFP) 


*“ BEIRUT — Pope John Paul I1 


™— will make the first papal visit to 


the Middle East since 1964 next 
weekend when he arrives in 
Lebanon, home to the region's 
most important Catholic commy- 
nity. 

The Pope, who begins a two- 
day visit on Saturday, had origi- 
nalîy planned 10 visit Lehanon 
three yecars.ago hut the trip was 

` cancelled after a church bombing 
north of Beirut which left [1 wor- 
shippers dead. 

Far his 77th international pax 
toral visit since his appointment 


Japan's Oldest Person Dies at 113 


TOKYO — Japan's oldest person, Sue Utagawa, aged 113, died 


Sunday, kér fumily said. 


January. 
Fiji Under 
Cyclone Alert 


SUVA — Fiji was Sunday under 
a cyclone alert as anı off-season 
tropical cyclone named June hov- 
ers over the northern parts of the 
island group, a weather forecast- 
ing center official said. 

Late Sunday morming, June 
was located 280 kilometers (175 
miles) north-northwest of the 
town of Nadi, where the weather 
center is located. The storm is 
moving very slowly. 

The cyclone has average wind 


causing millions of dollars worth 
af damage. 
(AFP) 


Sri Lankan Tamil 
Rebels Bombard 
Northern Air Base 


COLOMBO ¬— Sri Lankan Tamil 
Tiger guerrillas bombarded a 
northern government air base, 
sparking an artillery duel in the 
early hours of Sunday, residents 
and military officials said. 

“Most of the shells appeared 
to fall on the main military base, 
They were targeting the air force 
runway,” said a resident in Va- 
vuniya, 220 km (140 miles) north 
of Colombo. **We‘re unaware of 
the damage. 

“Explosions rocked the area," 
he added. *“We could hear the 
gunfire and the whine of shells 
flying through the air." 


Army gunners at the Vavuniya 
base returned fire and the artillery 
duel, which began around 1.30 
a.m., went on for about an hour, 
residents and military officials 
said. 

Military officials said the air 
force had stopped parking aircraft 
at the base after a previous attack 
by Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) rebels using long- 
range guns captured in raids on 
army bases. 

“We can't say if the attack 
caused any damage because we 
don’t want the Tigers to know 
how accurate their firing was," a 
military official said. 

The rebels, fighting for an in- 
dependent homeland for minority 
Tamils in the mainly Sinhalese 
Indian Ocean island’s north and 
east, fired about 30 shells, 
wounding a policeman and the 
principal of a school, he said. 


The rebel artillery attack could 
be an effort to disrupt prepara- 
tions by the military to open a 
land route to the northern Jaffna 
peninsula, through the north-cen- 
tral Wanni mainland, most of 
whick is under rebel! control, he 


` said. (Reuter) 


ew 
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rates slightly at 2 meeting next 
Wednesday with Bank of England 
Governor Eddie George. 

That might help the pomd and 
hurt the stocks. 

Labor has promised to impose 
a “windfall tax’’ on.a number of 
industries that were privatized by 
Conservative Prime Ministers 
Margaret Thatcher and later Ma- 
jor — but Brown has been unclear 
about exactly which companies 
will get hit and how hard. 

Shares in railtrack, which runs 
Britains rail tracks, fell 5.4 per- 
cent on Friday as some investors 
decided it could be among the vic- 
tims, 


4F) 


The London stock market also 
dipped in the early going, but lost 
nowhèrê near the 50-plus points 
some analysts had guessed over- 
uight. 

The top market barometer, the 
Financial Times-stock exchange 
100-share index, soon moved into 
positive territory, Jt closed with & 
gain of 10.6 points, or 0.2 percent, 
atl 4,455.6, its second record finish 
in as many days. 

There are still uncertainties 
ahead as the new prime ministers 
team begins running the country. 


Gordon Brown, named Friday 
as Britain's Treasury chief, is 
widely expected to raise interest 


Japan's Jobless Rate Hits Record 
High in Year to March 


The number of the employed 
rose 0.9 percent from a year ear- 
lier to 65.12 million in the year to 
March, the agency said. 

In a separate report released on 
Friday, Labor Ministry said the 
ratio of job openings to job seekers 
came to 0.72 in the year ended in 
March, improving from 0.64 in 
the preceding year. 

Nobuyuki Saji, an analyst at 
Nikko Research Center, said the 


. month-on-month drop in the job- 


less rate in March reflected moves 
to hire temporary workers to meet 
rushed demand ahead of the rise in 
the consumption tax on April 1. 


TOKYO — Japan's seasonally ad- 
jıusted unemployment rate hit a re- 
cord high of 3.3 percent on 
average in the year to March, ris- 
ing by 0.1 percentage points from 
the previous year, a government 
agency said Friday. 

But in March alone, the rate 
improved to 3.2 percent from 3.3 
percent in February, the manage- 
ment and coordination agency 
said. 


“The employment situation is 
still-severe, but there are signs of 
improvement, such as an increase 
in the number of employed peo- 
ple," it said. 


different wings loyal to Revolution, your ultra-wing pe» formance 
in Interior Ministry through selecting devoted, skillful, pious and 
deserved managers so that ihe outcomes of your intrepid function 
are now at service of Revolution’s objectives and Islam and 
yesterday's managers are today’s ministers or they have other 
great responsibilities. 


3) Five years of invaluable experience in charge of Islamic 
Consultative Assembly (Majlis) speaker, administering Majlis, 
guiding different commiss- ions, compiling the country's Second 
Economic-Social Development Pian, applying various expert-level 
groups for making comprehensive plans and bills, activating the 
controlling role of Islamic Consultative Assembly, and all-out 
supporting President Hashemi Rafsanjani’s government to 
embrace a flourished economy, achieve social justice and 
strengthen Islamic values 


4) Enjoying the majority in Islamic Consultative Assembly for 
strong management throughout the country and practice of the 
Grand Leader's decrees to reinforce the power and great esteem 
of Islam and stabilize essential policies of Committee to 
Determine the Expediency of the Islamic Order in order to 
materialize consecutive giant infrastruc- ture plans, pave the way 
for. achieving modern Islamic civilization, prepare the ground for 
the young generation to take step and move faster and better than 
the past generations toward perfection and wide recognition of 
the Creator and also worship the Most High. 

So, Engineers’ Islamic Center of Hormuzgan Province inspired 
by late Imam’s thoughts knowingly elects you as the best 
candidate of presidential elections and insistently ask the 
intellectuals, thinkers, experts and all citizens loyal to Islamic 
values and interested in construction of this strategic province 
and the Persian Gulf to vote for Hojjatoleslam Afi Akbar Nateq 
Nouri. 


May God bestow you more successes. 


LONDON — Stock prices 
bounced to 4 record high and the 
British pound recovered from 
steep carly losses, after the land- 
slide victory by Britan’s Labor 
Party gave financial markets only 
a brief case of the jitters Friday. 
For now, traders apparently be- 
lieve the new prime minister, 
Tony Blair, will stick to his prom- 
ise of staying friendly to business 
and scrapping Labor's old pro-un- 
ion, economy-meddling ways. 
Markets had figured for months 
that Blair would heat Prime Min- 
ister John Major in Thursday’s 
election. But the size of Labor's 
win, with roughly two-thirds of 
the seats in the House of Com” 
mons, caught people off guard. 
Some prices fluctuated sharply 
in the morning, but many analysts 


including UK economist David . 


Owen at the Investment Bank 
Dresdner Kleinwort Benson cor- 
rectly saw the big moves as a knee- 
jerk overèeaction that soon were 
rectified. 


Stocks and sterling fell early 
Friday, with the pound showing 
big losses against the U.S. dollar 
and the German mark. 

The pound had traded as low as 
$1.6001 early Friday, from 
$1.6248 late Thursday, but recov- 
ered to $1.6204 late in the day. 
Sterling had dropped to 2.7570 
German marks, from 2.8034 
marks late Thursday, but jumped 
back to 2.7994 marks late in the 
day. 


mist be extended to other member 
Statês and they must also agree not 
to impose new tariff and non-tariff 
barriers to inhibit intra-rèegional 
trade. 

Sri Lanka President Kumara- 
tınga has urged other SAARC na- 
tions to use India's huge domestic 


market as bait tO attract big fish to 


the region. 

Kumaratunga last year called 
for joint efforts to attract foreign 
capital to South Asia and offered 
to establish a bureau to promote 
investments in the region. 

She said she was keen to turn 
Sri Lanka into the bub port of 
SAARC and make it a financial 
services center as trade barriers 
were progressively dismantled in 
the region. 


Intemational investors began to 
show interest in South Asia only 
after India started its economic lib- 
eralization process in recent years, 
she said. 

The emerging world trade enı- 
vironment towards freer trade and 
regional trading blocks has given 
SAARC new meaning to get on 
with the business of promoting 
trade and investment, diplomats 


` preparing for the summit said. 


The private sector Trade and 
Commerce Chambers in South 
Asia are already lobbying goverm- 
ments to push SAPTA. 


Some 60 business and com- 
merce leaders from the region met 
in Pakistan's port city of Karach- 
chi last month to finalize their pro- 

economic agenda for the 
ninth SAARC summit. 


South Asia iS Down to Business on Trade Deal 


COLOMBO: A :delajed re 


highliğhtsd by Sri Lankan :Presi- 


` dent Chandrika Kuz 


“As SAARC enters its first 
decade, the results, I must con- 
fas, do seam meager," President Ku- 
maritunga toll he the then Prime 
Minister of Bangladesh Khaleda 


. Zia who visited here in Jantary 


1995 as chairman of SAARC. 

Economic analysts said poor 
progress of SAPTA was due to 
fears by smaller countries that 
their largest member, India, could 
swamp all other economies if trade 
barriers were dismantled over- 
night. 

Four states in SAARC — Bang- 


` ladesh, Bhutan, Maldives and Ne- 


pal — qualify as [east developed 
states (LDS) giving them a disad- 


‘vantage in agreeing to blanket con- 


cessions to all SAARC members, 


analysts pointed out. 


Pakistan had been fearful of its 
arch rival India dumping cheaply 


` manufactured goods to cripple the 


local manufacturers while Sri 
Lanka has been constantly com- 
plaining the huge trade imbalance 
with India. 

Sri Lankan exports to India 
were about $21 million last year 
compared to imports from India 
worth nearly $500 million, offi- 
cials said adding that promised 
concesions by India were yet to 
materialize, 

Indian Prime Minister who vis- 
ited Colombo as foreign minister 
in January announced their unilat- 


. erally lifting tariff and quota bar- 


riers on 80 Sri Lankan 


commodities but what those items 
arê is jet to be worked out. 

` Under the SAPTA terms, any 
concession given to one country , 


tance by several countries to grant 1 
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gional trade péct will .be jump 
started at the South: Asian summit 
` Bext week amid repeated calls to 
make the 


tions in the region meet in the 


12 to the 14h. 


. Cooperation 

(SAARC) members was floated by 
Sri Lanka in 1991 ip Colombo ago 
but there was little progress. ر‎ 

“Declarations are divine but 
the devil is in e detail, " "an Asian 
diplomat. here: said underscoring 
the tough. bargainng and reluc- 


tariff and nqp-tariff concessions to 
each other. . 
The SAARC seven — Bangla- 


MONS 
BS. SANCHO erer smn 


Trade Agreement (SAPTA) must 
be negotiated, concluded and rati- 
fied by members in the next seven 
months to set the stage for creating 
a South. Asian Free Trade Agree- 
ment (SAFTA) by the year 2000. 

‘The frustrations due to delays 
in getting SAARC to work anl 
improve the livmng conditions n 
this region which is home to 1, 100 
million people has been repeatedly 


3 xpressing salutation and wishing you ever-increasing suc- 
cess in worshipping God and serving Muslim and brave 
people of Iran who are incessaitly and tirelessly engaged i in defend- 
ing the values and achievements of the Islamic Revolution. 

We hereby take the opportunity and in this era the global 
arrogance has mobilized all its strength to combat Islam and 
Muslims, and has recently humiliated the Muslims’ sanctities 
through a Berlin court's verdict in order to relieve the pain of 
Zionism'’s slapped face, we find it necessary to express our strong 
hatred on the indictment of puppet judiciary system of Germany 
and voice our readiness along with people from all strata 
throughout the country to take part în fhe seventh round of 
presidential elections and in this way manifest the glory of Islamic 
Iran concerning obeying Vale Amr of Muslims (supreme religious 
authority for Muslims’ affairs), Grand Ayatollah Khamenei. 

In this regard, Engineers’ Islamic Center of Hormuzgan 
Province completely survey- ing Your pre-Revolution campaign 
background as well as post-Revolution acquired experience and 
also distinguished characteristics such as virtue, justice, bravery, 
nobility, generosîty and. political intelligence has recognized you 
for the folowing justifications as the most qualified candidate to 
take the heavy responsibilities of the next president of Islamic 
Republic of Iran and wili vote for you în the presidential elections: 


1) Full trust of late Grand Leader of Islamic Revolution, Imam 
Khomeini (RA), in you and also attaining the representati- veness 
of Construction Jihad and your effective role in organizing this 
revolutionary organization as well as the bright achievements of 
its performance both during 

8-year period of sacred defense and the fagbearer of 
construction, President Hashemi: Rafsanjani office 


2) Carrying ouî the great responsibility of Interior Ministry in 
critical period, combating anti-revolutionary groups, establishing 
political stabilîty in the country, tying political thoughts of 


MAYS, 1897 ا‎ 
e me rra RT CCA Toa FT E 
Scams, Price Gouging Abound in Crazy-Cola Challenges Coke وا‎ 

in Deepest Siberia ا‎ 


riilion robles ($350), well sbove 
the national rate. 

Pikra’s board has i5 mem- 
bers, but only two of hem are 
men. 


Kuznetsova, an innovator, 
regularly invites foreign experts 
to visit the cormpany, as well as 
psychologists to advise the em- 
ployees of the need to keep sober 


` when working in a brewery. 


Coca-Cola's Krasnoyarsk 
head, Sitos Reyes, says he is not 
afraid of competition from Pikra. 
After all, he sold six million liters 
of Soda in central Siberia in just 
six mouths Or so last year. 

But he admitted: “They are 1 


very strong, particularly in soft ’,, 


drinks." 


TEHRAN TIMES 


“Crazy Cola is laughing both at Coca-Cola and 


کے 
was in a deplorable state, Kuznet-‏ 
sova said. “The equipment was‏ 
out of date and a third of the 400‏ 

employees were drunks." 

Now Pikra is regional market 
leader in non-alcoholic drinks, 
including lemonade, mineral 
water and fruit juices, while still 
producing 13 different types of 
beer of varying strengths. 


` This month the company is 
opening its fourth Pikra bar in 
Krasnoyarsk, an industrial city of 
Onë million inhabitants. 
“{t's often immossihle to get 


Profits in 1996 came to $5 million, as much as št had 
borrowed over the past three years to finance its 
moderiization, while the workforce has risen to 900, half 


Kuznetsoya meanwhile hopes 
that Russia will regain its former 


` taste and reputation for quality 


drinks ‘made fromm natural ingre- 
dients, including lemoiade, beer 


amd kvass, which is made from 


fermented bread. 


PARIS — More than 1,000 
demonstrators marched through 
Paris Saturday, protesting 
against air pollution created by 
car traffic in the French capital. 


The group. on foot, bicycles 


and roller-skates, headed from 


Place de la Bastille in the east of 


. the city to the central Palais 


Royal carrying banners declaring 


“oycling — c'est la viel" and | 


“the car"s worse than the clap!" 

Dominique Voynet, a spokes- 
woman for the two environ” 
mental groups organizing the 
protest said France’s politicians 
“rarely take the metro (subway) 
and rarely take their children to 
the creches in the morning in 


strollers (prams) which put their 


noses in the exhaust pipes. It's 
kighiy unlikely they are aware of 


how serious the problem is.” 


Calling for changes to air-pol- 


fution laws, she said “The car 
responsible for the pollution 
should stay in the garage." 


Some protestors were carry- 
ing rmniti-colored exhaust pipes 
which they intended to set up’ as 
a symbol of their demands near 
Paris Mayor Jean Tiberi’s office 
in the City Hall. 

Should Paris’ pollution ex- 
ceed acceptable limits, the city's 
authorihes bave an emergency 
plan ready which involves ban- 


- ning half the cars from taking to 


the road, according to their mum 
ber plates. On odd dates, Cars 
wiik edd nunıbers only can enter, 


On even days, even numbers + 


orly. 
Wie it has rot yet been used, 
a peak ir the level of nitrogen 
dicxida j Paris ou Thursdsy 2P” 
pronehed isk levels before a 
ght wind caused the gas to dis 
zipate. AFF) 


of them sales staff. 


.into these pubs, they are so 


packed,” said Tatiana Koval- 
chuk, spokesman of the regional 
administration and a self-con- 
fessed Pikra Fan. 

Pikra's annual production of 
30 million liters of beer is distrib- 
uted throughout Siberia and this 
year the company began to form 
its own transport firma. 

Profits in 1996 came to $5 
million, as much as it had bor- 
rowed over the past three years 
to finance its ‘modernization, 
while the workforce has risen to 


900, half of them sales staff. 


" Fuirtherinoitê fij aë ` paid "ûû 
tine, a rare thing in Russia, re- 
ceiving an average of some 2.2 


ourselves.” 
KRASNOYARSK, Russia — 


“Crazy Cola is laughing both 
at Coca-Cola and ourselves,” 
said Pikra boss Yevgenia Kuznet- 
sova to explain tie name of the 
Soda, which tastes somewhat like 
its rival. 

“We know that a small re- 
gional firm has a hard job to fight 
a multinational." 

“But I am on my home 


ground," added Kuznetsova, . 


who is a graduate of a U.S. busi- 
ness school and has worked at 
Coke"s great U.S. foe PepsrCola 
in Minneapolis. 

Since March Pikra has sold 
400,000 liters of Crazy Cola, she 
said. 


Founded as a brewery in 1875 
— its name derives from Piyevo, 
the Russian for beer, and. Kras- 
noyarsk — Pikra is one of mod- 
ema Russia's éuéèi 2 

When she took over as the 
head of the company in 1987, it 


Jury to Decide on Dead Smoker’s 
Family Compensation 


they say they shouldn’"t have 
bought it.” 1 

The widely watched wrong- 
ful-death trial over Mrs. Con- 
nor’s death in 1995 at age 49 is 
the first Iiability test for tobacco 
companies since they losing a 
case in August to the same aftor- 
ney. 

Wilner, who won the land- 
mark $750,000 verdict against 
Brown and Williamson last year, 
askêd jurors to rule cigarettes 


were unıreasonably dangerous 
and defective, 


“Who made it cool to smoke 
poison?” he asked. “She died 
prematurely, and it wasn” t 
right" 

With help from newly dis- 
closed company documents, Wil- 
ner claimed Reynolds was aware 
of the dangers of smoking for 


. decades but concealed the truth 


fron the public. 

Mrs. Connor was lured into 
smoking as a teenager by the in- 
dustry’s glamorous images and 
already was addicted when warn- 
ing labels first appeared on ciga- 
rettes, he said. 


În videotapes shown to the 


jury, the frail, gaunt, bald 
woman testified she smoked ùp to 
three packs a day. She quit in . 


1993, a month befre she was 
diagnosed “with terminal lung 
cancer, which spread to her 
brain, iver and spinal cord. (4® 


JACKSONVILLE, Florida — 
Comparing cigarettes to “candy 
with razor blades inëside,” a 
lawyer urged jurors to send a 
tobacco giant a message and 
make it pay for causing a ifelong 
smoker's lung cancer and death. 

But an attorney for R.J. 
Reynolds Tobacco Co., maker of 
the Winston and Salem cigarettes 
Jean Connor Preferred, said in 
his closing argument Friday that 
the case is about a woman who 
knew the risks and chose to 
smoke anyway. 

“They want to send a message 
you can only send if you ignore 
your common sense,’ said 
Reynolds attorney Paul Crist. 
"This case is not about messages 
at all. This case is about Jean 
Connor. This case is about deci- 
sions she made throughout her 
lifetime.” 

The jury of three ex-smokers, 
two nonsmokers and a current 
smoker deliberated two hours in 
the wrongful! death case Friday 
aftemoon before going home for 
the weekend. Mrs. Connor’s two 


“Reynolds had actual knowl 
edge that its products were harm- 
ful — dangerous, "said Norwood 

"Woody" Wilner, one of the 
amily attorneys. "Jt sells candy 
with razor blades inside to any- 
ers win wants to buy it and then 
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Flood-Weary Winnipeg 


ada and thes southern United 
States, Memos Clayton said. 

“Î got a call about a southern 
U.S. call center. When I called 


them I found out they do collect - 


funds, but with a substantial man- 
agement fee. we don’t believe in 
that," he said. 

There were also cases of loot- 
ing reported in homes abandoned 
in the United States due to Red 
River flooding. 

People in southern Saskatche- 
wan compizined to police when 
they were pressed by phone so- 
licitors for their credit card num- 
bers to pledge aid for Manitoba’s 
flood victims. 

“We just want to make sure 
the money doesn’t go to scam 
artists," Rayal Canadian 
Mounted Police Col. Wayne 
Christensen said. “It’s unfortu- 
nate that theres unscrupulous 
people who take advantage of 
people at these times.” 


The Red Cross has been col- 
lecting donations on behalf of all 
aid agencies but does not solicit 
funds. 

“We had heard some pecple 
were Joing telephone solicitation 
in the name of the Red Cross and 
we heard of one or two people 
knocking on doors," Red Cross 
spokeswoman Judy Burwell said. 


Filmon called the “largest civil 
disaster this century.” 

Soldiers were granted police 
powers on Saturday to assist 
Winnipeg police in patrolling 
evacuated neighborhoods, 
Mayor Susan Thompson said. 

Even those Winnipeggers who 
were not evacuated became lar- 
gets for price gougers capitaliz- 
ing on fears high river levels 
could lead to sewer back ups in a 
sudden downpour of rain. 

Cify hardware stores sold out 
quickly as worried homeowners 
telephoned coast-to-coast and 
into the United States to buy 
sewer backup valves priced be- 
tween C$8 and C$22 (U.S.$6 and 
U.S.$16) each. 

“The valve we bought was 
C$35 (U.S.$25) but they had to 
install it and it cost C$65S 
(U.S.$46) for a 10-minute instal- 
lation," Winnipeg homeowner 
Francine Martin said. 

“We could have done it our- 
selves, it was just four screws but 
they said they had no valves in 
store. There was a waiting list but 
their plumbers had valves they'd 
install for us," Martin said. 
“That's a fot of money, it’s un- 
fortunate that under the circum- 
stances people are taking advan- 
tage of the situation." 

There were reports of dubious 
call centers ^rmnss westem Can- 


WINNIPEG, Manitoba — As 
Winnipeggers endured the area’s 
worst flooding in 145 years, 
exhausted residents were also 
finding themselves prey to scam 

“I know this event 99.9 per- 
cent of the time brings out the 
best in people, but sometimes it 
brings out the worst," Manitoba 
Emergency Management Or- 
ganization (MEMO) executive 
coordinator Harold Clayton said. 
*“There are a lot of charities pop- 
ping zp and I've referred some to 
the police for investigation." 

A 29-year-old Winnipezger 
faced 12 counts of fraud after 
police accused him of falsely 
claiming fo be a fund-raiser for 
tbe Salvation Army. He solicited 
money from at least 12 residents 
of a northeast Winnipeg neigh- 
borhood this week. 

“The criminals don't respect 
us in the best of times, so why 
would they in the worst?" Win- 
nipeg Police Sergeant Carl Shier 
said. 


Manitoba has suffered its 
worst flooding since 1852, with 
an area twice the size of Hong 
Kong under water and 29,000 
Canadians displaced. 

Offers of help have come in 
from all over North America and 
Europe in response to the flood, 
which Manitoba Premier Gary 


Sumatran Sorcerer May 
Have Killed Up to 42 Women 


womans body was found buried 
in a sugar cane field in Sei Se~ 
mayang, some 16.5 kilometers 
(10 miles) fron Medan on Mon- 
day. The woman was last seen by 
a friend at the suspect's home. 


A police search near the sus- 
pects house yielded two more 
bodies and a macabre buried 
cache of some 25 women's 
watches, bags and cloths, 

Medan police have been inter- 
rogating the suspect and search- 
ing for the other bodies, the chief 
of the Medan Police Colonel 
Primanto said, E to 
Kompas. 

The search for i more bodies 
has been hampered’ by the thou- 
sands of curios omookers who 


` crowded the area to watch the 


police in action. afF 


reportedly admitted. 

The Jakarta Post daily said 
two of his three wives, who are 
sisters, were also arrested on sus- 
picion of knowledge of some of 
the killings. 

lt added most of the victims 
were prostitutes, and their disap- 
pearances went unnoticed for 
years hecause none of their fam- 
ily members were concerned 
ahout their fate. 

“Some of the bodies I buried 
but there are also several that I 
just threw into the river," Kele- 
wang told police, the Republika 
reported. 


The bodies of at least nine 
women, who have not yet been 
identified, have been found in the 
nearby Ular River in the past five 
years. 

Kelewang was arrested after a 


New Delhi Authorities Ban 
Ice Cream at War Memorial 


Indian soldiers killed in World 
War IT, is a favorite picnic spot 
for thousands Of city dwellers 
who cannot sfford a weekend 
outside Delhi. 

The Kingsway, flanked either 
side by ornamental ponds, is also 
popular amoug foreign tourists 
visiting the Indian capital. 

“Greening of the area takes 
yeass. Shrubs, tree braschss and 
grass Gisappears overnight be- 
cause of the elephants, camels 
and horses brougsht to India Gate 
for joyrides,"" Khar said. 

body chief said he 


NEW DELHI — New Delhi 
authorities have banned ice 
cream trolleys and elephant rides 
at a British-built memorial in a 
drive to spruce up the capital's 
imposing Kingsway, officials 
said Saturday. 

‘“The New Delhi Municipal 
Touncil is going to come down 
heavily ou the litterbugs, " imtiaz 
Khan, chief of the city's civic 
body, ssid Saturday. 

Khan said mobije couris 
would prosecute îocd ané ica 
dream venmiors anl owners ofole- 
phaats, herse and camels i 
Yantufrtd or 1c the Kingsway 
where ihe i3-m 2 
andiu Gals war memorial is io 
caied. 


radstoze irdia Ost, 
wiick bears i2 2a nes oF 5.902 


JAKARTA -— An Indonesian 
sorcerer held by police in north 
Sumatra after the discovery of a 
woman's buried body may have 
killed up to 42 women, press 
reports said Sunday. 

But police Sunday would only 
confirm the suspect, identified as 
Nasib Kelewang, alias Amat 
Saruji alias Datuk Maringgi, was 
being held over the killing of 16 
women. 

“He is beng questioned about 
the 16 deaths," an officer on duty 
at Medan municipal station, in 
north Sumatra, said. 

The 47-year-old has admitted 
killing 42 women since 1936, an 
unnamed police source toll the 
Republika daily. 

The Kompas daily said he may 
bave killed up to 28 women, cif- 
ing police sources in Medan. He 
admitted killing 16 women since 
1990 alone, if added. 

The daily published a list of 
names of 28 women who may 
have fallen victim to the sorcerer. 
Some of the women have been 
missing since as far back as 1986. 

Senior police officers and the 
head of the police detective de- 
partment could not be irımedi- 
ately reached for comment Sun- 
day. 

The state Antara news agency 
reported Saturday Kelewang ad- 
mitted to kiiiing 19 women since 
1992. 

The killings rmsy have been 
part of an aitempi to master 


| 1 
| THOUGHT | 
WHAT we call reality is an agree- 


ment that people have arrived at to 
make life more livable. 


first water is flowing from its new 
pipeline from Sea of Galilee to 
Negev Desert, despite Arab objec- 
tions to the project. 


1978 - Red brigades in Italy 
announce they are carrying out 
death sentence against former Pre- 
mier Aldo Moro, whose body is 
found two days later. 

1988 - French asault tearm 
storms cave in French Pacific ter- 
ritory of Noumea, New Caledo- 
nia, and frees 22 gendarmes and 
procescutor held hostage by Mela- 
nesian separatists. 

1989 - Estonia's Communist 
Party removes 22 party leaders in 
sweep that gives greater strength 
to reformers. 

1990 - So-called ‘*‘two-plus- 
four” talks on German tnifica- 
tion, involving Britain, France, 
Soviet Union, United States and 
both Germanies, open in Bonn. 

1991 - President Bush remains 
hospitalized with an irregular 


heartbeat. | 

1992 - North and South Korea 
open talks orr implementing his- 
toric accords. 

1993 - A religious party threat- 
ens to bolt Prime Minister Yitzhak 


and upset the Middle East peace 
talks. 

1994 - Warplanes from north 
and south attack cities im Yemen’s 


“'ãr., first U.S. space explorer, is 


ing where the contraction mecha- drugs, molecular therapies or able to control the blood pressure 
nism breaks down in cells. Their treatment programmes to treat this but may not be able to reverse the 
findings appear iı recent edition of devastating disease," he said. damage. 
the Journal Science. He added that the findings give "I think people tend to think of 
Because of our improved un even more urgency for people t0 high blood preèssure as sornething 
derstanding of the molecular de- have their blood pressure checked that cun he reversed and control- 
fects that develop in heart failure, and, if necessary, treated Jed, But it has to be controlled 
it may be possible to develop novel promptly. Later treatment may bê before the damage is done," he 


said. 


(Reuter) 


HEALTH CAPSULESS® 
by Michael A. Petti, M.D. 
DoES EARUAX 


INTERFERE wiTH YOUR. 
HEARING € 


1525 - Peasants’ revolt in south 
Germany is suppressed. 

1646 - British forces under 
King Charles I surrender to Scots 
at Newark, England. 

1762 - Russia and Prussia sign 
treaty of St. Petersburg, under 
hich Russia restores all conquests 
and forms defensive and offensive 
alliance. 

1821 - France's Napoleon 
Bonaparte dies in exile on island 
of St. Helen. 

1824 - British troops take over 
Rangoon, Burma. 

1931 - People’s National Con- 
vention in Nanking, China, adopts 
provisional constitutuion. 

1936 - Italian forces occupy 
Addis Ababa, ending Abyssinian 
(Ethiopian) war. 

1961 - Astronaut Alan Shepard 


ORDINARILY NOT; 
` UNLESS THE UAX 
CoMPLETELY OBSTRUCT... 


HE EAR CANAL . 


rocketed 185 kilometers into space 

from Cape Canaveral, Florida. 
1963 - Algerians’ Foreign Min- 

ister Mohammed Khemisti dies 


T1 BAONED 
ENERHTAING ZT 
O CODLO 


BIUFFED” THE. REBT 
INTO M4 CLOSET! 


i gınısey poiun 288l @ 


. Study: 


Chemotherapy 

RL FE WASHINGTON — Researchers 

Damages Sperm _ idlastweek they had unlocked a 
ing that untreated high blood pres- 


Chromosomes ,. : i 


„ Lederer helps explain why that 
occurs at the cellular level. 
When blood pressure is high, 
heart cells enlarge. At first glance, 
this may seem like a healthy adap- 
tation to ã problern but in fact it is 
` a hidden, and deadly, defect. 
` “We were interested in heart 
failure, pressure overload or hy- 
pertension. We knew it was a 
messy, messy field," he said in a 


sized), failure develops." 
” A normal heartbeat follows 


flicts the Iymph system, and can 
electrical-chemical signals, ex- 


extend to the viscera. Samples of 


spérm were studied beforêè, during panding and contracting. But in 

arl after the treatment. people with high blood pressure, 
signals are muffled and cells do 

One too many or too few chro- of prODêHy soie: 

mosomes can cause miscarriages 

and malformations such as down Lederer and his colleagues 

syndrome. were able to study this process at 

4 : “AFF 


the céllular level in rats, pinıpoint-. 
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Nice Villa in Velenjak 


1200 sq.m built area, 1000 
sq.m garden, 5š bedrs, fully 
fum., 5 baths, slq, sip, sauna 
& gym room. 


EEE‏ د“ تتت 
Sales &€ Rentals‏ 
Residential & Commercial Property‏ 


A02 a2949 
وا ا‎ 2244 


Fetter SSRTICES Ex, 'Robinso 


One of ihe Besî of 


700 sq.m land, 400 b/ a, 4 bedrs, 4 baths; 
parquet floor, big reception, nice garden: ... 
1st Floor, 0.60, Maryam St., Africa Ave, 
°. Te: 3055045 - 20502 Fax: 2052344: 


‘The 850 Housing Agency 
` 8 74 74 74 - 850 850 


BRITISH Al RWAYS 


For Reormt to Foreigneys َ 
` KANDI 


APL, newiy built, 3 bedrs, air-conditioned, Sth fir., glass tower; 
excellent view, 5 tel ines, big pkg. lot, elevator. 


TG Z401 408 - 09112114 9 


The world’s favourite airline 


ValkAsr Ave. e Park Mellat, Sayeh St, No 1 Sayeh Building 
a ere ARE RIDT 
i Ada ERE کے ن‎ 


An international (EXP/IMP) company requires an 
executive secretary with the following qualifications: 


1- Ability for working with computer 
2- Handling telephone, fax and filing 
Vail: +98-21-87300309 


TOT 


REYEK 


س 
RIE 1‏ 


û foreign eomipeny in iren is looking for qualified 
QUNIY Ceniroi Supervisors for ils Yard sile. 

Candidates should possess the following skills/experience: 

1. Good command of written/spoken English 

2. Quality control supervision for piping installations of above 
ground & underground pipelines for gas, water, compressed 
air, oxygen, hydraulic and lubrication systems and furnace 
combustion systensr, 

3. Min. of 5 years of experience is essential 


Apnlicanis should sent fheir £.V. to fix no. 8040515 
0f contact 3030671. 


E 


¥ 


Apt., 3 bedrs, furnished, super lux. 
with indoor pool, private office, 2 
kinds of saunas, Jacuzzi & garden. 


2309006 


FFT 


RAB BETE 
Audio, TV, video, camera, 
organ and piano, refrig and 
freezer, carpets, cloths, and 
other household E 


| A DISTINGUISHED IMPORTER COMPANY OF MEDICAL . 
| PRODUCTS SEEKS FOR.A FEW MEDICAL ENGINEERS 
AND ELECTRONIC ENGINEERS WITH BACHELOR OF 
SCIENCE OR MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREES AND ONE 
DR. ENGINEER OF -MEDICINE FOR ITS SALES AND 
SERVICE DEPARTMENTS. GRADUATES FROM 
ENGLISH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES AND EXPÈRIENCED iN 
XRAY AND IMAGING ARE PREFERRED. 


Villas, Epts., Houses 
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E a DE‏ 
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Fantastic Vila 
With Tennis Court 


LEARN 
Guitar 2217161 


0 


Î THE ULTIMATE IN REAL ESTATE 
# 31, MODARRES & AFRICA 
JUNCTION 


ne how to a and: wre: in 
Farsi in one month is arene 


PERSIAN 
English, French, Italian, Spanish 
in 3 months 2217161 


ENGLISH EY UNIVERSITY 
PROFESSOR 


22012744 (DD) 


With Private Yard 
a 


چو سے 


a n e 


In Elahiyeh 


130 sq.m lovely apt., 2 
bedrs & all facilities, 


Pls. Contact: 8715030 


Attention 
Forcigners Residing 
in Iran 
Exclusive for your vacations in 1997 


‘The authorized Sogol Tour & 
Travel Agency has arranged 
fantastic domestic and overseas 
tours & ticket and visa for 
individuals and groups 
Reservafionz ّ 
EnglisiWFrench: Miss. ‘Poaneh 
English/ German: Miss. Sabet ` 
iîsh/îtalian: Miss. Berimanî 
Address: No. 65, corner of Zohreh St., Modarres Brp'way, 


Tehran. 
. Postcode: 15887 Tel: O09821 8849082-85 


` PO, Box: 16315-439 Fax: 009832 1-8849086 
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associations for displaying | 


the latest medical f 
achievements and f 
researches are 


will present ten prestigious 
awards to authors of ten top 


The next speaker, Dr. 
Nouhî, chairman of Iranian] 
Heart 1 


money spent for theirjl 
medication. Ê 

Dr. Nouhi made aُ 
comparison between the] 
cost of. 1 


diseases and stressed on the 
need for research onl 
prevention of such diseases. 


He expressed hope that by | 
implementing carefull 
scientific policies in the | 
community the number off 
mortalities resulting from | 
cardiovascular diseases wil] f 
be reduced considerably in j 
the country. 


Preventive Cardiology is j 
convened biannually in one 
of 
countries and this is the first | 
time it is being held in Iran. j 
Besides prominent | 


and cardiologists, 
individuals specializing in 
neurology, pediatrics, | 
gynecology, psychology || 


“From Theory 
Practice," will end on May 
5. 


| پیشکیری از بیماریهای قلبی عروقی: از علم تا عمل 


high credit in medical 
sciences in al! fields and this 
is due to the sagacity of the 
administrations of the nation 
who have launched big 
health and treatment 


projects in the country. 
He expressed hope that 
alongside the congress an 


association of Muslim states 
within the Mediterranean 


.region__._called___the 


Association of Preventive 
Cardiology will be 
established. 

The next speaker Dr. 
Sarafzadegan welcomed the 
distinguished guests and 
participants in the congress 


` and said, ‘This congress 


which is convened for the 
first time in Iran is held 
every other year in one of 
the Mediterranean ‘regional 
states," and then presented 
detailed statistics and valid 
data on the number of 
patients suffering from 
cardiovascular diseases in 
Iran and other countries. 
Noting to the cultural and 


social commonalties 
between the nations of the 
region, Sarafzadegan 


stressed the significance of 
holding such a congress in 
order for physicians to 
achieve new methods of 
diagnosis of cardiovascular 


diseases. 
She said more than 700 
domestic specialist 


physicians and 100 foreign 
cardiovascular experts from 
25 nations of Europe, Asia 
and America continents are 
attending the congress and 
300 dissertations have been 
received by the congress 
secretariat. 

An exhibition of latest 
advancements in the field of 
medical equipment by 
manufacturers of medical 
equipment for diagnosis of 
cardiovascular diseases and 
another exhibition attended 
by some domestic and 
foreign cardiovascular 


dying in the world of which 
12 million suffer from 
cardiovascular diseases. 
Among developing nations, 
out of 39 million mortalities 
9 million die of 
cardiovascular complaints. 

Referring to the danger of 
spreading cardiovascular 
diseases and the high cost of 
treatment of such diseases, 
the health minister said the 
Islamic Republic is 
spending approximately 15 
billion rials a year for 
treatment of cardiovascular 
diseases and 60 billion rials 
worth of drugs for such 
diseases is sold to the 
patients. Also each year 50 
million dollars medical 
equipment are being 
imported to the country. 

He said due to high cost 
of treatment of 
cardiovascular diseases the 


` Bešt feasible method of 


treatment is preventive 


2 Ongar: 


ede a2 gia: 


being performed by Iranian 
physicians. 

“The present congress 
held at a time when proper 
attention is being paid to the 
health and prevention and 
treatment of heart diseases 
has become more and more 


: important than in the past 


due to the special condition 


of nutrition and life of 


mankind. 

“We hope that this 
congress wil! take important 
steps toward scientific and 
human achievements and 
will be a suitable forum for 
exchange of the latest 
scientific findings related to 
heart. 

“We wish every success 
for the organizers and 
participants of the First 
Mediterranean Congress on 
Preventive Cardiology and 
the Tenth Congress on 
Cardiovascular Disorders.” 

Referring to the medical 


Tie gian mcagtrver fafsz: by ike fela 
forimeDroventenê 2f heaidğk enuf medics 
EFO 2F CONESFIONS SRC mono gion 
supporting the vuineralis SRASSEN Cj 


sly Res beer se 


applauded by the Horli Healt: 


other medical instifzitons arosnc ile werdî 


cardiology by giving 
necessary education to 
people, changing food diet 
and reducing the number of 
patients suffering from such 
diseases. 

Congress President Dr. 
Masoud Pour Moqaddas 
made a detailed comparison 
of scientific, expertise and 
research achievements 
compared to the 
pre-Revolution era and 
Iran’s remarkable medical 
rank compared to advanced 


` nations in the world. 


Thanks to the endeavors 
of our devoted and expert 
physicians, the Islamic 
Republic has attained a very 


K2‏ ت 
achievements made by the‏ 
Islamic Republic in recent‏ 
years, Minister of Health‏ 
Dr. Marandi said, “During‏ 
recent years, we have‏ 
succeeded to establish 23‏ 
specialized and 20‏ 
super-specialized branches‏ 
in the country.”‏ 

“Compared to the 
pre-Revolution era, the 
number of beds in hospitals 
has been doubled and 
availability of 100 thousand 
hospital beds in the country 
at present is an important 
indicator of progress,’ said 

Marandi. 

The minister said each 


Inauguration ¢ 


ISFAHA 


successfully year 50 million patients are 


Preventive Cardiology and 
10th Annual Iranian Congress 
of Cardiovascular Disorders 
as follows: 

“From ancient times the 
great Islamic Iran has been 
the cradle of science and 
scholars from all over the 
world flocked’ to Iran to 
learn science, 

. “Among different 
sciences, Muslim scholars 
paid special attention to 
medical sciences which 
enjoyed a special status in 
Iran, and for many years 
and scientific 
discoveries of renowned 
Iranian doctors such as 
Avicenna, Farabi, Razi, Ibn 
Nafis, etc. were considered 
valid and worthy sources ın 
‘East and West and they 
contributed greatly to the 
development of medical 
sciences. 4 
` “By launching important 
programs for enforcement 
öf social justice and a 
comprehensive 
development in the 
economic, social and 
cultural .branches aimed to 
revive the Islamic 
civilization, the Islamic 
Republic of Iran has taken 
big steps toward the 
advancement of the nation. 

“The giant measures 
taken by the Islamic 
Republic for improvement 
of health and medicatiori and 
control of contagious and 
non-contagious diseases and 
supporting the vulnerable 
masşes of the community 
has been so wide and 
glorious that has been 
applauded by the World 
Health Organization and 
other medical institutions 
around the world. Iran’s 
progress in medical scieftes 
is an important indicator of 


. this development. 


` *““The progress of medical - 
sciences in Iran has been to 
such extent that besides 


. training cardiovascular 


.specialists, cardiologists 
and medical professors in 
the medical universities 
within the country, the 


‘Islamic Republic is not any 


more in neéd of dispatching 
patients to foreign countries 
for medical treatment. The 
most sophisticated surgical 
operations such as 
cardiovascular operations 
and treatment of heart 


«diseases without surgical 
operation is 


. . Mediiterrarzeaı 


“ „ı.i Prevention of C.V.D: Time for Action 


: books 


Î foreign cardiovascular ex- . 


Jamshidi expressed hope. 


Congress on 


Igo he First Eastern 
| (Mediterranean Con 
ا‎ gress on Preventive 

i Cardiology and 10th Annual 
franian Congress of Cardio- 
jÎ vascular Disorders was held 
fin a: grand ceremony at- 
ftended by. Dr. Alireza Ma- 
| randi, minister of health, 


1 Br. Merandî 
Î treatment and medical edu- 
jjcation, . Ms_._.Fatemeh... 


Î Hashemi Rafsanjani, head of 
j Special Diseases ‘Founda- 
tion, Isfahan governor gen- 
Î eral, Dr. Nouhi, chairman of 
j Iranian Heart Association, 
|j managing director of Social 
j Insurance Organization and 
j university professors and 
jİ some 700 domestic special- 
ists and researchers and 100 


perts at the Cardiovascular 
Research Center of. Isfahan 
Medical Sciences Univer- 
sity. 

Dr. Jamshidi, dean of 
i Medical College of Isfahan 
f University, welcomed the 
jguests and said due to the 
high rate of cardiovascular 
J diseases in the country, an 
Jlexaminatton and exchange 
ORL opinion’ :about 
icatdiovascular. diseases 
HamonğIranian and foreign 
fexperts for: preventive 
cardiology ‘was significant. 
I He said, “Change of 
living patterns.by direct 
education’ of people from 
early childhood: and change 
of social behavior and 
identification of patients 
before the diseases become 
fadvanced and chronic, were 
Himportant topics of the 
fcongress.’” 


fthat the result of the 
congress will be followed up 
Jland. implemented by the 
j related experts and officials. 
# Dr. Alireza Marandi then 
Ê read President Rafsanjani’s 
3 message to the First Eastern 
j Mediterranean 
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meters (565,000 cubic f) per _ 


MAYS, e 


‘Monster’ 


Zhengzhou is a EN 
f) rock and earth-filled dam 


laced with a complex weh of 16 
tunnels that also thread: through 


the river's left bank. 


The tunnels are. intended to. 


regulste the river's huge sîlt load 
and erratic water flow. 


“Electricity generation is only. . 


a lesser priority of the Xiaolangdi 


project, with flood control being . 


first," said Wang, whose 
company is in charge of he 
project. 

Engineers spent 30 years 
designing the dam, which will be 
the largest of its kind n China. f 
is far more intricate than its much 
bigger, more expensive and 
highly publicized cousin at the 


ree. SOEs o he Tengê < 


River. 

“The project has bé êra! 
characteristics, one of which is 
its complexity," Wang said, 


gesturing to the 14.5-meter-wide 


(47-fD tunnels that burrow more 
than oqe km (3,300 ft} through a 
hill on the left bank of the river. 

“The rock conditions here are 
not very good, so it is very 
difficult to proceed with the job, 
he said. 


A vast 12.5 billion-cubic- ° 


meter (441 billion-cubic-ft) 
reseoir behind the dam is to 
serve as a catch basin for silt and 
will be capable of holding .7.5 
billion cubic meters (265 billion 
cubic f) of sediment before it 
finally fills up after about 30 
years. 

.. What. happens then?.. 

.Wang said he hoped the 
temporary halt in the flow of silt 
would buy time to come up with 
a more permanent solution. “At 
that time, our children will think 
of something to do, `" he said. 
Pacifying “China's 
Sorrow" 

The reservoir would also 
allow dam operators to regulate 
the Yellow River's notoriously 
fitful flow, which fluctuated 
between a dawdling 1.500 cubic 
meters (53,000 cubic ft) per. 
second and a raging 16,000 cubic 


at record lows, the river has 
claimed tens of millions of lives 


project was deemed too risky to 
attract private investment, said 


Pieter Bottelier, chief of the 


World Bank’s China mission. 
Water Use to Pay 


for Dam 

E 
than $1.109 billion in foreign 
fimds, with $1 billion of that 
coming from a World Bank loan 
and the remainder from foreign 
commercial credits, Wang said, 

Six 300-negawatt generators 
would go on line between 1999 
and 2001 to help slake central 
China's growing demand for | 
energy, said Wang. 

Wang's company has already 
signed a $55.5 million contract 


tenders in October for more aa 
$44 million worth of mriliary 
equipment such as.a compuler 
control system. (Redes) 


. with German firm JM. Voith AE 
.| for the turbines and will iswe 


Xianru, deputy director of the 
Yellow River Water and 
Hydropower Development Corp. 

Beijing spends $1.2 billion 
each decade on shoring up the 
banks to keep at bay the threat 
that could claim tens of millions 
of lives should the river burst its 
dikes. 

Some 4,000 villages were 
wiped out and untold millions of 
peasants drowned in 1938 when 
nationalist leader Chiang Kai- 
Shek ordered the dikes biown up 
to try to halt advancing Japanese 


Buy Time 
At the core of the $4. 17 billion 
project near Henan’s capital 


and some recent Anglo ones. 

Most of the Bandelier sites 
from about 1150 to 1450, when 
the ancestors of modern Pueblo 
Indians flourished on the Mesas 
and in canyons that mach like 
fingers from the Jemez 
Mountains east to the Rio 
Grande. 5 

Besides Kivas and Cliffside 
homes in Frijoles Canyon, 
Bandelier has many other 
archaeological sites including 
field houses, rock art panels, 
stone figures and areas where 
stone tools were flaked. 

Sydoriak said $333,500 has 
been” spent at Bandelier for 
rehabilitation and researching 
flood and geological hazards 


Since the fire. 


Bandelier’s budget request for 
the next fiscal year, which begins 
October 1, includes anı estimated 
$1.3 million to deal with the 
fire's aftermath, she said. 

Authorities have already 
approved $566,300 of that for 
work on park service land, 
Sydoriak said. 

“About half will be used to 


TEHRAN TIMES 
China Water Project to 


Tame Yellow River 


XIAOLANGDI, China — What 
do you do with a river that rises 
10 cm (four inches) a year and 
already looms perilously over 
cities that sit under the shadow of 
the dikes that hold it in? 

China believes the answer, at 
least for now, is its multi-billion 
dollar Xiaolangdi dam project, in 
the central province of Henan. 

Through the centuries, 
deposits of silt have raised the 
bed of the Yellow River so high 
that its waters now look down 
upon many cities and towns along 
its banks. 

“In the past, hundreds of 
years the dikes have been raised 
many times so that the river is 
higher than the surrounding area 
in many places," said Wang 


Fire’s Aftermath: Erosion 


Ranger District of the Santa Fe 
National Forest, 

The scorched area in 
bandelier included 422 known 
archaeological sites, although 
there could he as many as 600 
within the fire perimeter. 

Mozzillo said 298 sites have 
been exarîîined since the fire; 172 
were burned and 48 . required 
immediate treatment ~— mainly 
for erosion control. 

“Things like building check 


Automakers Made Big 
OQOuality Gains in “97 


now such things as styling, 

j» Safety, price and the 
dealer showroom and service 
experience, '" said Ron Haas, GM 
vice president of quality. 

Parker said the origin of the 
vehicle is less significant today 
that it was years ago. He noted 
that quality scores vary morê 
today model by model — most 
automakers have some that score 
high and others that rank low. 

J.D. Power sells its survey 
information to automakers and 
others in the industry. 
Manufacturers use the 
information in advertising and to 
compare with their own quality 
and customer- satisfaction 
measures. 


fam 


Threatens Archaeological Sites 


ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico 
— Archaeologists at Bandelier 
National Monument and the 
adjacent Santa Fe National 
Forest are worried. 

A fire last spring that burned 
more than 16,000 acres (6,500 
hectares) and stripped away 
ground cover was followed by 
heavy flooding. damaging 
valuable evidence of human 
settlement dating back as far as 
9500 B.C. this spring"s snow 


Mountain show will be melting, rushing doiin canyons. 
Summer thunderstorms will unleash thetr fury on the 
barren landscape. Water will cut or trickle through 
archaeological sites. Come winter, water will freeze, 


dams, masonry dams, people 
. putting in erosion breaks, 
reseeding with native seeds," 
Mozzillo said. “We also used 
geo-textiles — mats of fibrous 
materials are laid down.” 
Charisse Sydoriak, chief of 
resources management at 
Bandelier, said at least eight 


“The fire itself didn’t do a whole lot of damage to the 
sites. It’s the fire’s aftereffects — erosion, things like 


stabilize the watershed on forest 
service lands upslope from us 
because that’s where flood 
source areas are, '" she said. “The 
other half is for excavation of 
sites that will be lost and to assess 
and treat ites that we looked at 
last year." 

While Bandelier is at the 
bottom of the watershed, most of 
the archaeological sites on the 
forest land sit on Mesa tops away 
carrying runoff. 

The Jemez Ranger District has 
field houses, scattered artifacts 
and quarry sites where obsidian 
was taken for tools such as 
arrowheads, scrapers and knives. 

“We had about 100 known 


sites that burned over just on the 


forest side,” said Rita Skinner, 
Jemez Ranger District 
Ist. 

“The fire itself didn't do a 
whole lot of damage to the sites. 
It's the fire's aftereffects — 
erosion, things like that," 


4 


that.” 


other sites need immediate 
attention. 
And four to six additional sites 


— such as stone one-room field - 


houses or terraces — need 
emergency excavation. 

A full assessment of sites wil] 
have to wait until the snow melts 
and the ground thaws, but some 
Problems will have to be fixed 
before the heavy summer rans 
come in July and August, 
Sydoriak said. 

The 32,727-acre (13,244- 
hectare) national monument has 
about 3,600 archaeological sites 
— 2,113 documented. The 
neighboring 224,000-acre 
($0,650-hectare) ranger district 
kas 3,500 recorded sites and an 
additional 5,000 to 8,000 
wnrecorded sites, 

Archaeological sites in the 
monument and Ranger District 
include some Paleo-Indian sites 
dating back to 9500 B. C., some 
archaic ones from 2,000 B.C. to 
A.D. 600, some Spanish sites iı in 
the late 1500s to the late 1600s 


rocks will crack. 


melt and summer rains could 
cause further harm. 

*“We can’t save all of therm," 
said Elizabeth Mozzillo, park 
archaeologist with the National 
Park Service at Bandelier, 
referring to the hundreds of 
archaeological sites within the 
burned areas. 

‘We're dealing with rapidly 
accelerating erosion,’ she 
added. 

Last April's dome fire — 
which flared from an abandoned 
campfire — burned 16,516 acres 
(6,684 hectares) of pinon, 
juniper, ponderosa pine and 
nixed conifer trees in the Jemez 
mountains of northern New 
Mexico near Los Alamos. 

Severely burned areas 
stripped the thin top soil of 
erosion protection — grass, 
brush, trees and an organic layer 
containing their seeds. 

“We experienced major 
flooding last year, and weve 
been told it apparently will be 
worse this year," Mozzillo said. 

Mountain snow will be 


melting, rushing down canyons. . 


Summer thunderstorms will 
unleash their fury on the barren 
landscape. Water will cut or 
trickle through archaeological 
sites. Come winter, water will 
freeze, rocks will crack. 

The burned landscape 
included 4,779 acres (1,934 
hectares) in Bandeiier, 3,092 
acres (1,251 hectares) in the 
adjacent dome wilderness — for 
which the fire was named — and 
the remainder in the Jemez 


take what they have learned in 
producing high-quality, low- 
volume vehicles and apply these 
concepts to the production of 
high- volume vehicles," said 
Chance Parker, the firm's 
product research director. 

J.D. Power also said the 
quality gap between cars and 


DETROIT — Automakers 
dramatically improved the 
quality of their qew cars and 
trucks in the 1997 model year, 
according to the latest initial 
quality survey of buyers by J.D. 
Power and'Associates. 

Once again, Japanese models 
dominated the list of the highest 


Once again, Japanese models dominated the list of the 
highest ranking cars and light trucks. But the market 
research firm sald recently there were major gains 


light trucks largely vanished in 
1997 because of big gains in the 
new crop of pickups and midsize 
sport utility vehicles, Ford’s 
redesigned F-series pickups, for 
example, scored 64 problems per 
100 units, compared with 114 for 
the 1996 model. 

But significantly poorer 
scores still exist within other 
segments of the truck market, 
such as minivans and small and 
large sport utilities, Parker said. 

The firm releases only the top 
three ranking vehicles in each of 
1f car and truck categories. 

Among the 33 top-ranking 
vehicles, 24 have Japanese 
nameplates and nine are big three 
products. Some of the Japanese 
models, such as the Honda Civic 
and Accord and Nissan pickup, ` 
are made in the United States. No 
European vehicles made the list. 

Toyota had the most top- 
ranked vehicles with 11I, 
followed by Honda with seven, 
General Motors with six, Nissan 
with five, Ford with three and 
Chrysler with one. 

In recent years, the big three 
have noted their improving 
scores while disputing the 
significance of their lower 
overall ranking compared with 
the Japanese. They say the 
differences have become 
statistically insignificant. 


“This study continues to 
confirm that quality is no longer 
a major discriminator and that 
key satisfaction factors ... are 


of the most important Muslim 
leaders, intellectuals and human 
right activists who have fought 
and died in the name of Kashmir. 

“It's a dance of death."" 

Habibullah has a store of 
graveyard memories — “some 
sentimental, some edifying, 
some unbelievably gruesome and 
some tragic" — but the most 
haunting is of a six-year-old boy 
whose skull had been shattered. 

For three days in a row, says 
Habibullah, the boy’°s relatives 
appeared with new parts of his 
head for burial. 

Habibullah, who is illiterate, 
says he cannot read the future — 
but his lack of expectation is 
reflected by the half-dozen fresh’ 
graves he always keeps ready. 

“How many more may be 
buried in the months to coge — 
Allah alone knows," he says. 

“Why don"t we just 
concentrate on being human and 
leave fighting to the animals?” 


AFF) 


Kashmir Gravedigger Wants 
End to “Dance of Death” 


industrywide. 


ranking cars and light trucks. But 
the market research firm said 
recently there were major gains 
industrywide. 

The firm surveyed 43,752 
owners of 1997 vehicles after 
three months of ownership, 
asking them to detail defects and 
other problems with their new 
car or truck in 89 areas. 

The average number of 
problems per 100 vehicles 
dropped to a record low of 86, 
down 22 percent from 1 10-for the 
1996 model year — the largest 
drop since J.D. Power began the 
survey a decade ago. 

Among cars, the average 
number of problems per 100 
vehicles fell to 81 from 100; for 
trucks, it plummeted to 92 from 
123. It was the first time that all 
three averages fell below 100, or 
less than one problem per 
vehicle. 

“While there have been 
‘incremental improvements in 
vehicle quality over the past 10 
years, the 1997 results reveal that 
the automobile industry is 
providing far superior quality 
.thari ever before," said Stephen 
C. Goodall, president of J.D. 
Power in Agoura Hills, 
California. 

The biggest gains were among 
some of the highest-volure cars. 
Typically, the top scores are 
posted by high-priced luxury cars 
that are produced in relatively 
low numbers. a 

“What we are now seeing iS 
the ability of marufacturers to 


SRINAGAR, India — It was a 
landmark of sorts; Habibullah 
Khan, Srinagar gravedigger, 
recently buried his 1,000th hody. 

Grave digging is supposed to 
give a different perspective on 
life, and for Habibullah, working 
in disputed Kashmir, it has made 
him increasingly depressed. 

Thé armed conflict in 
Kashmir, which has left around 
20,000 dead since 1989, “has 
changed my life", the 65-year- 
old says. 

‘“Then I was hopeful. But now 
I feel dejected." 

Habibullah works at the 
“Martyrs Graveyard” on the 
western fringe of Srinagaf, the 
summer capital of the Himalayan 
silale. 

The graveyard, the biggest iu 
the Kashmir Valley, was opened 
in January, 1990, when it was 
carved out of an İslamic prayêr 
ground. 

It has since become the 


permanent resting place of some 
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UN Chief Leaves on Five-Nation Swing 


Chernomyrdin and Foreign 
Minister Yevyeni Primakov. 

Russian officials say that 
Annan’s visit i5 expected to boost 
the UN role in settling conflicts in 
the commonwealth of independent 
states, the loose grouping of 12 
former Soviet Republics, 

Afler making a stopover ir 
Saint Petersburg, the UN 
secretary-genêral is to spend two 
days in Vienna from May 19 in 
talks with Austrian government 
and parliamentary leaders, and 
visiting UN headquarters. 

He is also to meet with 
Nazi-hunter Simon Wiesenthal, 
and former UN secretary-genera] 
Kurt Waldheim, a former Austrian 
president whose record was 
tarnished by accusations that he 
persecuted civilians while serving 
as a Nazi officer. 

Waldheim is protesting a 
10-year old U.S. decision to 
declare him "persona non grata” 
which led to his ostracization by 
other European leaders during his 
presidency, and prevented hirmı 
from attending UN SOth 
anniversary celebrations in New 
York in 1995. {aFF) 


Zemin. 

He and his wife Nanê will also 
visit the Great Wall of China and 
make a trip to Xian to view the 
historic Terra Cotta Soldiers. A 
visit to Shanghai is also planned. 

On May I12, Annan heads for 
Tokyo where the govemment has 
intensified efforts to obtain a 
permanent seat in the 15-member 
Security Council, Japan currently 
holds a rotating non-permanent 
seat. 

According to UN diplomats, 
prospects for an early solution on 
council expansion have dimmed 
since last month's non-aligned 
foreign ministers’ meeting in New 
Delhi. 

Annan is to have an audience 
with Emperor Akihito before 
holding separate talks with 
Foreign Minister Yukihiko Ikeda 
and Finance Minister Hiroshi 
Mitsuzuka. Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto is to host a 
hanquet in Annan"s honour on 
May 13. 

In Moscow from May 15-17, 
Annan is to meet with Russian 
leaders including President Boris 
Yeltsin, Prime Minister Viktor 


UNITED NATIONS — UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
leaves for The Hague today on his 
way to Russia, China and Japan as 
part of his efforts to shore up 
political support for UN reform. 

Aides say that aman will also 
focus on international issues such 
as the conflict in Zaire during his 
fivenation swing, which winds up 
in Vienna on May 20. : 

In The ‘Hague on Tuesday, 
Annan is to attend the inaugural 
session of the conference of the 
states parties to the landmark 
convention banning chemical 
weapons. 

He is also to hold talks with 
Queen Beatrix before heading to 
Ching, one of the five permanent 
UN Security Council members 
along with Britain, France, Russia 
and the United States. 

At the end of the two-week 
tour, Annan will have visited the 
capitals of all five permanent 
members since taking office on 
January 1. 

During his Chinese visit from 
Thursday to Sunday, Annan is to 
meet with Vice Premier Qian 
Qichen and President Jiang 


Mixed With Rwandan Refugees, 
Burundians Have Nowhere to Go 


Bujumbura Univèrsity, in 
Burundi’s capital, when Tutsi 
soldiers and students stormed his 
dornfitory almost a year ago. They 
killed a dozen Hutus. 

"i had to leave, otherwise i 
would've been killed,’ he said in 
near-perfect English. he. fled fo . 
Bukavu, on “the Zaire-fewind 
border and enrolled at the Bukavu 
catholic university. ّ 
` Thë college bliss he ‘and 14 
other Burundians shared there was 
short-lived: Zairian rebels began 
an insurrection against President 
Mobutu Sese Seko in September. 
As the rebels advanced through 
eastern Zaire, about 700,000 
Rwandan hutus returned to 
Rwandan, but another 300,000 
fled deeper into Zaire. 

“When (rebel leader Laurent) 
Kabila attacked Bukavu, we fled 
out of the city where we joined up 
with (Rwandan) refugees,'' 
Jean-Pierre said. "We couldn't 
leave the group, because it wasn't 
safe." 

Four of his fellow students died 
of malaria during a 700-km 
(430-mile) trek that ended in 


Biaro. 


in the camp. ha 
fh ram disease or 
he returns to Bururîi 


who have attacked camps, rebeèl 
troops who have allegedly 
committed massacres and disease 
and hunger that has killed an 
estimated 60 people a day. 

Even though ahout 30,000 
refugees have returned to the 
Biaro camp, 41 km (25 miles) 
south of Kisangani, the vast 
majority are still unaccounted for 
in the jungle after attacks on the 
camps. 

At Biaro, emaciated refugees 
fight for biscuits handed out by aid 
workers. The stench of death 
mixes with the stink of unwashed 
people and infected wounds. Mud, 
filth and flies cout nearly 
everyone. 

The Rwandan refugees say they 
have little to lose hy going home. 
Most of the 1.2 million Rwandan 
Hutus who fled in 1994 fearing of 
retribution for a Hutu 
government-orchestrated 
slaughter of half a million people 
- most of them minority Tutsis - 
returned hore late last year. 

But in Burundi, human rights 
groups say massacrès that began in 
October 1993. after Tutsi 


PATEETIOPES Sais ted the 
country’s first dermo2? 3 

tect 
contirls 


BIARO, Zaire — Ejhowıng ıs 
way through the horde of 
Rwandan refugees crowding a UN 
vehicle, Jean-Pierre kept asking 
the same question: “Do you have 
any news from Rwandan? What is 
going to happen to us?" 

The 23-year-old Burundian 
Hutz has ended up in the wrong 
place, with people bound for the 
wrong destination. All he shares 
with roughly the 80,000 Rwandan 
refugees rı central Zaire. is thê 
nightmare of hunger, filth, death 
and danger in squalid camps. 

“Tm not supposed to be here. i 
don't want to go to Rwandan. i 


. cannot go back to Burundi, '’ sail 


the clean-cut former law student. 
“j want to continue my studies, 
maybe in Kisangani, but soldiers 
don't let me out of the camp." He 
refused to give his last name to 
protect his family still in Burundi. 

Unlike the thousands of 
Rwandan refugees desperate to go 
home ma UN airlift, Jeans-Pier 
and anı unknown number of other 
Burımdian Hutus have nowhere to 
go. Ethnic strife makes it too 
dangerous to return to their 
Tutsi-ruled homeland. 

“We're not encouraging 
repatriation (o Burundi," said Paul 
Stromberg, spokesman for the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). “There are several 
hundred Burundians in Biaro, but 
we still don"t know what to do with 
them." 

Since the rebels who control 
more than half of Zairè allowed 
the airlift begin, just under 4,000 
Rwandans - including 1,319 on 


` Saturday - have heen flown out in 


the biggest refugee airlift ever 
attempted in Africa, 

Stromberg, based in Kisangani, 
said a shortage of jet fuel that 
slowed the airlift Friday had beer 
resolved. Tie agency aims to 
airlift 2,000 refugees a day. 

In theiz push across Zaire, rebel 
troops, many of whom are Tutisi, 
have gathered Hutu refugees by 
the thousands and dumped therm at 
gan overcrowGal transmit camp 
near Kisanyarni's main airport. Aid 
workers rush to zed them 


. send home those fi to travel. 


Far a ere an E 


He و‎ xicars 
from Zalrian meha 


for کک‎ e Seekers 


“nightmarish. 

“They feel their lives are in 
limbo and they live at the whim of 
the state," 

Discounting the minister's 
claim that the number of asylum 
seekers was steadily rising, Smith 
said over a longer period the 
numbers fluctuated. 

After the Persian Gulf War and 
the Chinese Tiananmen Square 
massacre, there was a sudden 
upsurge in asylum seekers from 


countries. 

Recent Doreases reflected a 
world-wide deterioration in 
human rights, but this did not alter 
the right of any asylum seeker to a 
fair hearing, said Smith, 

“We are not undermining the 
gênuine refugee program,” said 
Bradford. 

“What we are doing is freeing 
up resources which are currently 
being used to help people who 
shouldn"t be here." (AFP) 


UN Mission to 
Investigate 
Zaire Massacres 


GENEVA — A three-member 
mission tasked with investigating 
alleged massacres in eastern 
Zaire, including atrocities blamed 
on rebel troops,’ has arrived in 
Kigali, a un spokeswoman said 
here Sunday. 

*““They arrived in Kigali (from 
Geneva) yesterday night, ” spokes- 
woman Therese Gastaut said. 


Né other details were.available. - 


about the representatives” move- 
ments later Sunday, however the 
team was due to cross the border 
into easter Zaire to start work 
soon after their arrival. 

Two UN interlocuteurs and re- 
bel representatives were due to 
hold a first meeting on Sunday in 
Lubumbashi, the special rap- 
porteur on extra-judicial execu- 
tions and one of the team 
members, Bacre Waly Ndiaye, 
sail here Friday. 

The other investigators are spê- 
cial human rights rapporteur for 
Zaire Roberto Garrèton and a 
member of the UN working group 
on disappearances, Jonas Foli. 

The Trio have identified a list 
of priority sites n eastern Zaire — 
mass graves that are sail to contain 
thie corpses of Rwandan refugees 
— that they intend to visit. 

The mission also aims to inves- 
tigate in the Kisangani area, werè 
the Tutsi-dominated rebel alliance 
has been accused of attacking and 
killing hordes of Rwandan Hutu 
refugees inside and outside camps 
to the south of thie town. 

A resolution passed at the latest 
session of the UN human rights 
commission held in Geneva inı 
April paved the way for the inves- 
tigation, for which member gov- 
emments have pledged $3 16,000. 

Ndiaye said the success of the 
mission depended on securing the 
cooperation of rebel chief Laorent 
Kabila, who has waged a seven- 
month battle to topple President 
Molnıtu Sese Seko from powêr, 

The two are poised to hold 
landmark face-to-face talks on 
board a South African ship docked 
at a Congolese port. 

Mobutu has agreed “in priici- 
pai” to resign, a South African 

official said on board the 
Ota Sunday. 

The official declined to be 
(AFP) 


. named. 


have some kind of kangaroo court 


at the airpor. What wouki happen 


iS that some refugees would slash 
their wrists to prevent being sent 
back. This has happened already," 
says Smith, who has been working 
with refugees for over a decade. 
While Bradford has yet to 
clarify policy changes, he sees the 
current system with its multiple 
appeals anl delays as encourzging 


A genuine refugee is defined 


under the UN charter as someone  jhose 


with a real fear of being 
Persecuted, abused, jailed or 
tortured on grounds of their 


religious, political or social . 


beliefs. 

“It gets to be very suhjective 
and difficult to prove whether 
someone has a reasonable fear of 
persecution. In the meantime they 
get married, have kids and get in 
that way,” says Bradford. 

In the same year that Amnesty 
International is drawing attention 
in a world-wide campaign to the 
plight of an estimated 15 million 
refugees and another 20 million 


. internally displaced people, Hocal 


refugee support groups Are 
alarmed at the minister's proposed 
clamp down on asylumi seekers. 


New. Zealand accepts 800 


United Nations quota refugees 
every year, a figure proportionally 
higher than some countries, says 
Bradford. . ٤ 

Meanwhile a rèfugee and 
. miğrant service offering free legal 
advice was forced to close in 


. Auckland two months ago due to 


Tack of fonding, wille a hostel for 
newly arrived asylum seekers 
which opened recently is the only 
service offering temporary 


Auckland — a counselling service 


` with an eight-week waiting list for 


refugees suffering post-traumatic 
stress and other disorders — said 
the: immigration process 2 
asylum seekers . was 


AUCKLAND — Political 

are not exactly pouring 
into New Zealand, but as far as 
Immigration Minister Max 
Bradford is concerned, 1,300 
asylum seekers a ‘year are gbout 


„1,300 too many... 


Anxious at what he sees as “a 
consistent,. alarming trend 
upwards” from 347 asylam 
seekers in 1993 to 1,310 last year, 
Bradford is promising to shorten 


the. time frame for processing ° 


“We'll have more border 
controls so that claims can be dealt 
with expeditiously,” hetold AFP. 

An intake of 50 to 60 a 
seekers wok bè ê acceptable, be 
said. 

The minister’ » Girin about 
weeding out “economic" and 

“non-genuine refugees” whom he 
believes see New Zealand as a 
“soft touch”" have aroused the ire 
of Amnesty International and 
refugee organisations. 

Théy say a seriously 
understaffed arid underfunded 
inmigration service is at the heart 
of the problem... 


Endless waiting fof فا‎ to 


be heard has driven some refugees 
to attempted suicide, says 
Amnesty’'s refugee co-ordinator 
Bill Smith. 

Others are forced to sleep .m 
doorways, on the streets or in 
shelters alongside alcoholics and 
drug addicts beçause of lack of 
support whewthey.arrive. ` 


Giving asylum seekers the. 
chance for a fair-hearing’isa basic - 


human right that the New Zealand 
goverament is bound fo observe 
under the nniversal (declaration of 
human rights it has signed, says 
Smith. 

“Every case must be heard 
fairly. You çan’t do that in the 


middie of the night at an airport if 


the person doesn't speak English 
aud has just arrived after a very 
long flight,’ he says. 

“It horrifîes me that we might 


The World Needs û Wake-Up 


Cal! on Food Shoriage 


teaches us that when 
there is hımger, people go on the 
move, Medrano said. (But) it has 


yet been adequately recognized. 
History 


„ NOf yet been understood: What 


poverty and hunger in the Third 
World means to stability in the 
First World. 

He said many developed 
countries now spend more on 
immigration controls than on 
development aid. He proposed a 
world map of hunger to help 
governments .and _organizations 
target aid and investment at tie 
neediest rmral areas. Medrano 
estimated that 100 million people 
were already on the move. 

World leaders must tackle 
hunger as a threat to global 
stability, Medrano, Chile’s 

permanent representative to the 
Rome based FAO was quoted as 
saying. 

He said a policy on the need to 
end hunger in the next century 
must be adopted. Also a plan ‘of 
action must be adopted on how to 
meet the goal. The plan would 
commit governments to working 
for a world in which evêry mar, 
woman and child has the 


inalienable right to be free from 


hunger and malnutrition. 


The world’s population, ‘now 
over 5.8 billion, is expected to 
grow to 8.6 billion by 2025. In 
order to ensure sustained progress 
towards universal food security, 
today’s global food production 
will have to increase bj more thar 
15 percent aver the next 30 years, 
a report by Reuters said. .  . 
While a sustainable production 
increase of this toagnitude is 
considered to be. technically 


possible,” it will require a . 


formidable human, political and 
technological effort, it said. 

The report calls among other 
steps for’ stable economic and 
political conditions and 
manageable levels of foreign debt: 
in developing countries to help 
ensure countries that are able to 


feed their people. 
FAO estimates that more than 


800 million people are chronically 
undernourished, either because 
they do not produce enough food 
ar do mot have enough money to 
buy it 

Chilean Pedro Medrano was 
quoted ky Renters as saying tak 
tka thireat posed to international 
stability from hunger and 
poverty-driven migration lad not 
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By Martyr Ayatollak S.M. Hosseind Bekeskti. 


Part1 

- Praise and Adoration: :; 7 

Zit the moment when man contemplates the-perfection and 

(BU infnite glory of the Creator of the cosmos, he feels com. 

pletely overwhelmed by feelings of respect, modesty and lowliness. 

He bows before all that transcendency and grandeur out of his inner 

voice, touches the ground with his, forehead in stbmission, and 
begins to glorify and extol the Almighty God. 


قۇن ر 


When man finds himself în need of help from a superzafural 
being, he directs his attention to the Omniscient, Omınipotent and 
Merciful Creator of the universe, tells the Almighfy God wilat he 
wants and entreats Hîm for help. N 


Worship: 


The praise, adoration, supplication and enfreaty:are called 
Ebadat (worship) in the Qoranic language. The Qoran considers 
worship exclusive to the Almighty God and regards worshiping 
others except God a major sin. A 
“God has ordained that you nist not worship anyone 

except Him.” (17:23) N 


.In general, the worshîp of the Almighty God has not/been 
confined by lslam to any special language and form and there are 
no conditions or barriers in this regard. tslam only requires that. 
worship should not be tainted with superstition, dualism, 
ostentation and hypocrisy. . 

Therefore, the Muslims can worship the Almighty God 
wherever and whenever and in whatever/language and form they 
wish. 
Prayer: 


It is a ritual with a special form for worshiping the Almighty 
God and supplication which has valuable edifying aspects. 1 
Hymn of Monotheism and Unitarianism, Chant of Virtue and 


FF 


Prayer is the hymn of monotheism and unitarîanîsm and the, 
chant of virtue and chastity that protects our mids and sows _ 
against the contaminating fadlors existing in the everyday ffe. 
The people are mostly busy with their routine tasks, pursS. 
their personal objectives and not thinking about anything else. 
is quite natural and necessary that man should be engaged Û . 
everyday activities. In fact, such acdivities refresh and revitalZe: 
his body and soul, guide him toward new ways of life and help. 
him to better utilize sciences and industries and devise and nve" 
e apparatus that will enable him fo live a more com! 
ife. e 
However, while pursuing the above objectives, ihe ® f 
sometimes becomes so deeply occupied with routine acivii® j 
that he ignores his real self and contaminates his soul ` ٠ 
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body’s admirable, but the bird of 


TEHRAN TIMES 


Fe maser af Hood dwells 
where the beloved bestows 
himself to he who deciphers the 
mystery. 1 

He who experienced the relish 
af burning (sou! and body in the 


way of God), finds nothing buf 


£ vexation and dejection in this ma- 


terial being. 
Life’s beautiful, martyrdore 
more beautiful though. Healthy 


love takes the body as a cage in 
the garden. 

And didn’t they created the 
necks so lear io be severed easily 
in the love’s way? 

And shouldn’t the body suffer 


hard to 
bright? 

So, if fight is the goal, the 
cage better be broker. 

And the migralirg Sparrow 
never frets about the ruin of lis 
Rest. 

Did they ereate this ardent 
` tover in the wandering globe to 
stay in stable of sleep and still- 
ness? 

So, if the destination cannot be 
traced neither under these de- 
pressing ceilings nor behind the 
small ard dusky windows facing 
dead lanes, let the bird of soul 
slam the cage’s door. 


` and commemoration of the martyr 
commanders. 


The congress winds up work on 
Thursday May 8, in Piece 24 of 
Behesht Zahra (martyrs grave- 
yard) putting bunches of flowers 
on the graveyards of the eight-yea: 

Peoples massive participation 
in the congress is highly expected. 


‘Yew Pyramid CDiscorerer in Ûairo 


plex nearby, the 1 
reported Monday. o 

The archeologists found the 
pPpYramid, which dates back to 
about 2300 BC, in tbe Queens’ 
Necropolis near the old kingdom 
pyramid of Pharaoh Pepi 1. 

The new discovery is the fifth 
Queen's pyramid found in the 
pharaonic cerfetery but the name 
of the queen is not yet known as 
the south side of the tomb, which 
is being unearthed, has neither an 
entrance nor anı inscription. 

Nearby, the archeologists 
found the lintel of a door bearing 
the name of Queen Ankhesen- 
Pepi, wife of Pepi I and mother of 
Pepi Il, whose 95-year reign was 
the longest in history, 

The lintel, made of a block of 
Aswan rose granite. that weighs 
about 15 tons, is the entrance to 
another burial complex belonging 
to the queen mother. 

The archeologists said the 
hoped to find a temple and another 
Pyramid there within the next 
year. 

The Saqqara Plateau, a huge 
Necropolis, has nearly a hundred 
pyramids, (AFF) 


CAIRO — A team of French 
archeologists has discovered a 
4,300-year-old pyramid in 
Saqqara south of Cairo and evi- 
dence of yet another burial com- 


LIMA — Peruvian novelist Mario 
Vargas Ilosa arrived on Saturday 
in Lima on only the second visit to 
his homeland since losing a [1990 
election battle with President Al- 
berto Fujimori. 

A small group of protestors 
joined friends and relatives at 
Lima’s International Airport to 
greet Vargas liosa, who lives in 
Spain. The author left Peru in dis- 
gust after Fujimori beat him lo the 
presidency and has frequently 
criticized his rival as a “dictator.” 


He was retuming to Peru as 
part of a Latin American tour to 
launch his new book ‘Dor 
Rigoberto's Notebooks'" and re- 
ceive an honorary doctorate froth 
Lima University. 

(Reuter) 


lah Seyed Ali Khamenei, the 
gress pursues two objectives, 
namely, propagation and long 
term programs. Some of the long- 
term programs include composing 
poems, writing stories , producing 
documentary and feature films, 
writing or translating books, con 
memoration stamps, and construc- 
tion of memorial buildings. 
Propaganda programs will in- 
clude sport-cultural festivals, TV 


are blackened. Fortunately, none 
of the paintings were damaged, 
he added. 

The gallery, near Piccadilly 
Circus in the heart of London, was 
housing a temporary exhibition of 
the works of the German artist 
George Grosz. 

Streets around the building 
were brought to a standstill as 100 
firefighters battled for two hours 
to extinguish the fire. 

Some 2,000 works were taken 
to the building last month for se- 
lection for the annual summer ex- 
hibition and sale of amateur 
British paintings, for which any- 
one can submit a work. 

Gordon said “the sunmer exhi- 
bition should be abie to go on as 
normal in another gallery.” 

He explained that the damage 
had been caused to two galleries 
out of about a dozer and that other 
galleries in the building could be 
used to display the works. 

Only two models and two archi- 
tecturãl drawings were damaged 
in the fire. (AFP) 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The Congress on 
Commemoration of the Com- 
manders of the Isiamic Revolution 
Guard Corps (IRGC) and 36,000 
martyrs of Tehran Province, who 
fell martyrs in the course of the 
1980-88 sacred defense, began 


work here Sunday. During the 5- ; 


day .event, people renew their al- 
legiance with the martyrs and the 
Supreme Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution, Ayatollah Seyed Ali 


Khamenei to safeguard the values 


of the Islamic Revolution. 
The congress is a good venue 
far recalling the devotion and sac- 


rifices of the best sons of Islamic . 


Iran. It reminds us of the opera- 
tions, devotion, resistance and pi- 
ety of the Iranian youth. We all 
acknowledge that we still need 
their inspiration. 


The congress is going to Pro” 
vide us with the best opportunity 
to renew our allegiance with the 
martyrs who responded to the call 
of the father of the Islamic Revo- 
lution, the Late Iman Khomeini. 
Now we should undertake to 
spread their message and dissemi- 
nate the ideas for which they sac- 
rificed their lives. 
` Martyr does not wait for death, 
he voluntarily chooses and chal- 
lenges death. He embraces death 
before it overpowers him. 

The congress has arranged sev- 
eral programs: Relying on the 
guidelines of the Supreme Leader 
of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatol- 


LONDON — Fire damaged the 


roof of the Royal Academy of 
Arts, Britain's oldest and most re- 
spected art institution, on Saturday 
but no works of art were affected, 
the fire brigade said. 

Around 100 people were led to 
safety before firefighters arrived 
and paintings~elosest to the fire 
were moved before the blaze was 
brought under control. 

The secretary of the Royal 
Academy, David Gordon, said 30 
to 40 paintings had to be removed 
from one of two galleries hit by the 
roof-top blaze. 

“The fire was brought under 
control fairly quickly but the walls 
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licly rebuked the Saudis for frus- 
trating their efforts to find out who 
was responsible for the bombing 
of the Khobar towers apartment 
complex in Dhahran in June 1996. 

Saudi security sourcés have 
sugyested that several Shia Mus- 
lims are among the suspects. 

That charge has been dismissed 
by Shia dissidents in Saudi Arabia 
who contend that the Saudi gov- 
ermment is using the explosion as 
a pretext to target the disadvan- 
taged minority, which has been 
agitatmg for better jcb opportmi- 
ties and living conditions. 

Others have stressed that ıma- 


among the suspects. Saudi Arabia, 
the world's biggest oil exporter, 
faces home-grown opposition 
among Sunni activists opposed to 
its ties with the West and critical 
of widespread corruption. 
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jordan: American 
Support for Isruel 
Hurting Petce 
Process 


DOHA, Qatar — U.S. support for 
Israel has hampered the peace 
process, Jordan's prime minister 
was quoted as saying Monday. 

*‘“We ask Washington to stop its 
support of Tel Aviv so that it can 
change its policies, otherwise thè 
peace process will be delayed,” 
Prime Minister Abdu-Salam Ma- 
jali said al a news conferencê, _ 
which was carried by the official 
Qatar news agency. 


Majali arrived here Saturday 
for talks on the peace process and 
on increasing trade between Jor- 
dan and Qatar. The two are among 
the few Arab countries that have 
set up ties with the Zionist state. 

Jordan, which signed a treaty 
with Israel in 1994, has tried to 
restart the peave process, which 
faltered after [Israel broke ground 
for a housing project for Jews in 
part of Bait-ul-Moqaddas captured 
from Arahs in 1967 and claimed 
by Palestinians as a future capital. 

Majuli was accompanied by 2 
high-level delegation including the 
country's ministers of labor and 
energy and mineral resources. 

Part of the talks looked at Jor- 
dan's desire to increase empioy’- 
ment opportunities for its nationals 
in Qatar, which ıs rich in oil ard 
gas, and to import Qatari gas. 

The two siies also discussed 
rèconciling Arak countries still di- 
vided by the 1991 Persian Gulf 


war, a point reiterated in this 
between Majali and Qatar’s Eri? 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa <i 
Thani. 

‘We should gê over the effects 

f the Persian Gulf war and look 
rd the future," Majali wes 
quoted ax saying. 

AP: 


jority Sunni Muslims were also 


CAIRO, Egypt — Saudi Arabia 
differs with the United States over 
the investigation into last year's 
bombing that Killed 19 U.S. serv- 
icemen, a Saxxli Prince said in an 
interview published Monday. 

Prince Salman bin Abdul Aziz, 
the powerful governor of the Saudi 
capital Riyadh and a brother of 
King Fahd, also insisted that the 
kingdom maintains a policy inde- 
pendent of the United States. 

**Talking about our connec- 
tions to the Americans is not true 
because our decision-making is in- 
dependent and nobody, including 
America, can have a role in that,” 
Prince Salmah told the Saudi 
newspaper Asharq al-Awsar, 
which is based in London. 

*“The proof of that is that we 
differ with the Arnericans on the 
Al-Khohar explosion," he said, 
without elaborating. 

Top U.S. officials have pub- 


What Businessmen Expecf Suudî Prince Suys Differences | 
) With Americûns On Bombing | 


_From Next President 


out in the country.” 

Comments from other inter- 
Viewees: 

“The goverment should pay 
due attention to the genuine values 
of the Revolution. The goverm- 
ment should follow the path of 
Irram Ali (AS). It should preserve 
revolutionary values." 

“The next government should 
attach great importance to the 
causes and personalities behind the 
Revolution. The remarkable base 
of the Revolution are the Basijis 
who defended the country and who 
sacrificed lives to maintain the se- 
curity of the country during eight 
. years of the Iraqi- imposed war.” 

"There should be more stability 
in the economic arena as wel. AS 
a businessman, I amı satisfied with 
my income, but I believe that there 
should be a more logical balance 
between the amount you invest in 


(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Turk Islamist MP Says Not 
Pursuing Education Plan 


program, part of an anti-lslamist 
crackdown led by the Armed 
Forces, could lead to the partial 
closure of religious, Imam Hatip 
schools. 

Prime Minister Necmettin Er- 
bakan’'s Islam-based Welfare 
Party, which counts many gradt- 
ates of Imam Hatip schools among 
its members, has stalled on going 
ahead with the education reform. 

At a meeting on Sunday, 
around 1,500 supporters of Istan- 
bul's religious secondary schools 
vowed to fight their closure. 

The education plan was among 
measures aimed at curbing ]Is- 


lamist activism which were pre- ` 


sênted by the military-domioated 
National Security Council at the 
end of February. 

Under existing laws, compul- 
sory education lasts five years and 
school children can only then at- 
terk Imam Hatip schaols at age 11. 

The proposed change would 
mean pupils would be barred from 
entering the schools for another 
three years, which, the army says, 
will curtaii the Islamists’ influence 
over pupils. 

Some of Erbakan's aides have 
urged him to break thé coalition 
and call for an early general elec- 
tion rathèr than assent to the mili- 
tary’'s education proposal. 

Two rmninisters from the conser- 
vative govemment wing resigned 
last month in frustration at the 
efforts by Welfare to resist the 
army's demands. (Reuter) 


Melding C 


ET 


ANKARA — A deputy from the 
Islamist wing of Turkey’s coali- 
ton said on Monday his party 
would not go along with military 
demands on secularist education 
by preparing a draft law on state 
schooling. 

“ft is not possible for us to 
prepare a draft law on this subject 
at the moment,” Welfare Party 
MP Salih Kapusuz told a news 
conference when asked about 
army-led calls for eight-year, ur 
interrupted state education. 

Islamists fear such an education 


programs into 
consideration in order to reduce 
too much pressure on current 


opment 


IS. 

Zeinuddin Mohammadzadeh, a 
shoemaking equipment seller, 
says: The next president should 
profit from the good performance 
of the present government and 


learn lessons from its weak points. 


The only objective which was pur- 


` sued during the term of President 


Hashemi Rafsanjani was develop- 
ment. But in my opinion, it is not 
right to concentrate only develop- 
ment and rely on foreign loans. 
“The process of development 
should be carried out on a long- 
term basis. In this way more de- 
velopment projects can be carried 


Egypt Calls On U.S. to Take Balanced 
Approach to Mideast Peace 


particularly in Bait-ul-Moqaddas. 

Mussa stressed that “the United 
States, in order to lead to a bal- 
anced peace, has to havê a ba 
anced approach” to the problems 
facing the region. 

“As sponsor of the peace proc- 
ess the United States has a respon- 
sibility to fulfill in brokering’ a just 
and_glohal peace and to try to get 
the two parties to implement the 
elements: of their commitments, "" 
he said. “In particular, Israzl be- 
cause of the special relationship 
between the U.S. and Israel.’ 

Mussu was also asked to com- 
ment on the views of Syrian Presi- 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 


‘CAIRO — Egyptian Foreign Min- 
ister Amr Mussa called on the 
United States on Monday to adopt 
a “balanced approach" to help re- 
vive stalled Palestinian-Israeli 
peace negotiations. 

"'There is a general feeling that 
the situation is dangerous," Mussa 
told a press conference after talks 
here between Ez ptian President 
Hosni Mubarak and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat. 

“This was tbe nature of he 
discussion (between Muharak and 
Arafat),'" he added. 

The Egyptian foreign minister 
stressed that ary solution must 
deal with Israel's settlement policy 


Corpetent native English speakers 
needed for teaching positions. 
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TEHRAN — As the 7th presiden- 
tial election draws nearer, Tehran 
Times conducted interviews with a 
group 1 (bazaaris) in 
order to get their views on the next 
president and their expectations 


` from the next head of government. 


It is important to stress that the 


. issues raised are hypothetical, 


based as they are on economic 
problems encountered by the inter- 
viewees and revealing their pros- 
pects in .the years ahead as the 
country changes leadership. Fol 
lowing are the excerpts: 
*““Currently there is no profit- 


` able balance between investment 


and capital return. Any sudden 
fluctuation of prices wipes out real 
mecome gained ph invest 
ment.” 

“One of the main problems of 


. businessmen is the unstable laws 


and regulations. One day a law 
tan goods. Later, the law is re- 
versed permitting. businessmen to 
import the same goods." 
*“Sametîmeès the sudden in- 


` crease in prices is artificial. For 


example, this year’s inflation of 30 


` percent allegedly caused by the 
` increasê in prices of petrol and its 


finished products may be said to 
be artificial iaflation."" 
“Currently the privatization of 
state-owned enterprises initiated 
by the government is encouraging, 
but only in so far as it does not lead 
to memployment. The next presi- 


' dent should take long-term devel- 


0 NAN BUSINESS 


Velayuti 
Arrives 
in Cairo 


TEHRAN — Foreign Minister A 
Akbar Velayatî arrived in Cairo 
on Monday, on the first. leg of his 
also take him to Lebaron, Yémen 
and Syria, IRNA reported. 


Velayati is to submit President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani's invi- 


: tation lett: tn Egyptian President | 8 
` Prohibits the importation .öf cer- 


Hosni Mubarak tothe 8th summit 


of the Organizsion’ of the Islamiç . 


Conferencs (OTC), which îs to be 
held in in December. 
During his two-day stay in 
Egypt, Velayati is also to hold 
part Ar Mussa. 
` Velayati is also to submit Presi- 
dent Rafsanjaüî's messages to the 
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‘tales wilh his Egyptian coonter- 


"' Lebanese, Yemenî and Syrian 
Bes of te n ê REE 
, ڪا‎ to those countries. 


; companions including several 
mémbers of Parliament and For- 


HAY 6, 1997 
Pourshash Appointed 


TEHRAN — Brigadier General 
.[Abdol Ali Pourshash was are 
pointed acting ground forces conmr. 
mander during ceremonies 
attendêd by the chief öf the 
Armed Forces, Major General Ali 
Shahhazi and the three forces conm- 


Brigadier General Ahmad, for- 
merly serving as ground forces; 
and Brigadier General Karim 
Ebadat, former acting ground 
forces commander werê assigned 


٤ nel zu Sûllural ail as advisors to the Chief of Staff of 
Tress I udes sêv 
sports events. (Contd on Pg. 14) 


Names of Approved Presidential 
Cundidates to Be Released Thursday 


Guardians Council of Iran. In the 


as long as the culture of martyr- 
dom exists, no political, economic 
or cultural ohstacle would hinder 
the movement of the people. 

He said that the five-day corr 


lified the propaganda campaign 
launched by the arrogant powers. 
Considering the devotion of the 
war martyrs, the UN finally had to 
admit that the Iraqi regime was the 
augressor, the president stressed. 


Due to presence of tbe fellow 
combatants of those martyrs who 
were ready to sacrifice their lives 
for the sake of the late Imam 
Khomeini and who are now sup- 
porting the Leader of the Islamic 


Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali TEHRAN — Names of approved 


Khamenei, the Iranias nation is presidential candidates for .23rd4 group, there are also eight women, 

able to reconstruct the country and May elections are to be released one minus the original number dise 

neutralize the enemies" conspir. for public knowledge this Thurs- to her voluntary withdrawal. 

acy. he concluded. day. Candidates will have 12 days 
Also addressing the ceremony, They are those, from a total of" . for presidential campaigning start . 


the IRGC Commander, Brigadier 
General Mohsen Rezaei said that 


238, whose qualification for can- ing on Saturday May 10... 


didecy has been approved by the 


IN THE NAME OF GOD 
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 


MINISTRY OF ENERGY 
Deputy Minister of Energy 
INVITATION FOR BIDS 
SUPPLY OF TEN ENERGY AUDIT BUSES 


FULLY EQUIPPED WITH MEASURING INSTRUMENTS 


Interested eligible bidders may obtain. further 
information from and inspect the bidding. 
documents at the office of the Energy Efficiency 
Organization of iran (SABA), No. 42, Roshan Street, 
Felestine Shomali Ave., Tehran, L.R. of Iran. 


Tel Nö.+ (+9821) 8811195-6 
Fax No.: (+9821) 8301759 


A complete set of bidding docUments may be 
purchased by interested bidders on the submission 
of a written application to the above address. 

The bidders should send the letter of interest by fax 
no ater than May 14, 1997 to above fax No, 
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President Inaugurdfes Congress on 


Aeling Ground Forees 
Commemorating Mariyrs of Tehran Province Commander 
EE Tehran Tires Service 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — Presidenl Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani bere Sunday 
evening inaugurated the Com- 
memoration Congress of tlhe Mar- 
tyred Commanders of the Islamic 
Revolution’s Guards Corps 
(IRGC) and 36,000 Martyrs of T~ 
hran Province, 

In his inaugural address, he 
praised the devotion of the martyrs 
during the 1980-88 Iraqi imposed 
war and stressed that the whole 
country, thé nation and the mar- 
tyrs' fellow comhatants will never 
forget the acts of bravery by the 
martyrs. 

He further reiterated that 
through the martyrdont-seeking 
morality of the war martyrs, Ix- 
lamic Iran emerged victorious in 
confrontation with the enemies 
who were armed-toteeth and nul- 


Death Toll Rises to 
3 in Birjand Floods 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — Three persons died 
and 1040 houses were destroyed in 
villages of the city of Birjand, as a 
result of the heavy rainfalls and 
floods last week. 

Head of the Natural Disasters 
Headquarters of the city, Ardeshir 


Maleki, said here Monday that 200 . 


wells were destroyed and 1790 
livestockes were killed. 

Furthermore some 2,500 hec- 
tarês of agricultural land and or- 
chards, more than three km of 
water canals, 41 bridges, 3300 km 
of rural road, 24 schools, 15 health 
centers, mosques and public baths 
have also been destroyed, he 
added. 


15 Percent of 
Schools Built by 
Philanthropists 


SHAHR-E KORD, Chaharmahal- 
Bakhtiari Prov. — A deputy of the 
Ministry of Education sail here 
Monday that 15 percent ofthe new 
schools in the country are con- 
structed by philanthropists. 


Emideddin Qazavi added that 
fram the beginning of the First 
Five-Year Development Plan 
{1990-94) tl {he present, 135,000 
new classes have been con- 
structed. 


The per capita educational 
space has increased from 97 Sq. 
Meters to 127 Sq. meters during 
this period, he added. 


Photo: Mojtaba Takin 


In the fame of God 


successful. 
(HOLY QORAN) (9:88) 
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tran, China, Russia Cooperation, 


Prelude 1o Muliilutercl Cooperation in / 


ident Akbar Hashemi Rafsnajani in his meeting with Chi- 
nese Vice Premier Li Lanqing called for Iran-China-Russia 
trilateral cooperation to pave the way for broader regional coop- 


Iran is the most powerful country of the Persian Gulf region, 
while Russia and China are heavy weights in international arena. 

Beijing and Moscow have realized that in the emerging world 
order they must cooperate to thwart bullying of the United States. 

During the Cold War, the United States spared no effort to 
increase the gap between Beijing and Moscow and at the same time 
it tried to play one against another. 

Although after the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia, the 
successor of the former Soviet Union, has reached a rapproche- 
ment with the U.S., Washington has resorted to every possible 


Likewise in its relations with Beijing, the White House has always 
resorted to the politicized issue of human rights, chemical weapons 
and arms transfer, whereas Washington is itself {he chief exporter 
of arms and chief violator of human rights because it is the main 
sponsor of international terrorism. 

Asia possesses a huge reservoir of minerals and raw materials 
and a pool of manpower. The Asian economies are in real terms 
complementary, but serious problems which prevailed inı the West 
in the 19th century have become the predominant issues in Asia 
today, hindering a meaningful cooperation among the Asian coun- 


We, in Asia, have not yet learnt that all of us are citizens of the 
Third World. We have not realized that the country’s interests 
should be sacrificed for region’s interests. We have not realized 
that ethnic, religious and national values should nof prevent us 
from forging regional alliances. We have not realized ha our 
division is only in the West's interests. 

It is fime Asia, the cradle of the world’s oldest civilizations, 
emerged as a giant pole in the arena of the world. Key countries 
like iran, China, Russia, India, Pakistan, Indonesia and Saudi Arabia 
should begin fo revive Asia to pave the way for other countries to 
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eration. 


means to isolate Russia. 


tries. 


climb on the bandwagon. 


Oman, Iran to Cooperate in Transportation 


the Strait of Hormouz between 
Iran and Oman, IRNA reported. 

The Omani minister voiced his 
country's willingness for expand- 
ing its cooperation in that area 
with the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

It was stipulated that at the 
meeting of the working committee 
to design plans within the frame- 
work of joint commission for fu- 
ture actions at the forthcoming 
meetings to be held .inı the two 
countries. 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN - In a meeting in Muscat 
on Saturday between the Iranian 
Ambassador to Oman, Siavash 
Zargar-Yaqubi and the Omani 
Minister of Communications, 
Salim binı Abdullah al-Ghazali the 
promotion of cooperation in trans- 
portation between Iran and the 
Persian Gulf states was reviewed. 

In their talks the two sides also 
discussed the shipping facilities in 


Zariî Named as Chairman of Asia-Africa 
Consultative Legal Comınission 


intemalional maritime law, inter- 
national rivers, environmental is- 
sues and different aspects of the 
international court of justice func- 
tions. 

Al present, 44 Asian and Afri- 
can countries are members of the 
commission. 


Several ministtrs from member 
states as well as other high ranking 
oftiçials mcluding the UN secre 
tary zeneral's deputy in legal af 
fairs have taken part in the 
conference. 


Tehrart Times Serice 


TEHRAN — The Avia-Africa 
Consultative Legal Commission 
namêd Javad Zarif, deputy foreign 
minister of Iran in legal and inter= 
national affairs, as its rutatory 
chairman on Sunday. 

The commission opened its 
thirty-sixth session in Tehran on 
Saturday. 

Among other things on its 
agenda, the five-day conference 
will look into different issues such 
as reports ûf activities hy (heê come 
mission of international law, te 
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Civil Servants Are Underpail President Rabbani to 


Attend ECO Summit 


Rabbani and his government 
fled Kabul iast September as 
forces of the Taleban movement 
moved and took control. 

He now divides his time be- 
tween Mazar-i-Sharif, In the north 
of the country, and Taluqan, in the 
east. 

The diplomat said that "The 
Taieban do not reprèsent rêal state 
power and will not be invited to 
Ashkahad.'" 

AFF) 


ALMATY — ‘President 
Burhanudin Rabbani will repre- 
sent his country at a summit of the 
10-nalion Economic Cooperation 
Organization (ECO) on May 13 
and 14 in Turkmenistan, the coun- 
try"s embassy there said. 

“President Rabbani will come 
accompanied by advisers, as he 
did last year in Ashbkabad for the 
previous ECO summit," an Af- 
ghan diplomat told AFP by tele- 
phone. 


President: Reliance on Qoran, Main 


(Cause of Muslims? Victories 


dents and of the steadily increasing 
number of students participating in 
those competitions, and expressed 
hope that such events would help 
promote the Qoranic culture in the 
Islamic Iran. 


tranian Handicrafts 
on Display af 
Bordeaux Exhibition 


TEHRAN — Iranian handicrufts 
have been put on display in the 
72nd Bordeaux International Exhi- 
bition in France, il was announced 
here on Monday. 

Some 50 countries are Jisplay- 
ing their products in the 38,000 
sq.m fair with Iranian manufactur- 
ers and trading companies putting 
on show items such as carpets, 
mats, glass wares and chandeliers 
at the fais. 

The ten-day exhibition opened 
on May 3 and will run until May 
12. 


TEHRAN — Iran's President Ho- 
jatoleslam Akbar Hashemi Ruf- 
sanjani said in a message to 
national college students competi 
tiors on the reciting of the Qoran 
and Qoranic scholarship Sunday 
that every triumph of Muslims was 
due to their reliance on the Holy 
Qoran. 

Presient Rafsanjani said in bis 
message that the Holy Qoran is the 
philosophical foundation for every 
area of Islamic Studies and added 
that historically, every Muslim 
generation that had relied heavily 
on the Holy Qorar and on the store 
of knowledge of the household of 
prophet Mohammad (PBUH) as a 
criteria for its material progress 
and its spiritual uplifting had de- 
veloped “the most solid and the 
most meaningful” community of 
humans to the world society. 

He said he was happy to witness 
the ever growing popularity of the 
Ooranic studies with college stu- 
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He aiso underscored the neces- 
sity of streamlining the adminis- 
trative sector Of goverment and 
called on all civil servants to be 
serious in their work so as nol to 
waste the time of clients, 


The president lauded 1he ex- 
hibit featuring administrative imm- 
provements as being indicative of 
the incessant and unsparing efforts 
of the government to achieve effi- 
cient organization, implementa- 
tion of methods, and mobilization 
of human forces to maximize re- 
suits. 


Rafsanjani called on all those 
who have innovative ideas pertain- 
ing to administration matters to 
come and visit the exhibition and 
air their Views and sugsestions. 


Telran Times Serrice 
TEHRAN — President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, concurrent chief of the 
High Council for Administration 
said civil servants are among thé 
most hardworking and patient ser- 
vanis of society but arè not given 
the pay they deserve. 

The president's remarks werê 
part of a speech he delivered at the 
opening ceremony of an exhibit 
displaying administrative im- 
provements which opened yester- 
day. 

Rafsanjani expressed xutisfuc- 
tîon with the efforts of all those 
actively engaged in the orderly ad- 
ministration of the country's af- 

- fairs. saying “equity should be 
observed with regard to the efforts 
of civil servants in this regard. 


Ayatollah Yazdi: Aoguinting the Society Witt 


forces in the front lines of action 
rather than sitting in command 
rooms and giving orders. 
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lhe Culture of Martyrdom, a Must 


j sHorP 26o 


Teluran Times Serrice 


TEHRAN — Judiciary Chief, 
Ayatollah Mohammad Yazdi, said 
that inculcating in society an ap- 


preciation for martyrdom is a 


must. 
The ayatollab’s remarks were 


made yesterday im his address to . 


the first congress held on Monday 
for three days lo honor martyred 
commanders. 
Ayatollah Yazdi said the fallen 
martyrs joined the battlefront in 


order to protect God’s cause and 
upon the behest of the Vali-e Ame 
of the time (Supreme Muslim 


Jurisprudent). 


The chief of judiciary said : 


obeying the Vali-e Amr is tanta 
mount to obeying God and added 


that obedience to the Vali-e Amr 


of the ‘time brings salvation and 
Yazdi said that the Islamic sys- 


tem is proud of the fact that its 
military commanders led their 


|; ATAOLLAH MONAJERAN: ° | 
| ıo Coaliion Formed Between | 
HRN land Kargozaran | 


|  Mohajerani, a leading member of the Kargûzaran-e-Sazandegi, 

predicted thıat candidates in the seventh presidential rp 
face tight.com petition thaf will necessitate a run-off. 

On voter support for the candidate of their choice, Mohajerani 


Mir.’ "Khatami can. inl on government employees and their 

‘amilies; ‘craftsmen, artisans, researchers, workers and students 
(but) this does not ean that other candî dates have no foothold in 
these segments of the community.” 

f Hlabûrating on the reso whiy-Khatami is being backed by the 


Î Kargozaran-e-Sazandegi, Mohajerani said: 


sald. . 


“Mir. Khalami filed his indî vidual application, and despite the 
fact that he is a member of the Majma-e Rouhaniyoon Mobarez 
(MRNÎ), the .Kargozaran has backed him up on account of his 
qualifications: and possibility of winning.” 

On a passible coalition, Mohajerani stresçed that Kargozaran 
has not saf to discuss the subject with the MRM, nor has it entered 
info a discussion with Majma-e :Rohaniyoon Mobarez regarding 
economic, social and.cultural policies to reach an.agreement. 

.“Kargozarah has only a common nominee with this wing (MRM). 
It cannot. be said to be a coalition,” Mohajerani said. 

Regarding slogans associated with ‘Kargozaran in the seventh 
presidential elections, the president's deputy for legal and parla 
mentary affairs added that in the course of the forthcoming presi- 
dential elections the formula “Better Future for Islamic Iran” has 
been added to the three former catchphrases of Kargozaran—kis- 
lamic dignity, continued construction and prosperity for Iran. 

He stressed that the people's choice in the first round of the 
elections wîll be decisive and that any candidate who obtains the 
highest number of votes will, in fact, be the most likely successor 
to President Rafsanjanl 

Worth noting is that based on thé constiition ‘of the Islamic 
` ` [Republicof iran, acandîdate tO bê declared winner ina presidential 

‘election must cliiaiia'najitity ûf the votes (50 pefcent+ 1) in the 
initial voting. Ifan absolute majority is not obtained, a run-off will 
be called to select between the candidate who obtained the highest 
number of votes în the first round and the one who placed second. 
o i a Hie Eb E ve EE 
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Kinkel Says Up fo Iran to End 


Envoy Row 
R BIDS TEHRAN Garan Foreign Haa said iat Wodnemkay oct 


Professor Samiee: Iran’s Progress 
in Medical Sciences Excellent 


Links between domestic and 
foreign medical centers will be 
the best channel for advancement 
of the country and that one should 
take advantage of opportunities to 
establish suitable scientific links. 

He said for his part, taking 
advantage of the facilities af his 
disposal, he is ready to do his best 
for the Islamic country. 


tran’s Friendship 
Group off to Kuwait 


— ‘An Iranian Paslia- 
mentary r FE Group left 
here for Kuwait Monday on a four- 
day official visit. 

The delegation is hêaded by the 
chairman of Irano-Kuwait Friend- 
ship Group, Seyed Mahmoud 
Alavi, aud is to meet with some 


Kuwaiti officials ard members of : 


parfiament during ifs stay in Ku- 
wait. RNA) 


Minister Klaus Kinkel on Mon- ther the German nor the Danish 
hn day criticized Iran for a diplo- ambassador was welcome back in 
ا‎ matic row over the country's the country after the EU agreed 
refusal to accept the retuim of the to send its envoys back 
E E ONS German and Danish. envoys -to It is warth note that it was 
ا‎ Tehran, Reuter reported. ` Germany not Iran who initiated 
“4t is not us but Iran who has the row by jumping up the Zionist 
4 nmin i caused this situation and it is up anti-Iran bandwagon and that it is 
7 to Iran to put it back into order," _ Germany who should put the situ- 
i a .Foreign Ministry spokesman ation back into order. 
BD RD eS quoted Kinkel as saying. 
ا‎ . Kimıkel said the Enropean Un- 
سي‎ og, ion would not alow anybody to 
ER SS divide it in its attitude towards 
و م‎ e ae yeye ra Telıran Times Serrice 
ا‎ 8 . TEHRAN — The Secretary of 
Pakistani MP For the World.Federatian of Neurol- 
2 EE : Mutual ogy, Professor Majid Samize, 
E ٤ ` here Monday praised Iran for its 
Parliamentary Ties Progress in the field of medical 


researçh and said that if the phy- 
sicians are provided with the re- 


TEHRAN — Speaker of the As- 
sembly of Frontier Province of 


Pakistan Haji Adil said bere on و ا‎ 
Moray th olor Tele 2 Speaking on the sidelines of 
tween Iranian and Pakistani paslia- the first of 
ments would be highly effective in E ا‎ 
n restoration of peace and stabiltY i yurg, Samiee stressed that ex- 
چ‎ in the region. . EEE apes 
ا ات سی تک ر‎ 
2T mewuber of the Presiding Board of ers of the world will help Lean to . 
2 the Majlis Reza Akraral, under- futher upgrade metical services 
lined carsalidation of relations be- -;, the country. 
tween the parliaments of the two He added that if the aims of the 
countries. seminar are materialized, the 
Akrami for his part underlined holding of such gatherings will be 
the need for unity amang regional ۾‎ positive stride toward scientific 
states In order to ensure calm anê and technical development of the . 
= peace in the region. GRNAY ‘couatey. 
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000 to 25,000 
barrels of liquefied oil and gas, be 
added. 


lran{hina Sign 
60-Plus Letters of 


Understanding 
Tehran Tnes Service 
TEHRAN - Irarı and China signed 
more than 60 letters of under 
standing, jt was said at the end of 
the last round of talks between 
‘Deputy President of Iran for Ex- 
ecutive Affairs Mohammad 
Hashemi and visiting Deputy 
Prime Minister of China Li Lan- 

qing. 

The letters of understanding 
cover a variety of areas in the 
fields of air and surface transpor- 
tation, railway, subway, energy 
anl hyrdo-electric power plants 
and oil, IRNA reported. 

According to a letter of under- 
standing signed by Iran and China 
Iran"s oil îs to be refined at China's 
refiperits, China hoping to buy 
twice as ınuch Iranian oil for the 
next year as it did this year. 

The two countries have also 
undertuken to make joint invest- 
ments for developing solar sys- 
tems as novel energy sources. 

According to the letters of 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Projects in Iran 


` gas per day and 20, 


tion of the field will be between 
200 to 250 million cubic meters of . 


TEHRAN TIMES | 2:: 
Conference of Asian Union for | Rls-90bn for Urban | China, Russia Ready to Contribute fo 


Oil, Gas 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN - China and Russia are 
ready to contribute to oil and gass 
projects in Iran, an official with 
Nationa! Iranian Oil Company Es- 
maeil Jalilian said on Monday. 


He described as satisfactory the 


trend of negotiations with foreign 
countries participating in intema- 


tional tenders for oil and gas ror . 


jects based on buy-back scheme, 
IRNA reported. 


Pointing to fate of Hengam gas- 
field shared by Iran and Oman, 
Jalilian said “we have already 
held some negotiations with the 
Omani Oil Ministry on implemen- 
tation of joint projects in the oil 
field." 

"We are now preparing to call 
an international tender for devel- 
opment of the oil field and so far 
some European and Australian 
companies have voiced readiness 
to take part inı the tender,’ he said. 


Iran possesses 80 percent of the 
field while Oman owns 20 per- 
cent, he said, akling that the re- 
serves of the fiekd include 523 
billion cubic meters of liquefed 
gas and 120 millon barrels of 
liquefield oil. : 


Iran’s Cargo Transportation 
Capacity to Reach 2bn Tons 


become operational by the end of 
the Second Five-Year Economic 
Development Plan {1995-1999), 


Tehran Times Service 


TEBRAN - Iran"s cargo transpor- 
tation capacity is expected to rise 
to two billion tons annvally by 
2021 once the comprehensive 
‘Iran in the year 1400" project is 
implemented, 

Roads and Transportation Min- 
ister Akhar Torkan said that under 
the project 14,000 km of railroads 
would be iaid and 6,000 km of 
mads together with 8,000 kın of 
expressways would be built, 
FRNA reported. 

Torkan said that 30 big terni- 
nals and 23 modern airports are 
being built which are schedueld to 


Tehran-Caracas Cooperation Discussed 


crude oil from ney Iranian oil- 
fields. 

The two ministers reviewed ` 
mutual cooepration in such fields 
as exchange of crude oil for sale in 
the markets close to sither country 
and petrochemical industry, IRNA 
reported. 


OREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 


The folowing table shows the foreign exchange rates in rials as released by the Central 
Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran on Monday, May š, 1997. 2 


Tehran Tiues Service 
TEHRAN - Iranian Oil Minister 
Gholarmreza Aqazadeh and Vene- 
zuelan Minister of Energy and 
Mines Erwin Jose Arrieta Valeran 
here on Monday exchanged views 
on Iran"s use of Veneztelan expeê- 
riences for extraction of heavy 


Development 
Projects in 


Mazandaran 
Tehran Tunes Service 
TEHRAN - Some RIs.90 billion 
has been allocated to implementa- 
tion of urhan development projects 
in Mazandaran, this year, Ghavao 
Nozari, Deputy Governor of the 
Mazandaran Province of Iran said 

on Monday. 

According to the official the 
credit has been increased by 67 
percent compared to that of last 
year, IRNA reported. 

Nozari added that the sum will 
be spent on improving roads and 
streets, landscaping of the city, 
water management projects and 
construction of dykes in costal 
towns. 

Mazandaran Province has 20 
cities, 50 towns and 3,500 vil- 
lages. 


“PTT Minister 
in China 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Minister of Post, 
Telegraph and Telephone, Mo- 
hammad Gharazi arrived in 
Shanghai on Monday to attend 


meeting of Asia-Pacific Telecom- 
munications. 

Representatives from 35 coun- 
tries will participate in the three- 
day meeting which is to open on 
Wednesday. 

Promotion of telecommunica- 
tion cooperation between coun- 
tries of Asia-Pacific region will be 
discussèd in the meeting, IRNA 
reported. 


# 


0 


amount of trade among the mem- 
ber states from $25 million in 1975 
to Sthrec billion in 1996. 

Nourbakhsh noted that the 
methul can serve as a model for 
facilitation uf payments among 
other countries and can kad to an 
expanded trade amung regional 
countries. 


The CBI governor predicted! 
that the next conference of the 
union will be held in Pakistan. 

The Board of Directors of the 
Asian Union for Barter Trade is 
composed of the central bank gov- 
emors of Bangladesh, India, Iran, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistarı and Srî 
Lanka 


Industrial Zones, Morteza Alviri, 
arrived in Shanghai on Monday to 
attend the joint meeting of heads 
of Chinese and Iranian free trade 

Head of the free trade zone of 
‘Podong’ of China, Zhao Chi Zen, 
speaking to IRNA correspondent 
in Beijing said yesterday that- the 
visit of the Iranian delegation will 
help expansion of cooperation be- 
tween the twn countries’ free trade 
and industrial zones. 

He aiso called for exchange of 
experiences and more contacts be- 
tween officials of free trade zones 
of Iran and China. 


Rlviri Arrives in China 


Barter Trade Opens 
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Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - The Twenty-Sixth An- 
nual Conference of the Board of 
Directors of the Asian Union for 
Barter Trade was convened here 
on Monday. 

In his inaugural speech, Gover- 
nor of the Central Bank of Iran 
Mohsen Nourbakhsh said that the 
main duty of the two-day confer- 
ence was to enforce a payment 
system designed by the memher 
states to settle heir accounts every 
two months, IRNA reported. 

He added that facilitation of 


ا 


payment procedures and trade ex- ` 


changes within the Asian Union 
for Barter Trade has increased the 


E > في م„‎ 
Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Secretary of Iran's 
High Council of Free Trade and 


Alleviating Water Crisis the Responsibility of Al 


Tehran to take necessary measures 
in this regard. These measures 
include dizgin 70 wells, 
dismantling of illegal water 
branches and the setting up of a 
water pumping system to operate 
in Lar Dam. 

The committee also plans to 


کے 
waze informational measures‏ 
make people aware of the need to‏ 
decrease water consumption and‏ 
to encourage ils saving.‏ 


Tehran the city is facing a water 
crisis. 

He further said that the water 
deposits behind Latyan, Lar, and 
Karaj dams bave declined and the 
flow of water basins in Karaj, Lar 
and Latyan have declmedl by 39.5, 
43.7 and 42.3 percents, 


rT, 


0 


cumparedl 

of the previous year. 
Aucording 10 Nariman, a water 

crisis committee has heen set up in 


with those 


Speaking al a press conference, respectively, 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — “People should 
contribute (what they can) to 
overcome water shortages in 
Tehran,’ Managing Director of 
the Sewage and Water Treatment 
Company, Mohsen Nariman, said 
here yesterday. 


® 28 
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Nariman said that due to a 
shortage of rainfall and an increase 
in peoples water consumption in 
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two key defensive plays late in the 
fourth quarter of Atlanta"s clinch» 
ing victory. 

The Hawks, who trailed 2-1 in 
the best-of-5 series, won the final 
two gameès to ear a meeting with 
the defending NBA champion Chi= 
cago Bulls in the second round. 
Game I is Tuesday night at the 
unitel center. 

With the score tied at 77, Grant 
Hill drove the baseline for a dunk, 
but the shot was deflected away by 
Mutombo. Christian Laettner hit a 
17-fooler (5-metes) as the 24-see- 
ond clock expired to put the 
Hawks ahead to stay, 79-77 with 
1:14 remaining. 

Hill then drove around 
Mutombo and healed to the hoop 
trying to pull the Pistons even, but 
Atlanta's 7-foot-2 (2.18-meter) 
center caught Hill from behind and 
got a hand on the shot. 

Steve Smith then made a 3- 
pointer from Jeep in the left corner 
as he was falling out of bounds 
with 41.7 seconds to g0. 

Jaz 93, Lakers 77 

In Salt Lake City, Karl Malone 
had 23 points and 13 rebounuls to 


Stage of Azarbaijan Cycling 


Heat, Hawks Advance to Secontl 


MIAMI — The Miami Heat with- 
siood one last comebuck by the 
Orlando Magic and held on for a 
91-83 victory Sunday in the decid- 
ing fifih game of their first-round 
playoff series, 

Orlando scored 10 consecutive 
points midway through the fourth 
quarter andl reduced a 17-point 
deficit to three, but Tim Hardaway 
shook off a shooting slump to hit 
two baskets — an off-balance 20- 
footer (6-meter) and a 3-pointer 
from 24 feet (7 meters) — in the 
final 43 seconds to clinch the vic- 


The Heat survived Penny Har- 
daway’s 33-point effort to win a 
playoff series for the first time in 
their nine-year history. 

Miami, the Atlantic division 
champion, advanced to the second 
round against coach Par Riley’s 
former tem, the New York 
Knicks. The opening game in the 
best-of-7 series will be Wedneslay 
at Miami Arena. 

Hants 8&4, Pistons 79 

In Atlanta, Dikembe Mıtomho 


showed why he’s the NBA defen- ` 


sive player of the year, making 
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SALT LAKE CITY, UT, United States (May 3):Karl Malone of the 
Utah Jazz (R) reaches for the ball as Travis Knight (rear) and 
Eddie Jones of the Los Angeles Lakers (L) look on during play in 
the first game of the NBA Western Conference semi-finals in Salt 


teams from Iran are competing alung the 115 kı distance Ketween 


Lake City, Utah. Malone scored 23 points as the Jazz won 93-77. 


(AFP PHOTO) 


geles rallied to beat Portland in the 
first round, shot just 6-of-16 for 17 
points — his lowest production of 
the playoffs. 

Nick van Exel had 23 points w 
lead the Lakers, who were outshot 
45.8 percent to 34.2 percent. Los 
Angeles had only nine field goals 
in the second half and 27 for the 
game. AP) 


lead Urah past Los Angeles in the 
opener of their second-round se- 
ries. 
Malona 9-of-21 from the 
floor, also had two blocked shots 
anl a pair of steals for the Jazz, 
who will try for a 2-0 lead in the 
best-of-7 sêrits Tuesday night. 
Shaquille O'Neal, playin gJittle 
more than 40 houês after Los An- 


RNA) 


Jn team classification, so far Kazakhstan with 97:18 hours stands 
first followed by Ukraine and Fajr Team of Tabriz. 


Uumieh and Mahabad. 


Hong Kong Cyclist, South Korean 
Team Win Tour of Philippines 


Some 30 foreign cyclists from 
five countries joined the annual 
race after it was opens to foreign 


for the first time this i‏ كاري 


Deep Blue Beats Kasparov in Second 
` Game to Tie Score 


The championship match, 
sponsored by the Association for 
Computing Machinery, will be de- 
cided over the course of six 
rounds. 

Kasparov won the first game of 
this series in 45 moves Saturday, 
prompting IBM technicians to 
work to improve Deep Blue over- 
night. (afP) 


forced the Russian to resign at the 
45th move. 

The new version — nicknamed 
“Deeper Blue" — is twice as fast 
as the original and can calculate 
200 million possible moves per 
second, or uP to 100 positions 
within the three minutes usually 
allowed for a move in toumament 
chess. 


NEW YORK, United States {May 3): 18M scientist Murray Campbell (R) makes a move for the IBM Deep 


NEW YORK.— IBM's Deep Blue 
supercomputer beat Russian world 
chess champion Garry Kasparov 
in the second game of their six- 
game rematch, evening the score 
in the series at one game apiece. 
Deep Blue — an upgraded ver- 
sion of the computer Kasparov 
beat in Philadelphia in 1996 de- 
spite losing the first game — 


Blue computer in a game in New York agains! World Chess Champion Carry Kasparov (L). The monitor 
at rear on tabje relays the computers’ moves 1o Campbefll. Kasparov, making a record of the move, won 
fhe firsf game and leads the match, 1-0. 


(AFP PHOTO) 


MANILA, The Pilippines — 
Hong Kong cyclist Wong Karn Po 
won the individual] race by more 
than a minute Sunday and South 
Korea took the team title in the 
first international edition of the 
Tour of the Philippines. 

The 24-year-old Wong needed 
62 houss, 6 minutes, 28 seconds 
for the 2,465kilometer (1 ,540.6- 
mile) race across the Philippine 
archipelago, finishing at Manila's 
Rizal Park. 
` Victor Espiritu placed second 
in of 62:07:47, and Filipino com- 
patriot Placido Valdez was third in 
62:10:11. 

*“*This is a very important win 
for mme." said Wong, an Olympic 
veteran, who receivetl 500,000 pe- 
sos ($19,230) anl a new car. He 
won an additional prize for win- 
ning one of the tours L6 laps. 

Wong was one of the tour's 
favorites, having won the Tour of 
Taiwan in the past and finishing 
high in other Asian bicycle races. 

Espiritu had been ieading but 
fell Samrday on a sharp bend dur- 
ing a downpour in Northern Nueva 
Ecija Province, losing a 10-secuond 
edge over Wong. 

South Korean Hwang Ji-Sung 
won the final 75kilometer (46- 
mile) lap around Manila’s tourist 
district. Hundreds of spectators 
lined the streets, waving Philip- 
pîne flags and dousing cyclists 
with pails of water. 

in the team race, South Korea 
won in 183 hours, 59 minutes, 48 
seconds. The Philippines was sec- 
ond in 184:21:55 and Northern 
Luzon, a Philippine regional team, 
placed third in 1835:14:47. 

South Korea won the top team 
prize of 500,000 yen ($19,230). 
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. FOOTBALL 
, Parmar Close iron Juvenlus 
MILAN, lialy: Parma threw open the ftalian title race on 
Sunday; when they came back to beat Atalanta 2-1 while 
leaders: Juventus were held 0-0 by Sampdoria. Parma 
dosed the gap on thie European champions from six to just 
four points — with five matches still to play, including the 
Parma .v. Juventus showdown. on May 25. Gianluigi 
1lenfinî, on joan from: AC Milan, gave Atalanta a 37th 
mînutê. lead, but Parma’s on-form Argentine striker 
Hernagi Crespo nodded in an equalizer after five minutes 
of first-half:injusry time. Enrico Chiesa got the winner in 
the 613k nimıuıte, reopening a. race which had looked over 
and dope with. Roy Hodgson’s Inter Milan stay third after 
losing 1-0:0 Vicenza Saturday nigh. ` 
. ` Celie Win Delays Rangers’ Party 
GLASGOW; Scotfand:. Rangers`were made to waît at least 
another’ 24- hours. before they could: celebrate a 
record-equaling ninth successive Scottish premier 
division, tife after rîvals Celtic beat Hibs 3-1 on Sunday. 
Caitic kept. alive their remote hopes of denying old firm 
rivals Rangers the championship thanks to two goals from 
Portuguese star Jorge Cadete and another from Paolo di 
Canîo. Rangers now need to take a point from their game 
against Motherwell on Monday to take the title. 
.New Champions IJeld by Caen 


PARIS: Monaco, who had: already dinched the French | 


league title 24 hours earlier when rivals Paris St. Germain 
were held to a 2-2 draw by visitîng Bordeaux, paid the 
price for lack.6f concentration in their home Sunday clash 
against Caer and ended'all square at. 2-2. Conaco twice 
took the lead — first through Nigerian frontrunner Victor 
ikpeba eîght. minûtes into the second half and then 
through’ late substitute Thierry Henry sixteen minutes 


1 ~i Frederic Nee making, it-1-1 in the 58th - 


immediate! : 
minute. aR Stephane Roche scoring the visitors sëcond 
goal in the 74th, The results left Monaco on 73 points from 
36 matches and Paris SL Germain on 64. In Sunday's other 
French first division match, Monaco’s neighbors Cannes 
forced a 2-2 draw with Strasbourg. 2 
. Suker Lifls Real Nine Poinls Clear 

MADRID: Real Madrid moved closer to their 27th Spanish 
league title an Sunday as two goals from Davor Suker and 
another from Roberto Carlos saw off Sporting Gijon 3-1 at 
the Bernabeu. They are now nine points clear of. rivals 
Barcelona. Champions-elect Real, set to lose coach Fabio 
Capello at the end of the season, could not afford to make 
any mistakes in advance of next weekend's trip to 
Barcelona's Camp Nou with their Catalan rivals still 
dingîng on inthe championship race. Bobby Robson's 
men face Extremadura away on Monday while 


third-placed Betis missed a great chance when they - 


managed only a. 0-0 draw at home against midtable 
Compostela. On Saturday, Deportivo la Coruna, had gone 
level on points. with. both Setis and Barcelona when they 
hammered. relegation-threatened Sevilla 3-0. 

Bayern Ifeld in Sir-Coal Thriller 


BONN: Bayern. Munich extended their lead on top of the 
Bundesliga to three points Sunday, put only after rescuing 
a poînt iıı the dyîng minutes in a six-goal thriller against 
cîty rivals Munich: 1860. Carsten Jancker, signed last 
summer from Rapid Vienna, saved Bayern with his first 


goal of the season two minutes from time as the title 


favorites came back from two down, despite having 
Christian Ziege and veteran Lothar Matthaeus dismissed 
for fouls in the final 20 minutes. The resuit leaves Werner 
Lorant’'s Munich 1860 în the frame to grab a UEFA Cup 


place, four points behind fifth-placed Bochum, bit more 


„` significantly pushes Bayern yet doser to their 14th tide. 
. Second-placed Bayer Leverkusen .on Saturday let slip a 


two-goal lead and had to settle for a 2-2 draw at Borussia 
Moerıchengladbach. شا‎ 
Belling Breulford Beat lhe Drop 


: LONDON: Two goals from Nigel Pepper and one from 
„ Tommy Wright ensured Bradford's survival in England's 
. first division and condemned Grimsby to relegation on 


Sunday. Bradford scored a cıucial 3-0 win over Queens 


` Park Rangers in the final league match of the season. 


ing and the Ir i, 


e 


than two hours of talks with :Egyp- 
late Sunday during which he 
strossed that “all options were 
open before us in the face of fsraelî 
action." 0 

Asked if he ‘expected Ross’ to’ 
carry new proposals to push for- 
ward the peace process, Arafat 
said: “I don't believe he will bring 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 
VELAYATIL...: 


eign Ministry directors. general, 
will hold talks with Syrian offi- 
cials on latest situation in the Mid- 
dle East and Tehran-Damascus 
ties. 


(Contd from Pg.4) 


IRAN-CHINA... `. 


agreement signed Sunday, both. 
cnuntri*s are to. have repre 
couu- 


sentative offices in the 


China has agreed to offer fran 


„ investments for short term, mer . 


N و‎ 
The visiting deputy prime min- 
ister of China and a Chinese dela- 


gation that hé was leading in |=: 


Tehran departed for home after 
having concluded the letters of un- 
derstanding Sunday. 


(Contd. from Pg. 10) 


MATSUSHITA .... | 


be in charge in broadcasting. 

BSkyB is currently planning 
to launch a similar digital broad 
casting project with Sory Corp. 
in Japan. 5 


BSkyB to Launch 
Digital TV Venture 

` Meanwhile according to a 
Reuter report from London, Brit- 
ish Sky Broadcasting plans to 
aınch 200 digital television 
channels in Britain combining in- 
teractive services such as home 
banking, . 


company Matsushita to fora 
British Interactive Broadcasting 
(BIB). 


٤ BIB"s main function would bbi ` 


Financial Times said. 

‘These would retail at £500 but 
at about £200 to get the boxes ap 
associated services on to ıe maf 
ket. 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 
CHECHNYA... 


Meanwhile Chechen warlord 
Salman Raduyev claimed respon- 
sibility Sunday for two bomb at- 
tacks in southern Russia which 
killed a total of four people and 


wounded 24 and threatened more ° 


violence next week in an interview 
with private Russian television 
channel NTV. 

“The explosions at Armavir 
and Pyatigorsk were perpetrated 
oa my personal orders, "” Raduyev 
said. 

An attack two weeks ago on the 
Armavir train station killed two 
and wounded nine. -: 

A similar blast Monday on the 
Pyatigorsk train station lef an- 
other two dead and 15 injured. 

Raduyev confirmed “having 
given the orders” to two women 


, Suspects detained by police after 


the explosion. 

“These two women have been 
arrested because of me. For this 
reason, I have officially warned 
Russia that if just ane hair on their 
heads is touched, I vow by Allah, 
Russia will regret it. 

“I wil use chemical weapons 
in revenge," he said. . 

The warıord also threatened 
fresh attacks in Russia next week. 

They would not be executed by 
Chechens, he said. “We're not 
crazy. We use Russians because 
many of them are poor.” 

Saturday, Yuri Shchekshîkhin, 


a joumalist for the weekly Novaya . ty 


Gazeta told Echo of Moscow Ra- 
dio that Raduyev had called him to 
say the train stations of Saint Pe- 
tersburg and Voronezh were to be 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 
EGYPT... 


dent Hafez al-Assad who voiced 
pessimism and said that “all the 
doors™ to peace were closed dırr- 
ing a press conference with 
Mubarak on Thursday. 

“I think that President Assad 
was right to say he was pessimistic 
but ... there are still some doors 
open,’ Mussa said. 

He called for stepped up 
diplomatic efforts, inter-Arab 


coordination and contacts with the 


European and U.S. parties to keep 
the doors open. 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat left for home on Monday 
after discussing stalled Palestin- 


ian-lsraelî peace negotiations with ` 


Egyptian President Hûösni 
Mubarak and Foreign Minister 
Amr Mussa. 

Arafat made no statements afer 
bis talks with Mubarak and de- 


„. clined to speak to reporters at 


Cairo international airport. 
On Sunday night he emerged 
from more than two hours of talks 


` with Mussa saying he did not ex- 


pect any new ideas to come from 


U.S. Middle East coordinator . 


Dennis Ross who begins 3 new 
mission in the region this week. 
Ross is scheduled to arrive in 
the region after a meeting on Tues- 
day between Arafat and Israeli 
President Ezer Weizman, hoping 
that their encounter will give a 


boost to his attempts to relaunch 


TEHRAN TIMES 


By way of conchusion, the next 
.president is therefore called upon 
to carry out fundamental policy 
changes to correct certain defects 
in the system. He should confront 
those who generate negative influ- 
ence on the country. He should 
spare no effort at disseminating 
Islamic values ard should not be 
afraid of possible failure. 

Saeed Keywan, a member of 
the dressmakers guild, says: “The 
present problems (facing the coun- 
try) are concomitant to the goals 
of development, but in due time 
remarkable progress will be en- 
joyed in the country as a whole. If 
the problems are solved after the 
next president cÖmeş to power 
then he owes it to the infrastructu- 
ral measures now being taken by 
the current government. 

“The next govemment should 
pursue the same path of develop- 
ment and construction. He may 
impose changes but the develop- 
ment process should continue. The 
next government should give pri- 
ority to the underprivileged and 
deprived strata. 

“The government of President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani has not de- 
tailed a definite program of priva- 
tization. We should have a law that 
will ensure stability in business. 
At present certain businessmen are 
facing bankruptcy and this is due 
to instability and fluctuations in 
market conditions. 

*“Controling price fluctuations 
depends on a large part on our 
ability to control foreign currency 
supplies and the latter depends on 
policies adopted by the Central 
bank. However, key measures 
havè been taken that bave been 
effective in controlling, to a cer- 
tain extent, fluctuations of prices 
this year.” . 

Mohammad Taghi Khaki, a 
newcomer who started his career 
in the bazaar six months ago, says: 
“Fhe next president should work 
only for the interests of the people, 
and at resolving their problems. "” 

Asked about his salary, he said: 
I eam 200,000 rials per month. It 
is not enough for a family that lives 
in Tehran. A man should carn at 
least 600,000 rials per month to 
run a family (here). The next 
president should remove the (sal- 
ary) obstacle." 

Going to other nooks in the 
bazaar, we reach a small shop 
(Hajreh) where we found a lonely 
shopkeeper in one comer. His 
shop was empty. The only visible 
lhings were the posters of 4 presi- 
dential candidate on its walls. The 
shopkeeper, Mahmood Donyar, 
says: I Have been working mı the 
bazaar for nearly 40 years. I kıow 
this candidate for many years. Î am 
acquainted with his father too. I 
think he is very suitable for the 
presidency." 

A young glassware seller says: 
“I have been working in the bazaar 
for nearly one and a half years. In 
my opinion employment is of vital 
Importance in this country. There 
have been many problems facing 
the young generation in recent 


years. Poverty will force some of 


them to earn their livelihood 
through illegal means such as dug 
trafficking. I earn 200,000 rials 
per month. There are several other 
youths like me. With such a low 
income they have to earn their 
livelihood through any of those 
dirty jobs." 

He goes on: “The next presi- 
dent should eradicate unemploy- 
ment. He shouid take this problem 
of youths seriously. Solving this 
problem will reduce corruption iı 
society. Fluctuations of prices 
have created serious problerns for 
the comtry. Those who are nın- 
ning low on capital are main los- 
ers, 


UN Humanitarian 
Envoy Goes to 
Iraqi Kurdistan 


BAGHDAD — UN Undersecrê- 
tary for Humanitarian Affairs 
Yasushi Akashi arrived in north- 
ern Iraq on Monday to inspect UN 
relief operations in the region, 
which is controlled by Kurdish 
factions, UN officials said. 

Akashi is to spend a night in the 
main Iraqi Kurdistan city of Arbil, 
controlled by the Kurdistan Demo- 
cratic Party. before moving on lo 
Sulaymaniyah, the stronghold of 
the rival Patriotic Union of Kurd- 
istan (PUK), said UN spokesman 
Eric Fait. 

The UN envoy is to meet the 
“local authorities and the repre- 
sentatives of UN agencies charged 
with distributing foodstuffs"" im- 
ported into Iraq under the oil-for- 
food agreement between Baghdad 
and the United Nations, said Falt. 

Akashi arrived in Baghdad on 
Monday on a six-day mission 
aimed at examining the logistical 
obstacles preventing the distribu- 
tion of humanitarian goods under 
the deal. 

Food and medicines have been 
arriving in Iraq under the deal 
since late March but have yet to be 
distributed because of logistical 
diffculties. 


2 Tionist 
Mercenaries 
Wounded 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon — Two 
mercenaries of the Israeli-allied 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) were 
wounded Monday in a roadside 
bombing in the Zionist state's *‘se- 
curity zone” in southern Lebanon, 
security sources said. 


The bomb went off as an SLA 
patrol passed by near the village of 
AFMarj in Israel’s self-declared 
“security zone, "" the sources said. 

No group claimed responsibil- 
ity for the attack. 

A number of Lebanon-based 
activists groups, particularly the 
Hezbollah, have vowed to con- 
tinue to fight Israel until it with- 
draws fram southern Lebanon. 

(AFF) 


(Contd From Pg. 2) 


POURSHASB... 


the Armed forces. 
During the ceremony, Shahbazi 
thanked Dadbin for his efforts in 


the grourd forces and Jescribed. 


Ebadat as a brave and unknown 
soldier of Islam. 


Brigadier General Shahbaz: 
touched on the “brilliant record 
of Pourshasb in operational, edu- 
cational and staff-related affairs in 
the course of the Iraqi imposed 
war arl called him a religiousy- 
committed, efficient and seasoned 
officer of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran Army. 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 
WHAT... 


, business and yous return of capi- 
tl. Today due to fluctuation of 
prices average investment profits 


` cannot be ascertained definitely." 


PAGE 14 jumps & others 


Al-KHALIL, West Bank — Israeli soldiers demolished four Palestinian 
homes in the West Bank town of AL-Khalil on Monday, saying they had been 


constructed legally, witnesses said. 


DOHA — Jordan's prime minister said an Monday his country would 
attend a mini-summit proposed by Egypt to help restart the stalled Middle 
East peace process. 

“We welcome (Egyptiar) President Hosni Mubarak's initiative to 
convene a summit of four leaders to bring the peace process back on track 
and we are eagerto attend,” Abdul-Salam al!-Majali told reporters after official 


employees of a France-based 


talks in Doha. 


MARSEILLE, France —~ Seven Afghan 


non-governmental organization (NGO) have been taken into custody by 
Taleban authorities in Kabul, the group said Monday. 

The employees of Afghanistan Vaccination Immunization Center 
(AVICEN) were among 25 arrested “without justification” on April 28, said 
the group's director Philippe Truze. Eighteen were freed on May 3. 


TUNCELÎ, Turkey — Kurdish leader Abdullah Ocalan has renewed a call 
to Turkish authorities for dialogue on bringing the conflict in southeast Turkey 
to an end, according to a text of his televised comments. 

“We are ready for dialogue, we have altematives. There must at last be 
a Turkish and Kurdish political solution,” Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK} 


leader Ocalan said. 


NATO, Russia to Meet Again in 
Bid to Formalize Relationship 


Russia, on the other hand, de- 
manded an undertaking by NATO 
that it would ““never'" make such 
deployments or install other mili- 
tary infrastructure. It also wanted 
NATO to be considered as “a 
bloc" in terms of the updating of 
the Conventional Forces in Europe 
treaty (CFE) currently under ne- 

NATO considers such conces- 
sions to be impossible without 
making the newcomers like the 
Czech Republic, Hungary and Po- 
land second-rank members of the 
alliance. 


However at the end of last week 


a visit by U.S. Secretary of State . 


Madeleine Albright enabled “pro- 
gress" to be made in the negotia- 
tions, both the Russians and 
Americans sald. 

Diplomatic sources here said 
that the “progress’”” resulted fron 
Moscow"'s accceptance that 
NATO could make no more major 
concessions. 


But with three wecks to gO, 
“much remains to be settled,” a 
diplomat said, adding that it was 
unlikely that Tuesday’s Luxem- 
bourg meeting would be the final 
one. 

arf) 


BRUSSELS — NATO Secretary 
General Javier Solana and Russian 
Foreign Minister Yevgeny Pri- 
rmakov will meet again Tuesday to 
try to finalize an accord which 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
wants to sign in three weeks. 

Eighty percent of the accord 
defining post-Cold War relations 
between Moscow and the alliance, 
against a background of NATO 
plans to expand up to Russia's 
borders, has already been agreed. 

This includes the definition of 
a new consultative mechanism 
with the establishment of a perma- 
nent NATO-Russian liaison com- 
mittee based in Brussels. 

Tuesday's talks in Luxem- 
bourg, the fifth encounter between 
Solana and Primakov, will try to 
resolve some key outstanding dif- 
ferences on political and military 
relationships. 

Up until only a few days ago the 
two sides were still far apart, 
while Yeltsin has already said he 
intends to sign the accord with 
NATO leaders in Paris on May 27. 

NATO had proposed writing 
into the treaty a unilateral declara- 
tion that it has neither the need nor 
the desire to base nuclear weapons 
or troops in the eastern European 
countries which will soon be in- 
vited to join the alliance. 


Death Penalty for Those 
Who Sell Land to Settlers 


in the sale of land.” 

Jewish setilements and right- 
wing Israeli organizations have 
sought in the past to buy land and 
houses from Palestinians in the 


West Bank and Arab East Bait-ul- 


Moqaddas, often purchasing from 
owners living abroad. 
Meanwhile, the Israeli govern 
ment has given permission to resi 
dents of the West Bank settlement 
of Barkan to add 150 new bomes 
to the community, more than dou- 
bling its size, a local official said 
Monday. 
Arieh Ofri, head of the Shom- 
ron regional council which is re- 
îible for settlements in the 
northern West Bank, told Israel 
radio that construction on a first 
phase of the expansion at Barkan 
would begin within weeks. (aFF) 


GAZA CITY — The Palestinian 
Authority will impose the death 
penalty on Palestmians who sell 
land in the West Bank or East 
Bait-u-Moqaddas to Israelis, the 
Justice Minister said oo Monday. 
“This is a very dangerous act 
and there bas been a decision to 
ban it by putting anyone who sells 
even a centimeter on swift trial and 
to seek the death penalty against 
them,” Frieh abu Middein told 
AFP. 
*““These people are traitors and 
Israel exploits them in expanding 
jts settlements,” he said, adding 
. thaf he expected a few land sale 
cases to come to trial “over the 
pext two weeks." 

The Palestinian Cabinet de- 
cided on Saturday to punish those 
“implicated directly or indirecly 


E‏ و 1 ا E‏ ا 
PORT SAID, Egypt (April 28): Hundreds of Egyptian rally in Port Said at the northern entrance of the‏ 
Suez Canal, around a model of Israelî Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu surrounded by his ministers‏ 
and preparing to slit the throat of a dove of peace.‏ 


(AFP PHOTO) 


Joseph Kennedy’s Political Star Dims 
in Massachusetts 


Some political observers say 
they may be less forgiving this 
time, 

“The annulment controversy 
underscored the notion that the 
Kennedys mistreat their women 
and act as if they're above the 
law,"" said John Kellogg, execu- 
tive editor of the Lowell Sun, a 
newspaper north of Boston. 

“Then the allegations about 
Michael seemed to confirm it all 
over again. AI the various past 
scandals get dredged up, and it 
remains to be seen whether Joe 
Kennedy canı be as resilient as Ted 
has been or whether he has a real 
problem on his hands, "" he said. 

But Lou Dinatale, director of 
the McCormack Institute of Poli- 
tics at the University of Massachu- 
setts, said the latest wave of bad 
publicity may not be enough to end 
the state's romance with the Ken- 
nedys. 

*“Fheir.. ghility to absorb hits 


„ and comêë back and win is legen- 


dary," hersal; 
(AFP) 
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The local district attorney is 
looking into the alleyations. 

A Kennedy victory was to have 

been easy, especially since Wil- 
Ham Wekl, Massachusetts popu- 
lar Republican governor, is 
probably going to be the next U.S. 
amhassador to Mexico. 
„ Bult Harshhargyer has become a 
formidable rival, not only because 
of the annulment controversy and 
Michael's problems but also be- 
causè of newspaper reports that 
U.S. Senator Edward Kenneêdy, 
Joseph's uncle, tried to get 
Harshhargèer a top federal job, 
clearing the way for his nephew. 

“I"m flattered, hut 1 intend to 
run for governor regardless," 
Harshbharger suid. “Basically, I've 
gotten what I wanted all along — 
an even playing field with the Ken- 
nedys."" 

In 1970. Massachusetts voters 
reelected Edward Kennedy to the 
U.S. Senate after he was involved 
in the drowning death of Mary Jo 
Kopechne in Chappaquiddick, 


` Massachusetts, 


IRAN’S ORI' GINAE HOESE OF 
AUTHENTIC JAPANESE CUISINE 
. TEPPAN YART 

. TATAMI ROOM 


WASHINGTON — The 44-year- 
old son of the late Robert Kennedy 
could become the first member of 
this legendary political clan to lose 
anı election on its home turf of 
Massachusetts. 

A recent survey by the Bosron 
Globe newspaper revealed that 
Joseph Kennedy, a Democratic 
candidate for govemor next year, 
has a 338 percent negative rating 
among voters. 

That figure means Kennedy 
likely will face a bruising political 
fight with another Democratic 
candidate, State Attorney General 
Scott Harshbarger. and with the 
probable Republican nomineê, 
Paul Cellucci. 

Analysts say a familiar problem 
haunts Kennedy: bad publicity 
surrounding Kennedy men. 

Kennedy's ex-wife, Sheila, is 


' on a national book tour to plug 


“shattered faith," an unflattering 
description of their 12-year mar-. 


`` riage and her failed bid to prevent 
` the Catholic Church from granting 


:her husband an annulment. 
. . Kennedy, 4 U.S. Congressman 
fom Massachusetts whose father 


` wes assassinated while rinning for 
` president in 196B, is now married 


to his former secretary. 

Then there’s the unsavory mat- 
ter involving his brother and close 
adviser, Michael. Reports say the 
39-year-old father of three had a 
five-year affair with his children’s 
babysitter that started when she 
was 14 years old. 


"Politically Balanced Visit 


The meetings could he inter- 
preted ax endorsing a wexk, possi- 
bly corrupt electoral system, 
Aguilar xaid. 


"The United States is tied (to ° 


Mexico) hecause it must show sup” 
port for Zedillo, while the Mexi- 


„ CA government is tied (to the 


U.S.) because it is increasingly 
dependent on its support from SUr- 
vival,” Aguilar said. 

Aguilar said that “whatever 
Clinton's message will be on the 
(Mexican) political process, either 
direct Or indirect, he will send the 
wrong message," 

McLarty admitted that Clin- 
ton’s trip comes as Mexico is “un- 
dergoing a profound period of 
change in the political system. "" 

And with a major shake-up ex- 
pected in the political make-up of 
the country dominated for nearly 
seven decades by the same party, 
the changes could be the most sig- 
nificant since Mexico’s revolution 
at the turn of the century. (AFP) 


oralty of Mexico City. The PRI 


also risks to lose several of the six 


governor seats. being contested. 
The White House — mindful of 


Mexicun concerns about sover- 
` êlgnty — has.preemptively denied 
: Clinton will use his two-day stay 


to advance any particular political 
2 E 
Clinton"s special adviser on 
Latin American affairs, Thomas 
MeLarty,. sald last week in Wash- 
ington that the U.S. president's 
meetings with Gppasition leaders 
“does.underscore that you have a 


: democracy (in Mexico) that is 


opening,.that İs strengthening, that 


` is more pluralistic." 


But Clinton's arrival coincides 
with criticism on both the political 
left and right that the government 
is retreating from its earlier prom- 


.. ` ises of reform and perhaps return- 


ing to old practices such as 
ballot-box stuffing, according to 
opposition Congressman Adolfo 
, Aguilar. 


MEXICOCITY —U.S. President: 
Bill Clinton will be walking. on 


j eggshells during bis trip bere this 


weck, trying’ to avoid. almost-cer- 


1 tain criticirmı here of hedlling in’ 
% domêsti polities. 


Clintons trip. bis first south of. 


“¢ the 3, Q00-kilometer (1: 8O0-mile). 
% border. that. separates, the: United 


States, and Mexico since .he took. 
office in Janmary .1993, comes just 
two months before crucial mid- 


, term elections ir which the ruling 
N, party’ appears kely to suffer: i im- 


Notuwanting. 1é appear o’ ê en 


dorse thie’ filing ` Tastitutional “. 


e Party. (PRD by his 


Hf the polls ave Correct, the PRI, 
in power nationally for 65.yèars, . 
could losê its majority in Congress 


for the. first-time in :the July. 6 
elections, as well asthe key may- 


Hong Kong Gets N ew Democratic 


Party as Handover to China Looms 


4 new party will give people 
more choice and that is something 
to be welcomed," said Lee. 
“When we formed the Democratic 
Party, we recognized that other 
democrats will not join us for a 
variety of reasons." 

He said he would “certainly’" 
cooperate with the new party. 

The Citizens Party intends to 
adopt a **“non-adversarial”" ap- 
proach to Hong Kong's Beijing- 
backed parties, Loh said, adding, 
“We will acknowledge ideas com- 
ing from other parties if we agree 
with tham " 

Shè said she envisaged a corm” 
petition based on “polices and 
ideas" with her adversaries and 
not on an exchange of insults. 

The new party aiready has a 


. logo — the Chinese character for: 


citizen and a check mark denoting 
choice on a green background re- 
flecting Loh'’s environmental con- 
cerns — but no office a5 it does not 
yet have the funds. 

‘The fundraising process is un- 
derway and we hope to be able to 
set up an office in July," she said. 

(AFP) 


Indian PM Hopes for Warmer Ties 
„With Pakistan 


Khan. As a goodwill gêsture, they. 
agreed to free several hiuicdred: 


fishermen detained fo. HHipally 


fishing in each other's viento. > 


During his one-day visitto Puin-. 
„jab. Gujral said India waped Paki. 2 


stan to thrive and as2 
increase tradè. : 
“Let Pakistan be prosperous 


a prosperous Pakistan WH be to: 


India's benefit," UNI quoted him 

as saying. 
Gujral said in a bid to .build 

mutual .trust he had allowed the 


` export of 14,000 tons of Indian 


sugar to Pakistan by rail. 


(Reuter) 


ry other democracy support 
„ Lob has refused to join the 
اھ‎ Tegistature appointed 
by: Beijing and will lose her seat 
when Hong Kong retıms to Chi- 
nese rule,’ But the Citizens Party 
intends to field candidates for elee- 
tions promised before June 1998. 


Loh said Hong Kong's politics 


1 should not be limita to a “chosen 


elite” of a chief executive and a 
handfiulof bureaucrats and VIPs. 

*“We reckon that the market for 
politics is not saturated in Hong 
Kong," she suil at a news confçr- 
ece. . 

, “Politics is relatively new. We 
are still at the stage where we are 
still asking ourselves what our val- 
ues arê.” 

„She hinted that the Citizens 
Party, which has 13 other founders 
— all active in social movements 
but newcomers to politics — 
might form a future coalition with 
Hong Kong’s Democratic Party 
led by Martin Lee, considered per- 
sona non grata by Beijing. 

‘Lee, whose party is Hong 
Kong’"s largêst, was among those 
invited to the party's launch Sun- 


in the capital of the Maldives, 
Male. 

The meting would follow two 
sounds of high-level talks which 
resı med in March after three years 
of bitterness between the South 
Asian 

It would be the first meeting 
between the prime ministers of the. 
two countries since April 1993, 
when Nawaz Sharif and then In- 
dian ‘Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao met orı the side- 
lines of a SAARC conference. 

` Gujral toll the audience in Pun- 
jab that as foreign minister under 
former Prime Minister H.D. Deve 
Gowda, he had instructed Indian 


` officials to refrain from, making 


critical statements vee Paki- 
stan. 

Last month before being named 
prime minister, Gujral held upbeat 
talks in New Delhi with Pakistanî 
Foreign Minister Gohar Ayub 


HONG KONG Tndependent 
legislator Christine Loh Jaunched 
a new Hong Koug political party 
that will take its place in the derao- 
cratic carup just. weeks before the 
British territory returns to Chinese 
rule. 

Loh, who was electéd to Hong 1 
Kong’s Legislativê Council in 


i * aji ma 1995; but wil cede her place when 


China” appointed provisional leg 
islature takes over or July 1, urged 


¢ Hong Kong's citizens to tukè con- 


trol of their own future, . 
“f people’ fall to seize the mo- 


1i ment and remain bystanders to the 
future, they will not be able to . 


blame a colonial: system any’ 
more," Loh said at the faunch of 
her Citizens Party. 

“The promise (by China) of a 
high degree of autonomy demands 
that we take on the responsibility 
for our own advancement.” 

China kas promised to allow 
Hong Kong.to maintain its capital- 
ist system for 50. years after the 
handover, but its decision. to rè- 
place the elected: legislature with 
an appointed:ene as raised doubts 
about its intentions. 


ihfe (OND pioted Gj as say 


The Press Trust of India(PTI) 
quoted India’s new prime minister 
as teling dignitaries in the north- 
err state of ‘Punjab that he ex- 
pected a: positive. result from the 
ans with. .Pakistani Prime 
¬ MinisterNawazSharif on May 12. 
Gujral .and Sharif are. to hold . 
talks ahead of a three-day summit 
of the South Asian Associztion for 
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Indian Temple Raises Millions Shaving Hag, 
NEW DELHI, bidia — Jndia’s richext isd fess: 
millions of dollars this year from aferings Ff heir 


a Venkateswara Temple im she sorter Zazoee 
earned about 65 niillicu rupeer ($1.42 million) i 
through the sale of kuman hair, Press Trust of idia a 


To fulfill their vows, millions of devotexa wla 


shrine every year shave their heads, maying Lk 
ane qf their most precious porcxerssous fo dhe Lond, 


NAY 


POINTE NOIRE, Congo (May 4): The participants of the negotiations between Zarin President 


agency reported. 


Kabila Gives Mobutu Eight Dayg 
foe Leave or Be Pushed Out 


infernafional NEWS 
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Mobutu Sese Seko and rebel commander Laurent Kabila gather for a press conference at the ed ol م‎ 


terjected the rebels” foreig Xi, 
affairs spokesman Bizim x, 
& 


ETA Bomhs Damage]: 2. . ا‎ 
Spanish Military Bast < 


ti 
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BILBAO, Spxin — A bon 
` fplanted by Basque soparati 


ceded hy a warming call to a 
paper in the name of ET 


gion. e 

Officials blamed Gare 
campaign of violence for BF, 
independence in 1968. 
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would be no cease-fire. 
**He has to chose to relinquish 
power, and he is safeguarded, or, 


he perishes with his power,’". 


Kabila told reporters in English a 
day after his return from face-t0- 
face talks with the ailing Zairian 
leader. 

At those talks Sunday aboard 
a South African navy vessel, 
Mobutu refused the rebels” list of 
conditions. The only thing appar- 
ently agreed on by the two men 
was that they would meet again. 


Meanwhile, Bill Richardson, 
U.S. Ambassador to the United 
Nations who was instrumental in 


talks on a South African naval ship. From left at the table are Thabo Mbeki, South Afican 
president), Mobutu Sese Seko, (Zairian 
Desire Kabila, (Zairian rebel leader), 


. LUBUMBASHI,. Zaire — 


Zaire"s rebel leader «told Zairian 
President Mobutu Sese Seko an 
Monday he .**perishes with his 
power"" or. hands over control of 
the cûuntry in eight days. 

Troops loyal to rebel chief 
Laurent Desire Kabila were re- 
ported within 100 kilometers (60 


. miles) of Kinshasa, Zairo's 


sprawling capital of some 6 mil- 
[ion people. 

After Sunday's first face-to- 
face meeting with Mobutu on a 
South African aaval vessel, 
Kabikr said he gave Mobutu eight 
days to step down. In the mean- 
time, the rehel chief said there 


Indonesian Mining Industry Stunned 
by Bre-X Report Results 


dominated headlines in the min- 
ing workd for the past three 
mouths. 

Controverşy has raged over 
claims and dochts' about a gold 
deposit it supposedly found which 
was said to have contained as 
much as 200 million ounces of 
gold. 1 
The Indonesian government 
said that it would take unspecified 
action if the Busang find turned 
out to be a hoax. 


Mines and Energy Minister 


la Bagus Sujana said if Bre-X 
statements that the find was a 
hoax were true, “the government 
will immediately take actions, 
whether it be sanctions or other 
actions." 

Br-X President David Walsh, 
۱ company boasted of find- 
mg the Busang deposit, admitted 
n a statement Sunday in Calgary 
that independent auditor Strath- 


sona Minerals Services Lil could - 
` Rot confirm the presence of gold. 


The report instead indicates 
dat the company’s belief azhout 
the size of the H reserve 
was based on aksified data." 


AFP) 


JAKARTA — An announcemênt 
by Canadian mining firm Bre-X 
Minerals Lid that its supposed 
discovery of the world's largest 
gold deposit was a falsification 
has shocked Indonesia's mining 
industry. 

Bre-x minerals, a Calgary- 
based company operating in 
Busang in east Kalimantan, has 


Polish Passenger 
Truin Crashes 


WARSAW, Poland — At least 10 
people diel Monday when three 
carriages of a fast-moving pas- 
senger train traveling through 
northwestern Poland jumped the 
track and hurtled into a freight 
train parked on a parallel track, 
Police said, 


._ A least a dozen people were 
injured, police said. There sould 
be even more Casualties, they 
said. 

"Carriages are Crushed, "" said 
police inspector Bogdan Michon- 


, ski of Szczecin, a northwestern 


city near the crash site, 


(AP) 


(AFF) 


Wish You Were Alere..8T Years Later 


COPENHAGEN — A letter posted in Copenhagen in 1903 
finally arrived at iis destination in April after spending 27 
years in the Russian postal system. 
The letter was mailed by ani cightyear-old girl in Agersted, 
The letter was sent by mistake to Tsarist Russia, from 
where it was sent back without comment to the Danish postal 


“We very much regret this delay,” wrote the head of the 
madl service for the northern Danish region of Frederikshavn 
to a relative of the nouw-deceased addressee. 


authorities last month. 


No Agreement in Korean Food Talks, 
But Both Sides Still Optimistic 


not enter into the suhstance of the 
matter. Without knowing the 
quantity and the kind of the relief 
goods how can we discuss about 
transportation?" he ackled. 

South Korea's Red Cross, 
which currently has 3.5 billion 
won ($3.8 million) in donations to 
buy food for the North, said it 
could not estimate the scale until it 
had an agreement on direct trans- 
Port and on monitoring the aid. 

(AP) 


Coal Mine 
Accident Kills 31 


o 
in East China 
BEING — A gas explosion at a 


The explosion occurred last 
Friday at the Nanxiye Coal Mine 
in Laiwu in eastem S 
Province, the radio said. 
A total of 31 people were 


dents, mainly at improperly 
maintained village level mines, 
killing up to 10,000 miners each 
year. 


(Reuter) 


might soon be sent packing. 
“Yesterday. (Sunday) there was 
a large arrival... of men, women 
and children that one might better 
call potential illegal immigrants," 
Napolitano said in a radio inter- 
view. 
“We will carry out investiga- 
tions, sending back those who 
have no evident need of protection 
or are not fleeing to Italy because 
of risk to their life, '" he added. 
(Reuter) 


NE 


ranged through the direct South- 
North telephone lines in 
Panmunjom (in the demilitarized 
zone dividing North and South Ko- 
rea), '" he added. 

Talks reached an impasse when 
the South called for an expansion 
of direct transport links but the 
North insisted on fit knowing 
how much aid would be provided 
and on what scale, 

“Regrettably, the talks could 
mot continue because the South 
Korean side did not specify the 
size or dates of shipments," North 
Korean chief delegate Pack Yong- 
Ho said. 

“We cannot say we are disap- 
pointed or satisfied...but we did 


BEUING — Red Crass delegates 
.from rival North and South Korea 
broke off talks Monday on direct 
delivery of growing food aid to the 
starving North without agreement, 
hut promised further negotiations. 

The landmark talks between the 
two sides ended without agree- 
ment on expanding direct Jêlivery 
routes from South to North Korea, 
said South Korean Red Cross Sec- 
retary General Lee Byong- 
Woong. 

"We did not get any single con- 
crete agreement...but both sides 
exchanged views in a good atmos- 
phere and promised to mewt again 
tG discuss the issues, "" Lee said, 

“The next meeting will be ar- 


UK PLedges Fresh Start 
With Europe 


new British minister and EU 
counterparts, Henderson said 
Britain wanted to make the Euro- 
pean Union more democratic, 
more open and more relevant to 
ordinary people. 

In direct contrast to the former 
ruling Conservatives he said the 
Labour government would end 
the British opt-out from the EU's 
social chapter, agree to move to 
more qualified majority voting in 
certain areas and would support 
an employment chapter in the 
new EU treaty to be adopted in 
mid-June in Amsterdam. (Reuter) 


Italy Repairiates 180 Albanian "Undesirables” 


some were immediately repatri- 
ated. 

“Two boats with 180 undesir. 
ables: ‘have left for Albania this 
morning," a coastguard official 
said, adding that five of the ship's 
crew had been detained in Bari on 
charges of running a lucrative traf- 
fie in refudees. 

Interior Minister Giorgio 
Napolitano indicated that many 
more from this latest wave of Al- 
banian immigrants to bit Italy 


of the 1,000 Albanians aboard ship irini wait to disembark in the Italian port 


BRUSSELS — Britain told its 
European Union partners on 
Monday it wanted a fresh start in 
relations and pledged to work 
with the EU not against it. 

“We want to work with you as 
colleagues in a shared enterprise, 
not using the language of oppo- 
nents. Europe, for the new Britsh 
government, is an opportunity, 
not a threat,"" Doug Henderson, 
Britains new minister for 
Europe, told representatives of 
EU states meeting to negotiate a 
new EU treaty. 

In the first meeting between a 


ROME, Italy — Jtaly sent home 
180 Albanians, classified as “un- 
desirables"", just hours after they 
arrived on a boat packed with 
more than 1,000 refugees at the 
southern port of Bari, coastguards 
said on Monday. 

A port official said the ageing 
tanker was carrying 1,229 Alhani- 
ans, including many women and 
children, when it docked on Sun- 
day. Most were sent to refugee 
centers around the country but 


ا 


e e 
BARI, Italy (Mı 


ay 4): Some 


of Bari. The ship left Albania May 3 to make the 230-lkilometer (140-mile) trip to lialy, after picking 
up is passengers on a beach on the norlhern coast. Dozens of lalian security forces and Red Cross. 
workers were present to receive the refugees. 


(AFP PHOTO) 


MAY 6, 1997 


TEHRAN TIMES 


“The removal of subsidies will 
be heated," added a diplomat. 


High Unemployment Is 
Major Problem 


Raising fuel prices could also 
prove to be a treacherous reform. 
In 1995 riots erupted after hikes in 
diesel prices. 

But perhaps the biggest obsta- 
ele is unemployment among the 16 
million people, expanding at a 
rapid 3.7 percent a year. 

Officials put the jobless rate at 
about 30 percent. 

*“Î have been looking for a job 
for a year," said Abdullah al- 
Roumi, standing on a corner get- 
ting a buzz from a‘ huge ball of he 
narcotic green leaf qat bulging in 
his left cheek. 

Diversification from oil and re- 
ducing state dominance of the 
economy are also prime targets. In 
January foreign firms signed a 
deal for a $5 billion liquefied natu- 
ral gas project expected to start 
exports of five million tonnes a 
year by 2001. 

Although a step in the right 
direction, the move into gas means 
Yemen will still be vulnerable to 
world oil price swings. 

What is important, analyst say, 
is to boost non-oil GDP, forecast 
to grow at a real rate of close to 
şix percent this year, driving over- 
all real 1997 GDP up five percent. 

Part of this will involve priva- 
tization. Yemen has taken the first 
move by selling 10 small firms. 
But offloading major enterprises 
like telecommunications, ports 
and the airline, although being 
considered, will take longer, ana- 
lysts said. 

Another integral part of this 
diversification is the revival of the 
port of Aden and the $500 million 
development of the Aden Free 
Zone to restore Yemen's position 
as a key staging post on the ship- 
ping route between Europe and 
Asia. (Reuter) 


Kernot warned that her party, 
which is strongly represented in 


.the upper house Senate, might 


have to move promptly to call a 
Senate inquiry into cross-media 
ownership laws. 

The signatories said they were 
not objecting to any proprietor 
owning particular papers or televi- 
sion station, but added: ‘*We say 
simply that too few own too many 
already and the number of proprie- 
tors in Australia should not be 
further reduced. 


"Australia is a country of many 
strong and independent voices. 
We believe it's your governments 
responsibility to see that those 
voices speak through a strong, 
competitive and indèpendent me- 
dia." 

Media Union Secretary Anne 
Britton said the letter was a clear 


indication that a broad cross sec- 


tion of the community was dis- 
turbed by the government's 
proposal to abandon the cross-rme- 
dia ownership restrictions. 


included raising the pricès of fuel 
and electricity, water and tele= 
phone rates. 

Since the program was 
launched, the country has made 
significant gains, according to dip- 
lomats and the World Bank. 

“Yemen has done well so far. 
It has pushed through the big eco- 
nomic reforms. The exchange rate 
has been unified, it has cut the 
budget deficit and inflation has 
been licked, °" sail Osman Ahmed, 
thè bank’s resident representative 
in Yemen. 


Climate for Foreign 
Investment Now Better 


Inflation slowed to {1 percent 
in 1996 from about 70 percent in 
1994, Ahmed told Reuters. “This 
year could bè much lower." 

He said Yemen had created a 
better environment for private in- 
vestment by deregulating invest- 
ment licensing and trade had been 
liberalized through the easing of 
restrictions. 

Yemen says it attracted $1.75 
billion in foreign investment sincè 
1992 and hopes tourism, despite a 
spate of kidnappings of Western- 
ers by tribesmen, will help the 
economy recover. 

Jt has managed to cut the budget 
deficit, with this year’s 313 billion 
rial budget forecasting a deficit of 
2.5 percent of gross domestic 
product (GDP), better than pre- 
vious targets. 

But there are potential mine- 
fields on the horizon as Yemen 
prepares to implement a third 
phase of reforms. 

It must convince Yemenis that 
cutting $400 million in annual 
wheat subsidies will deliver long- 
term relief from hardships. 


“The bulk of the subsidies 
benefit people other than the poor, 
including middlemen. What needs 
to be done is to cut those huge 
subsidies while protecting the 
poor.” Ahmed said. 


quire the Fairfax Press it would 
mean the two would control virtu- 
ally all of it with the exception of 
the Australian Broadcasting Corp. 
(ABC) which is currently in a bat- 
tle over funding cuts. 


The John Fairfax Ltd. stahle 
includes three of Australia's four 
most influential papers — the Syd- 
ney Morning Herald and the Age 
of Melbourne, both highly prized 
for their lucrative classi fed reve- 
nue, and the Ausıralian Financial 
Review. 

Signatories to the letter pub- 
lished by the Australian include 
former Prime Minister Malcolm 
Fraser and a number of his former 
ministers, Cheryl Kermot, leader 
of the centrist Australian Demo- 
crats, churchmen and Stars of the 
Arts. 


“Though we come from many 
waiks of lifè and all sides of poli- 
tics, wè share a common belief 
that Australia's mèdia will serve 
this country hest by being as di- 
vere and independent as possi- 
ther letter said. 


ble," 


SANAA ¬- Thirteen-year-old Na- 
beel Quhali says he"s been lunch- 
ing at the same rêstaurant nearly 
every day for the past three years 
— a grimy stall on a dirt lane 
wherè he eats a potato and egg 
sandwich for 15 rials (12 cents). 

The man who slices the pota- 
toes and sprinkles them with hot 
pepper for flavor complains that 
even bargains like those are pot 
turming over decent profits these 
days. 

“People eat here because the 
sandwiches are cheap. Business is 
50-s0," said Saleh al-Mitai, a fa- 
ther of four. *“There"s no work and 
people are tired." 

Nearby, black market money 
dealers stand idle at a busy inter- 
section, offering thick stacks of 
100-rial notes to motorists. 

But, unlike the days after the 
1994 civil war, few cars are stop- 
ping to exchange dollars for rials. 

The culprit, the dealers say, is 
recent political stability, a crucial 
ingredient in Yemen's drive to 
press ahead with economic re- 
forms, Ture foreign investment and 
bury animosity between North and 
South, which merged in 1990. 


New Austerity Measures 
Could Prove Sensitive 


Yemen may be scoring points 
with the International Monetary 
Fund, but the Middle East's poor- 
est state with per capita income of 
just $280 a year is hard pressed to 
tackle wide unemployment among 
one of the world’s fastest-growing 
populations. 

Upcoming austerity measures 
and efforts to cut heavy state sub- 
sidies could also prove sensitive. 

In 1995 Yemen, which relies on 
oil for 75 percent of income, began 
an economic reform package with 
the IMF and world Bank. 

A small independent oil pro- 
ducer with daily output of someè 
385,000 barrels, it has received 
soft loans from several states un- 
der the reform package which has 


SYDNEY — Eighty prominent 
Australians warned against a fur- 
ther concentration of media own- 
ership Monday as the government 
considers sanctioning a takeover 
of the Fairfax Press by telèêvision 
magnate Kerry Packer. 

The 80, representing a broad 
section of the community and all 
shades of political opinion, told 
Prime Minister John Howard that 
too much of the media is already 
owned by too few people and own- 
ership should not be further con- 
centrated. 

The government is close to a 
decision on whether to relax 10- 
year-old cross-media ownership 
laws which bar Packer from ir- 
creasing his 15 percent stake in 
Fairfax without selling his top-rat- 
img nine network BlBVIIGR sta- 
tion. 

Comments by Howard last week 
fired speculation’ that a takeover by 
Packer would be approved al- 
though Deputy Prime Minister 


` Tim Fischer denied Monday that 


any deal had been done. 
“Let me say the prime minis- 


` ter, at a right time, will announce 


whatever the government finally 
decides on these matters and there 
has been no deal — no deal what- 
soever,”” Fischer said. 

Rupert Murdoch already owns 
60 percent of the Australian press 
and if Packer were allowed to ac- 


Bre-X has dominated headlines 
im the mining world for the past 
three months, 

Controversy has raged over 
claims and doubts about a gold 
deposit it found which was skid to 
have contained some 71 million 
ounces of gold. 

The Indonesian government 
had no immediate comment Mon- 
day to the announcement. 

A spokesman for the Ministry 
of Mines and Energy said he had 
“no comment to make" and he 
would not have anything to say “in 
the near future.” 

The president of one major 
company involved n gold pros- 
pecting in Indonesia said the case 
was unprecedented. 

“It's incredible, this denial," 
said Pt Nabire Bakti mining firm 
president Alain Liger. 

`*“There have already been cases 
of tampering with mining samples 
but never on this scale,” said 
Liger, whose Franco-Indonesian 
joint venture firm is also prospect- 
ing for gold in Indonesia. 

“It is really amazing that no 
suspicions were raised during the 
whole affair,'’ which lasted more 
than two years since Bre-X first 
announced positive findings at 
Busang, he added. 
` Jakarta in February announced 
that Bre-X would have a 45 per- 
cent stake in the Busang project, 
the Indonesian government 10 per- 
cent, Freeport McMoran 15 per- 
cent, and Indonesian firm 
Nusamba 30 percent. 

Nusamba is run by Mohammad 
(Bob) Hasan and .iş majority 
owned by foundations controlled 
by President Suharto. 
aFF) 
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(MFN) status for Vietnam which 
would have knock-on effects for 
U.S. businesses here. 

Many companies are already 
preparing for that eventuality. 

IBM, Motorola, Ford Motor 
Company, Mobil Oil, Coca Cola 
and other fortune 500 companies 
have returned here and have the 
financial muscle and patience to 


` wait for their investments to pay 


off. 

But others have already 
reached the end of their tether. 

Bank of America pulled out its 
expatriate manager in January, 
while American oil company 
(AMOCO) closed its doors at the 
end of 1996 altogether. 


Chrysler looks.likely to follow 
suit and has reportedly scrapped 
plans to build a 192 million dollar 
joint venture plant which has yet 
to break ground. 

„ The largest U.S. investment li- 
cenced to date, a 247-nillion-dol- 
lar joint venture tourist resort at 
China beach, collapsed after bitter 
and irreconcilable differences be- 
tween Vietnamese and U.S. part- 
ners. 

“The danger is that people 
might lose interest and Vieam 
better watch to make sure the 
flame doesn't go out. If people 
don’t think projects will come to 


- fruition, they will move to another 


country where things can hap- 
pen," sakl Digital's Hickerson. 
AFP) 


`. World's S “Biggest 
Was a Hoax Without Pr 


quoted in his own company’s 
statement, spoke of his company 
continuing to do business, a pros- 
pect many analysts find inıpossible 
to imagine. 

“It's paramount to us,” he said, 


. to redirect our energy to protect 


ing the company's remaining as- 
sets for the benefit of 
shareholders.” 

Canadian and Indonesian offfi- 
cials are expected now to conduct 
one of the most thorough probes of 
any Canadian company ever-un- 
dertaken. 


And analysts said those investi- 


` gations are likely to include the 


„reopening of an investigation ir 
Indonesia of the death of Bre-X’s 


` chief geologist in Busang, Mike de 


Guzman, who reportedly leapt 
from a helicopter in a suicide jump 


. in March. 


Just after De Guzman’s death, 


` Strathcona issued its first report 


questioning the accuracy of pre- 
vious claims of the gold reserves 
at the mine. Freeport McMoran, a 
U.S. mining company brought in 
by Bre-X as aa partner in Busang, 
issued a separate report describing 
the gold finds as negligible. 
Indonesian authorities reported 


that they had found ã suicide note 


addressed by De Guzman to his 
wife, explaining the reason for 
taking his life was that he had an 
.incurable illness. 

It was later discovered that De 
Guzman, a Filipino, bad four 


` Wives — im different countries. 


Indonesian Mining 

` Industry Stunned 
Meanwhile according to AFP 
reports from Jakarta, the arr 


nouncement by the Bre-X has 
shocked Indonexia’s mining indus- 


: < US Business Still Hamstrung in iets: 


“This is Vietnam, and that is 
part of the equation, but only a 
part, `’ said Norris Hickerson, the 
Hanoi-based country manager of 
Digital Equipment Corp Interna- 
tional. His main concem is mOv- 
ing ahead on the economic front. 

So is Tony Salzman’s. As 
president of V-TRAC, the author- 
ized dealer for Caterpillar, 
Salzman says his business is ham- 
„strung by the absence of U.S. ex- 
port import hank (Exim Bank) 


` financing. 


“It's a terrible impediment. 
The U.S. is the only OECD coun- 
try that doesn't provide export fi- 
nancing support. The Finns, Brits, 
Australians, French, and Germans 
all have government assistance," 
he explained. 

Salzman is not the only one 
having trouble competing. 

U.S. giants such as Boeing, 
United Technologies and AT and 
T have barely made a dent in thè 
Vietnamese market because fi- 
nancing is so hard to obtain with- 
out Exim Bank, Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation Funding 
and other. U.S. goverment fi- 
nancing programs. 

Because Vietnam is a commu-' 
nist country, these programs can- 
not be unlocked unless Clinton 
waives the Jackson Vannik 
Amendment, which requires Viet- 
nam to show its citizens can e 
emigrate. 

That in turn would pave: the 
way for most favoured nation 


“A report by Strathcona Miner- ' 


trading, the Toronto Stock Ex- 


ANALYSTS: 


TORONTO —- What was hailed as 
; `. fhe world’s biggest-ever gold find 
,in the Indonesian jungle was a 
hoax of a size. “without precedent 
in the history of mining anywhere 
in .the world,” an expert analyst 
revealed Sunday. ا‎ 


3 als, «n independent analyst hired 


ا ا س و 
an economic ' gold deposit has not‏ ; 
bén identified in the . southeast‏ 
‘zone of: the Bišaig property, and‏ 
wilikely to be,'"' said Graham‏ 
Farquharson, vice president of‏ 
"Strathcona in.a brief statement.‏ 
“The magnitude of the tamper-‏ ` `` 
jig with core samples that we be-‏ ` 
Heve has occurred and resulting‏ 
falsification of assay values at‏ 
Busang, is of a scale and over a‏ 
period of mê and with a precision‏ 
that,’ to our knowledge, is without‏ 
prfécedent in the history of mining‏ ` 
‘anywhere in the world, °” he said.‏ . 
Until now, Bre-X officials had‏ 
stood by their claims that the‏ 
Busang gold field had at least 71‏ 
million ounces of gold and perhaps‏ 
as much as 200 million ounces.‏ 
Anmmouncing a stop to Bre-X‏ 


change said it was being imposed 

“in light of the extremely negative 

report from Strathcona minerals.” 
‘Bre-X president David .Walsh, 


HANOI— When President Bill 
Clinton lifted fhe economic em- 
years ago, U.S. business clamored 
تزا‎ for a place. on Vietnam's dance 
٠ But initial infatuation has given 
way to a sober realization that the 
young debutante can be a tough 
‘partner, Whose potential for .frus- 
tration and disillusionment is 
proving as strong as her charms. 
And while U.S. companies face 
“the same headaches as any foreign 
4 investor here — a thicket of bu- 
“5 reaucratic obstacles, .4 ‘capricious 
0 legal system and rarıpent corrup- 
tion —.U.S.: companies. say the 
absence of a trade agreement and 
access to export finance programs 
makes it extra tough to do busi- 
ness. ا‎ 
*“The pace of economic NOI- 
malization has been slower than 
anyone had boped and has made 
for a more difficult environment. 
U.S: companies are still quite far 
behind, "' said Virginia Foote, the 
Hanoîi-based president of the 
U.S.-Vienam Trade Council, a 
private bilateral trade association. 
Whats more, While business- 
men here acknowledge the sym- 
Bolic importance of the arrival 
next Friday of Douglas “Pete’"" Pe- 
terson as the first U.S. ambassador 
to Hanûi —hıe spent more than Six 
yêars as 3 prisoner of war in Hanoi 
during the Vietnam war — the 
Vietnam syndrome is not the is 
sue. 


according to. 
¬ Johaanèsburg’s wêekly-Mitl and 
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Winnie to Testify 


Richardson said he kad told 
the following senior ANC 
activists about circumstarces 
surrounding Seipeî’s. death, 
according to city press: -.. 


۷ Former South African 
Council of Churches head 
Frank Chikane, who is now 
the chief aide of Dêputy 
President Thabo Mbeki: 

4 Nthato Mollana, Mandela's 
former doctor, who row 
heads a large blisck business 


۷ And Beyers Naude,’ a 
prominent anti-apartheid 
activist and former Dutch 
Reformed Church leader. 

For her part, Madikizela- 
Mandela is no stranger to 
controversy — in 1994, sbe was 
fired from her position as deputy 
minister of arts, sciences and 
culture for defying Mandela's 
orders as president. 

Last month, Winnie was re- 
elected as head of the ANC 
Women’s League, although .she 
was challenged by. several. senior 
female ANC members supported 
by the party's leaderskip. 


Madikizela-Mandela was 
divorced from the 78-year-old 
Mandela last year after several 
years of legal separation; she is 
ıow reportedly “caslı-strapped 

. (and) has been in serious 
financial trouble ip recent 
years,” 


Guardian. 

Earlier this month, she opened 
a curio shop outside her mansion 
in Soweto and began selling 
bottles of soil from the garden of 
another house she once shared 
with Mandela. (AFP) 


ruling African National Congress 
(ANC), which Mandela leads. as 
knowing about the alieged 
cireumstances surrounding 
Seipei’s murder, the report 
added. 

Besides the Seipei killing, 
Richardson claims two youths 
who disappeared without a trace 
— Lolo Sono and Siboniso 
Shabalala — were also murdered 
on Madikizela-Mandeia’s 
instructions, the newspaper said. 

Richardson has admitted 
involvement in slitting the throat 
of a fourth woman, Kuki Zwane, 
who was accused of being an 
informer for police during the 


` apartheid era, the report added. 


The controversial ex-wife of 
Mandela is likely to be 
subpoenaed in the next few 
weeks, the report said. 

“In our own investigations 
into allegations regarding 
Stompie’s murder, we felt that 
we should call people associated 
with the liberation movement, 


uot excluding Winnie," Truth 


body investigations chief Dumisa 
Ntsebeza told the newspaper. 
The mother of Sono — one of 
Madikizela-Mandela’s alleged 
victims — testified to a Truth 
body panel recently that the ex- 
wife of Mandela was present 
when she last saw her son, 
according to City Press. 
Richardson, who spoke to 
Ciry Press from his prison cell, 
told the newspaper he felt 


“betrayed” by Madikizela- 


Mandela: 


“I now feel betrayed bacause 


since I was jailed, Mrs. Mandela 
(sic) paid me a visit only once — 
in 1994," Richardson told the 
newspaper. “Even if I am killed 
for telling the truth, T'I rest in 


peace.” 


Solar Temple Tragedies Could 
Occur in Belgium 


` . ‘TIANUSCTIPE entitled ‘Luc Jouret 


Stil Alive" in which he claims the 
gunuı asked him to continue his 
work anıd carry the torch,” said 
the report. 

*Denis Guillaume considers 
himself a modern-day knight. He 
is subject to risk or is a. potential 
catalyst, '” continued the report. 

Interviewed by RTV-TVI, 
Guillaume, who lives in southern 
Belgium, denies the claims. 

“I wrote a small novel made 
up of totally fictive elements. I 
amı not a member of the order of 
the Solar Temple and have no 
intention of carrying a torch for 
anything," he said. . 

“The commission wanted to 
find something, on the order of 
the Solar Temple in particular. Ii 
fact they found nothing but a sad 
man — me,” added the former 
soldier who did his military 
service with Jouret. 

The commission’s report 
echoes the warnings of a French 
lawyer who, in March, said that 
about 50 people close-to the sect 
are in danger irr France and may 
try to commit suicide at any timê. 

A total of 74 members of the 
cult are known to have died in 
Canada, France and Switzerland 
since 1994, with .the latest 
incident occurring in March this 
year when five people perished i8 


` a rural house in Quebec. (AFF) 


BRUSSELS — A member of the 
Belgian Commission 
investigating sects said Sunday 
that the presence in Belgium of 
members of the order of the Solar 
Temple raised fears that 
tragedies similar to the mass 
suicides in Canada, France and 
Switzerland could occar here. 
“A movement still èxists 
which means the same event 
could happen again,” said 
Antoine Duquesne in an 
interview for the Belgian 
television station RTV-TVI. 
_ The commission's inquiry 
into sects, published last week, 


cites Denis Guillaume, a close . 
friend of one of the sect's . 


founders Luc Jouret. 
“He shows an uncondıtıonal 
devotion to Luc Jouret ... in his 


JOHANNESBURG — South 
Africa's Truth Commission is to 
order the controversial ex-wife 
of President Nelson Mandela, 
Winnie Madikizela-Mandela, to 
testify about four grisly murders, 
three of which she is accused of 
ordering, a press report said 
here. 

The Truth and Reconciliation 
Conımission, which is probing 
apartheid-era crimes, will 
subpoena Madikizela-Mandela in 
connection with the killings of 
four youth activists, 
Johannesburg’s weekly City 
Press said. 

Included is the 1989 murder of 
Stompie Seipei, the teenaged 
supporter of the one-time 
controversial Mandela Football 
Club, whom Madikizela- 
Mandela was convicted of 
kidnapping, the newspaper 
n 

Winnie, who attracted fame 
for her vocal anti-apartheid 


protests during the 27 years her - 


husband spent in political 
detention, was sentenced to six 
years for the kidnapping, 
although the term was later 
scrapped and she was never 
jailed 

The man convicted of the 
Seipei killing, Jerry Richardson, 
who coached the Mandela 
Football Club, has claimed in a 
written submission that 
Madikizela-Mandela ordered 
that murder and those of at least 
two other activists, the 
newspaper Said. س‎ 

Richardson, who i i 
1ifë term for the Seipei killing, 
has applied to the Truth 
Commission for amnesty, the 
report added. 

He has also named several 
hE SiO EDE OPS BO 


٠ pcs of the public having 


“faith and trust” in accepting the 
conclusions reached by 
investigators. 


He said that every effort was 
being made be made “to explain 
every hole in the plane and light 
in the sky. "TI want to leave no 
stone unturned, look at every 
possible way we can look at it and 
then reach a conclusion." 

Several witnesses reported 
seeing streaks or flashes of light 
around the jumbo jet just before 
the explosion, which fuelled 
theories of a missile attack. 

An investigator who spoke on 
condition of anonymity told the 
Times that agents believe that the 
flashes of tight were part of the 
explosion of the plane, even 
though the witnesses said the 
lights appeared before the 


explosion. R 


Urdangarin Gets Engaged 
to Princess Cristina 


engagemeuu. 

*Weé are enchanted, '” Queen 
Sofiatold reporters afterwards. 

The princess, 31, whose full 
name is Cristina Federica Victo- 
rita Antonia of Bourbon and 
Grëece, met Inaki, 29, star of the 
Spanish handball team, at the At- 
lanta Olympic Games last year, 
where the team won a bronze 
meda}, AFB . 


MADRID — Spanish sports star 
Inaki Urdangarin got engaged to 
the second daughter of King Juan 
Carlos of Spain on Saturday in a 
special ceremony at the Zarzuela 
Palace in Madrid. 

Princess Cristina and Urdanı- 
garin, star of the Spanish hand- 
ball team, posed for the cameras 
in the garden of the palace after 
exchanging gifts as part of theîr 


trees — hananas, guavas, 
mangoes ... but they are all are 
out of season at the moment. 

‘fhe vısitors often leave small 
tips for the staff, but not enough 
for them to live on, or send their 
children to school in a society 
where parents club together to 
pay the teachers because some 
official is pocketing their 
salaries. 

The zoo has 33 staff on the 
non-existent payroll, but Ngoy 


"uml 


Then they took the bodies 
back to their post. Crocodile 
meat is a delicacy bere. 

The zoo is a microcosm of all 
that is wrong in Zaire. 

The staff say they have not 
been paid for the past year-and- 
a-half. 

The money for their salaries, 
for maintenance, and for food for 
the animals was budgeted, Ngoy 
said, but it did not reach the zoo. 

“It was cantrolled by ar 


Now, there are just 24 left — a few crocodiles, monkeys 
and baboons, an emaciated jackal, a tired chimpanze: 

left behind by a departing expatriate, and a Gabonese 
viper, in a glass cage. The aquarium is empty, and so is 


says that most have lost interest 
in the animals, spending almost 
all of their time growing 
vegetables to sustain their 
families. 

That leaves him with a core of 
seven or eight to look after the 
animals and visitors, but lacking 
basic equipment. 

Now, he hopes, everything 
may change. 

The rebels under Laurent 
Kabila captured this southerm city 
last month, and Ngoy has written 
to the new provincial governor, 
Gaetan Kakuji, to appeal for 
funding. 

The zoo was once “the pride 
of the city,.’" he wrote, but had 
been looted. 

“Now, it is completely 
abandoned and totally dilapidated 

.. a shadow of its former self," 
he said. 

“We seek funding, the 
authority to capture animais to 
restock the zoo, and a reasonable 
entry fee." 


Kalistrom made his remarks 
on NBC's “News Forum” and 
separately in an. interview witb 
the New York Times in its Sunday 
edition. 

“I believe it is less likely at 
this point that it was a bomb or a 
missile or criminal act but we 
can’t say for sure,” Kallstrom 
said, adding that the agency 
hopes to come to a conclusion as 
to the cause of the crash in 60 to 
90 days. 

“We have looked at every 
hole, every rip. and we see no 


‘evidence of high explosive. We 


see no evidence of a piece of 
shrapnel from a missile or a 
warhead going through the 
plane." he added. 

After exploding, the plane 
plunged into the Atlantic Ocean 
off of Long Island, New York. 

With more than 95 percent of 
the jet recovered from the ocean, 
Kallstram said that investigators 
have just finished the mock-up of 
the jet in the hanger at Calverton, 
Long Island, where 92 feet {28 
mtters)-of the middle of the 747 


„has heen put back together. 
“We are looking af all those 


penetrations again for the fourth 
or fifth time," he said, “We are 
looking at them in relationship to 
each other. I hope that at the end 
of this process, 60, 90 days from 
now, we wil] be able to say 
definitively what it was or what 
il wasn't." 


Kalistrom stressed the 


plans — E less kel. 


the section for «octurnal 


animals. 


individual, used for travel! ... 
expensive Cars ...” 

The entry fee to the zoo is the 
equivalent of 20 cents. 

That money goes to buy food 
for the animals, Ngoy says, but 
only 10 or 20 people visit the Zoo 
each week, giving it an income of 
around $20 a month. 

It survives — just — because 
those visitors are mostly the same 
people who return each week and 
bring food for the anirnals, who 
eat every two, three, or four 
days. 

Some of the visitors are 
resident expatriates. 

At least one is a hotelier, and 
fwo are in the meat trade, Ngoy 
says, but he cannot ask them to 
do more, to replace the 
authorities who should be 
providing the money. 

One regular visitor, a Belgian 
woman who has lived here for 
some 30 years, picks up the bill 
each time a veterinarian is 
needed. 

The zoo has dozens of fruit 


WASH INGTON — The FBI said 
on Sunday that mechanical 
failure likely brought down TWA 
flight 800 last July, killing all Z30 
peopie aboard. 

“J think that the evidence as 
we've developed it to date ... 
would iead the inquiry toward the 
conclusion that this was a 
catastrophic mechanical 
failure, '” said FBI director Louis 
Freeh on the NBC television 
broadcast ‘‘Meet the Press.” 

Freeh added, however, that 
neither the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation nor the National 
Transportation Safety Board, the 
lead investigating agency, had 
reached a formal conclusion on 
the midair explosion. 

**But the evidence is certainly 
not moving in the direction of a 
terrorist attack," he said. “Jt is 
in fact moving in the other 
direction." 

Freeh said the FBI hoped to 
make its formal conclusions by 
“mid to late summer" in 
conjunction with the safety 
board. 

The Paris-bound Boeing 747, 
operated by Trans World 
Airlines Ine., exploded shortly 
after takeoff from New York's 
Kennedy Airport on July 17, 
1996. 


James Kalistrom, the head of 
the FBI in New York, also said 
in two separate media interviews 
that two other theories — that a 
bomh or a missile blew up he 
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Zaire’s Zoo Animals Close [Truth Body to Order 
to Death 


LUBUMBASHIL, Zaire — The 
few animals remaining in rusting 
cages in the Lubumbashi zoo are 
close to death by starvation. 
The crocodiles eat stones to 
fill their bellies, and the monkeys 
are skinny-limbed and lethargic- 
In this overgrown 16-hectare 
zoo — founded by the Belgian 
colonialists in 1932 and once a 
showpiece — there are no signs 


` saying “Don't feed the animals." 
There were more than 1,700 1 


here in 1972. 

“Most died of starvation,” 
says director Theophile Ngoy 
Muana Bute. 

Now, there are just 24 left — 
a few crocodiles, monkeys and 
baboons, an emaciated jackal, a 
tired chimpanzee left behind by a 
departing expatriate, and a 
Gabonese viper, in a glass cage. 
The aquarium is empty, and so is 
the section for nocturpal animals. 

Some of the most spectacular 
animals went to the Kinshasa 
Zoo, Ngoy said, but he was not 
allowed to hunt for replacements 
im nearby forests, ‘for policy rea- 

When a deranged man jumped 

into the crocodile enclosure in 
November last year, the crocs 
dragged him under water and tore 
his limbs off, Ngoy said. 
—~ Visitors reported that to a 
nearby army post, and soldiers 
came and shot the four Nile 
crncodiles dead. 


Drugs Dealer Slips 
Through Greek 
Judiciary Net 


ATHENS — A major drugs 
dealer arrested in 1981 managed 
to avoid serving the bulk of his 
prison term after a judge forgot 
to sign a decree left Iying in a 
drawer, the press said Sunday, 
quoting a Supreme Court report. 

The court report stopped short 
of accusing the judge of 
corruption, but urged 
disciplinary proceedings against 
him and called into question the 
entire process surrounding the 
drug dealer's case. 

According to the report — 
which was ordered following 
press allegations of corruption — 
khe dealer, arrested in 1981 for 
possession of 2.2 kilograms (4.8 
pounds) of heroin and 28 
kilograms (62 pourds) of 
ecstasy, and sentenced to 16 
years in jail, served a total of only 
two years. 

Held for one year in 
preventive detention from 1981- 
1982, the trafficker was given a 
conditional release pending his 
trial. which finally took place in 
1995 after his lawyers obtained 
14 adjournments for various 
reasons. 

In 1995, he was sentenced to 
16 years in prison but was 
released one year later when the 
time limit for bhıs sentencing 


decree expired, after the judge 
over the course of nine months 
“forgot” to sign iL 

Greek media regularly 
çriticize the country’s legal 
system for bureaucratic 
sluggishness and ‘corruption, 
especially regarding the releaşe 
of drug dealers. 

Press reports have also said 
that there ure tens of thousands of . 
cases languishing in the courts, 
many of which have been there 
for over a decade, AF) 
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IN music one must think with the 
heart and feel with the brain. 


Dawn (tomorrow)... 
Sunrise (tomorrow)... 


1941 - Joseph Stalin becomes 
Soviet premier, succeeding V.M. 
Molotov. 

1942 - U.S.-Filipino forces on 
island of Corregidor in Manila 
Bay surrender to Japanese in 
World War I1. 

1964 - South Africa passes 
Bantu laws amendment bill. 

1976 - Earthquake strikes 
northeastern Italy, about 900 
bodies are recovered and 400 
people are reported missing. 

1978 - UN Security council 
condemns South Africa for 
invading Angola and demands 
withdrawal. 

1989 - Chinese. students send 
new appeal to government and 
Communist Party for dialogue ori 
their demands for democracy and 
an end to corruption. 

1990 - Bomb explodes on 
passenger train near Pakistan’s 
border with India, killing 12 and 
injuring 41. 

1991 - Yugoslav army goes on 
combat alert after Croatian 
protesters attack soldiers in port 
city of Split. 

1993 - Space shuttle Columbia 
and its seven-man crew take a 
detour and land in the California 
desert after a 10«day German 
laboratory research mission. 

1994 - Queen Elizabeth IH and 
President Francois Mitterand open 
the Channel tunnel. 
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WHO: Cancer Cases to Double in 25 Years 


particularly in regions which 
previuosly had low rates, WHO 
said. 

“Studies show that the 
incidence in women who migrate 
from lIcw to high-risk regions 
slowiy rises over two or three 
generations to Lhe rates of the host 
country," it said. 

This illustrated the importance 
of lifestyle as well as hormonal 
risk factors in developing breast 
cancer, it added. At least half of 
breast cancer victims survive at 
least five years after diagnosis. 

Chronic diseases can stem from 
a genetic predisposition, but 
lifestyle factors increase the risks 
— including smoking, heavy 
alcohol consumption, poor diet 
and inadequate physical activity. 

Prevention of high blood 
pressurè is vital in avoiding deaths 
from coronary heart disease, while 
high blood cholesterol levels are 
usually related to a diet rich in 
animal fats. 

*““Hypertension is considered 
both as a disease category and as 
one of the major risk factors for 
heart disease, stroke and kidney 
disease, ” it said. ‘The major risk 
factors are overweight, poor 
dietary habits, particularly 
excessive intake of salt and 
alcohol, and inadequate physical 
activity. 

“Lack of physical activity is the 
most prevalent modifiable risk 
factor in many industrialized 
countries," it added. 

(Reuter) 
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deaths, are those of the lung, 
stomach, breast, colon-rectum, 
mouth, liver, cervix and 
oesophagus. 

*“Thê most ominous trènds arë 
in lung cancer and breast 
cancer...as tobacco consumption 
is increasing in many developing 


` countries, the lung cancer 


epidemic seems certain to continue 
and grow. 

“Lung cancer is nat only the 
biggest killer and the most 
common of cancers — almost a 
million deaths a year and over 1.3 
million cases — it is also 
preventable," WHO said. Lung 
cancer is the most common Causè 
of death from cancêr in American 
women. 

**“There will be a 33 percent rise 
in lung cancers in women and 2 40 
percent increase in prostate 
cancèrs in men in European Union 
countries alone by 2005." it 
added. 

Giobally, 85 percent of lung 
cancer cases in men ard 46 pèrcent 
in women are due to smoking, 
according to WHO. Smoking 
accounts for onê in seven of all 
cancer cases worldwide. 

Two thirds of stomach cancer 
cases are in developing countries, 
with a drop elsewhere during the 
last 30 years attrihuted to better 


nutrition. China accounts for 55 
percent of all liver cancer, also a 
major problem in poor countries. 

Breast cancer is on the rise in 
most parts of the world. 


agency said in its anual report 
based on 1996 data reported by its 
I91 member states. 

*“The number of cancer cases is 
expected to at least double in most 
countries during the nèxt 25 
years,” it added. 

Yet, “the world health report 
1997: conquering suffering, 
enriching humanity” said millions 
of premature deaths and 
disabilities were largely 
preventable. WHO called for a 
campaign to encourage bealthy 
lifestyles and improve disease 
detection. 

The , report's focus is 

non-infectious diseases — cancer, 
circulatory diseases, mental 
disorders including alzheimer's, 
respiratory conditions, diabetes 
and disabling diseases including 
arthritis. 

Such chronic diseases kill more 
than 24 million a year, or almost 
half total deaths worldwide. Most 

' of the balance are caused by 
infectious diseases which claim 
17.3 million lives. 

Coronary heart disease is the 
leading killer disease, causing 7.2 
million deaths a year. The world's 
highest rates are now found in 
Eastern and Central Europe, 
according to WHO. 

Cancers which kill 6.3 million 
and cerebrovascular diseases 
including strokes, which account 
for 4.6 million deaths, follow. 

The top cancer killers 
worldwide, accounting for 60 


percent of all cancer cases and 
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. People’ in developing countries 
adopt unhealthy habits such as 
smoking and sedentary lifestyles, 
it added. 

„. “Dramatic increases in life 
expectancy, combined with 
profound changes in lifestyles, 
will lead to global epidemics of 
cancer and other chronic diseases 


`. o the next two decades,’" the UN 
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GENEVA. — Cancer cases are 
expected to at least double globally 
during the next 25 years, with the 
most worrying trend the numbêr of 
women developing lung and breast 
cancer, .tbe. :World Health 
Organization (WHO) annoumced. 
Circülatory diseases, incliding 
heart attacks and strokes, will also 


4 3& continue to rise, especially as 
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machines, Machinë : 
Tabriz Group througkrë 


ٍ 
: 
1 
1 
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„has succeeded to.change the] | \... 
lathing machine into special] | : 
lathe and mass prodice, The] | | 1, = 7 
managing director ‘of Mal | | ayy 2 
chine Sazi Tabriz. says, 
‘The’ control system en. 
ables the operator 1o.dè all 
machining operatioiis easily 
(in particular regarding 
mass production of compli 
cated and precise parts). 
Different operations can 
be carried out according ‘to 
the revised program through 


machine from viewpoint of] 
saving foreign currency can] 
be a good substitute for the 
expensive machines for pre- 
cise consumption in lathing. 


which has been recently 
manufactured in Machine 
Sazi Tabriz enjoys flat base 
and has the capability to ma 
chine the heavy parts having) 
50 centimeters diameter and 
about 75 centimeters length. 

Engineer Badamchi refer- 
ring to the characteristics 
and advantages of this ma- أ‎ 
chine said, ‘“This machine is] ; 
equipped with control sys-] 
tems, frequency convertor 
and Siemens AC. motors of] , 
Germany and the most pre- 
cise balscrews of Japan hash | 
the capability .to be used asf | 
reliable and proper machine 
tool for mass production of] 
precise and. sensitive parts. 
The advantages of this lath- 
ing machine are aãs-follows: 


* Spindle equipment o 
Germany’s Siemens 1 
motor and electrical 
gearbox ZF: 1 

* Spindle remote control] | 
by control system | 

1 1 

* Proper security lid for | jÎ , ® 
danger of removal of |: 
pieces and filings 

* ` Central lobiicalion sy 
tem for lubricating the 
main axle. and baj i. *% 

* Concrete base increas 
ing body’s aniti-vibfa” 
tion features and 
strengthening M& 


chine’s body. . 


, applying this system. This] | 


To reach self-sufficiency 


searching on the equipment 
required for the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran Railway, we 
found out that the mentioned 
organization spent a large 
amount of money to import 
its needed different sorts of 


turnouts. After surveying 
the issue, we concluded that 
the above-mentioned prod- 
uct can be manufactured in- 
side the country and as the 
first steps, we negotiated 
with the French company 
under the supervision of the 
two countries” political rep- 
resentatives. The outcome 
of our negotiations with the, 
aforesaid company was that 
the technical knowledge on 
designing and manufactur- 
ing different kinds of turn- 
outs would be freely offered 
to us just in lieu of selling 
some pieces and items 
which are not manufactured 
in Iran now, Receiving the 
license for making a con- 
tract from Economic Coun- 
cil as well allocation of 
foreign currency equivalent 
with 52 million dollars, a 
contract between Machine 
Sazi Tabriz and Ministry of 
Roads and Transportation 
was signed on manufactur 


ing some 900 turnouts 


needed by the Islamic Re 
public of Iran Railway. 

At present the contract’s 
pro forma has been handed 
over Bank Tejarat and the 
production line and also as- 
sembly line will be Put into 
Operation after 3 months in 
case of operı credit. 
Manga staring Latling 
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documents, surveying and 
final approving and then 
sending to the different sec- 
tions. 
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Engineer Badamchi ex- 
plains, *‘Machine Sazi 
Tabriz enjoys one of the 
most equipped and valid 
specialized training centers 
at associate of arts (AA) as 
well as bachelor of arts (BA) 
levels and performs its pro- 
grams in five sections and 
three courses. 

1- Mechanic engineering 
BA course 

2- Electronics, machine 
too! and repairs AA course 

3- Short-term intensive 
courses in the fields of com- 
puter, principles of manage- 
ment, etc. which are run if 
the manufacturing and head- 
quarters centers require 

4- One-year technical ia- 
borer-training course 

5- Short-term and me- 
dium-term statistics, pneu- 
matics, programing, 
language, etc. 

Meanwhile, the Training 
Center of Machine Sazi 
Tabriz considered some 
programs for increasing the 
skills of workers and staff 
which were materialized in 
the form of one-year train- 
ing, 294,000 people per 


hour and 181 subjects since ` 


last Bahman (concurrent 
with the Ten-Day Dawn). 


va 
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He added, ‘“When re- 


ing his explanations referred 
to the background and trend 
of receiving international 
Certificate of ISO 9001 and 
said, ‘‘The thought of re- 


| ceiving ISO 9001 Certificate 


for Machine Sazi Tabriz was 


strengthened one year ago 
and then the necessary stud- 
ies and trainings were made 
for the personnel to get fa- 
miliar with the culture of 
ISO and also some briefing 
and training courses in the 
fields of documentation and 
domestic auditing were ar- 
ranged that all the workers 
took part in. A year later, 
the condition of the com- 
pany and its rate of conform- 
ity with the ISO standards 
were surveyed and evalu- 
ated and after that we started 
revising the executive meth- 
ods which in this regard all 
the workers and staff par- 
ticipated in the training 
coursés as follows: 


Documentation training 
course with 144 people 
per hour 


Auditing training 
course with 176 people 
per hour 


Instructor-training BA 
course with 2,880 peo- 
ple per 
hour 


Personnel! general 
training course with 
12,888 people per 
hour 


In this regard, the Guid- 
ing Committee consisted of 
intermediate managers and 
under the supervision of one 


of them started revising the 


IRTRIOI 


. into international markets 


which can compete from 
viewpoints of quality and 
quantity with the similar 
goods of some states such as 


China, Taiwan, Slovakia . 


and Russia. 

At present, the countries 
of Japan, Germany, Italy 
and the United States among 
the developed states and 
South Korea, China, India, 
Argentine, Brazil and Tai- 
wan among the developing 
countries are the record- 
holders of the most amount 
of manufacturing high-qual- 
ity machine tools in the 
world but on the whole Tai- 
wan enjoys the highest rate 
of the sale in the interna- 
tional market. 

Machine Sazi Tabriz as 
the most giant machine tool 
manufacturing industrial 
unit of the country and the 
most active company in the 


field of exporting the afore- 


said products to the interna- 
tional market, has recently 
succeeded to receive the in- 
ternational Certificate of 
ISO 9001. On this occasion, 
Engineer Badamchi, the 
managing directorof the 
company took part in an in- 
terview and elaborated on its 
activities as follows: 


director of Machine Sazi 
Tabriz: “Machine Sazi 
Tabriz from the very begin- 
ning has manufactured all of 
its products according to the 
standards of Germany and 
former Czechoslovakia and 
it succeeded to obtain the 
Certificate of ISO 9001 
from one of the biggest 
credit bodies in Azar 1375 
and in this way the culture 
of ‘ISO’ was also considered 
in all stages of manufactur- 
ing, i.e. designing, manu- 
facturing, installation, 
running and after-sales serv- 
ices. _ 


1 
. Fe ian of estab- 
lishment of Machine 
[Sazi Tabriz Factory in the 
agreement of technical and 
jeconomic cooperation be- 
ftween the governments of 
jIran and Czech was imple- 
fmented in 1967 and five 
ji years later, 1972, it became 
إ‎ tional. 
١ Prr had been considered in 
j the first plan to manufacture 
j different kinds of water 
pumps, compressors and 
felectromotors as well as die- 
jsel engines. But later, the 
iproduction of each of the 
fabove-mentioned products 
jdue to increasing of activi- 
jities was handed over to a 
gcompany and Machine Sazi 
Tabriz continued its activi- 
J ties just by producing differ- 
ent types of machine tools. 
‘These days, the machine 
Htool industry has been faced 
[great and considerable 
changes and developments 
` throughout the world and 
the manual machines in 
1 many of the developed in- 
Î dustrial countries have been 
replaced with modern ma- 
chines. 
J Machine Sazi Tabriz also 
j in tandem with the modern 
jÎ machine tool industry of the 
world has taken necessary 
Î steps toward changing the 
H manual machines into NC 


The technological capa- 
bility and the superb prod- 
iiucts of Machine Sazi Tabriz 
has enabled this industrial 
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Engineer Badamchi adds: 
Today, countries Hike’ Turkey! 
who possess machine tools 
manufacturing factories, are 
suitable markets for Machine 
Sazî Tabriz products. It is ex- 
pected that, attaining the inter-.] 
national standards, the demand 
for this company’s products be 
ieTeased: in furure. 


According to the managing 
director of Machine Sazi 
Tabriz, in 1994 a contract was 
concluded between this com- 
pany and an Arab company 
namely Libyan Engineering 
Industries on putting into op- 
eration the molding lines of the 
Libyan company by the ex- Î 
perts of Machine Sazi Tabriz. j 7 
The contract has been materi- 
alized up to 80 percent, for the 
rest of which the experts of 
company travel to Tripoli 
every three months. 

In his recent visit to Libya, 
the Iranian minister of indus- 
tries, while visiting the activi- 
ties of the company there and 

expressing his satisfaction of j 
the contract, signed a long- j 
term bilateral industrial coop- 
eration with his Libyan 
counterpart. It was decided 
that full optimization of the 
molding lines along with train-f 
ing Libyan technical staff by 
the Iranian experts be the first 
step of the new contract. 


Quality promotion and varı- f 
ety of production, stands a 
high stand in Machine Sazi 


Tabriz. This is why to acceler- f 
ate the activities on research j 
and development „, new units 
have been created in the com- 
pany whose most important f 
task is to promote the quality 
of the products and give vari- | 
ety to its productions. : 

The managing director of 
Machine Sazi Tabriz adds: 
This unit has so far been suc- 
cessful in many fields includ- 
ing: optimization off 
production methods, promo- 
tion of the capabilities of the 
machine tools using state-of- f 
the-art technology, and in-f 
auguration of the new | 
production tines for the com- f 
panies and ministries. 


renovation of the factory's 
equipment and removing the 
obstacles are on the agenda of 
the company. 

To meet its objectives in the 
field of renovation in fuvure, 
the company has many projects 
under hand, including turning 
the couple furnaces into gas 
fuel ones, co2 production line 


` which is used in the factory, 


renovation of different parts of 
casting workshops, melting 
furnace, and thermo Opera- 
tional section. 

It goes without saying that 
accomplishment of the above- 
said project requires huge 
amounts of investments, It is 
hoped that the responsible 
authorities of the country pave 
the way for the renovation of 
this industry. 


During the last year, Ma- 
chine Sazi Tabriz gained much 
success in export field. Before 


` the winter of the current year, 


the company has exported 
pieces worth $2.439.000 to 
Turkey, said the managing di- 
rector of Machine Sazi Tabriz, 
adding: 

The statistics reveal Ma- 
chine Sazi Tabriz in the year 
1991 bas exported 91 lathing 
machines at $831,000 and for 
the export of engineering serv- 
ices to Libya the company has 
earned some 938,000 marks. 

According to Engineer 
Badamchi, Machine Sazi 
Tabriz enjoys a prudent man- 
agement. This is why the com- 
pany has programs under hand 
which lead to greatest share of 
international markets such as: 

* The plan for manufactur- 
ing railway switch point 


The reconstruction and 

renovation plan and re- 

viewing the production 

structure for productiv- 

itv. 

Designing and manufac- 

turing machine tools 

* Designing management 
information network 


As it was mentioned earlier, 
Machine Sazi Tabriz, paying 
attention to the requirements of 
international standards has 
gained superiority in the com- 
petition of similar Turkish. 
Chinese, Indian, and Taiwan- 
ese PrOĞUCIS. 


As far as chemical analysis. 
microscopic structure and mê- 
chanical characteristics are 
concerned, all pieces are qual- 
ity controlled to be according 
tO the requirements of the in- 
ternational standards, and the 
customers as well. 

The Molding Company of 
Machine Sazi Tabriz, in line 
with further promotion of the 
quality of its products, has 
spared no efforts to achieve the 


The Molding Company of 


.Machine Sazi Tabriz recently 


has expanded its activities tO 
out of Iranian borders and ac- 
cepts orders from foreign 
countries including: 

— Molding pieces for Tur- 
key 


— Right now we are busy 
model-making for compressor 
parts for Italian factories. 

— At present, also, the ex- 
pert staff of this company. are 
busy establishing a giant mold- 


. ing workshop in Libya, which 


was left unfinished by Euro- 
pean experts. The Iranian ex- 
perts are responsihle for the 
production and maintenance of 


` the workshop. 


Due to the importance of 


research and study in meeting 
the objectives of development, 
the Molding Company of Ma- 
chine Sazi Tabriz has taken 
‘technical and scientific coop- 
eration with the universities’ as 
one of its cornerstones. To 
.double the technical might of 
the company, investment in 
renovation of the workshops, 
and preparing proper fields for 
the relation of industry and 
university, we have concluded 
contracts with Tabriz and 
Elam-o-San’at (Science and 
Technology) universities to 
launch joint research projects, 
to the extent of the capability of 
the company. This joint coop- 
eration is both in favor of the 
industry and it provides finan- 
cial facilities for the promotion 
of technical-scientific se- 
searches i in Iranian universities. 


The Moiding Company of 
Machine Sazi Tabriz believes 


„İn the future of the Iranian 


molding industry. It tries to 
bring into conformity its facili- 
ties with future requirements 


of the country. In this line 


REESTEFETILESF] CLE 1 CBULES EH FITTEFTIKIESEEYILIEEFLFR1UFTEEEE LLI CHIU TREC} FELE NTTITTETLEPIFTERLCE LEN CEHRTEEFTITCENINECECCELE LU CIFEHTREETEELIEIMTTIILEEI BEETIFETEEEEI [IG KGLUUILSSELN 


some of them here: 


4 چ‎ Saz! Tebriz 
š5- Riachine Iz TEE 


Gran: All types of iron cast 
(gray and infrangible) and 
forge pieces of lathing ma- 
chines, milling machines, 
drill, grinding machine, tool 
sharpeners, etc..(almost 500 
types of molding and ironwork 
pieces). 

3- frarnisr 


Way: All types of rail 
break shoe 

3- Tencrats 
: Shoulders (malie- 
able iron cast) 


Cemp 


All types of water pumps 
S5- der: Various pieces of 
diesel gine. 


Making Cim pay: Various 
pieces compressors for this 


Fir: Vari- 
ous types of pieces for tractor 
engines (gray iron cast and 
ductile) - 


+t.: Molding 
iron cast pieces for the engines 
of this company {gray iron 


j2r sdk 2: Mold- 
ing pieces for under pressure 
irrigation systems 


Mr 
0 


arr 


Her hs 


Molding 
various pieces for refrigerator 
and freezer compressors, 

Front wheel 
disk, hub of Paykan (ductile 
and gray cast iron) 
: Paykan gear- 


e 


E 


box pieces (ductile and cast 
iron) 


5 23 Pisces 

۹ 2 ا‎ disk, hub, 

break drum (ductile and gray 
cast iron) 


5 


EAE 


Various 
pieces of betoneers and other 
products of this company (gray 
iron cast) 


tinier: 


Vari- 
ous parts of elevators (gray 
iron cast) 

13 hizire 4jau: Vehicle 
parts (ductile) 


E7- Schiaé ?rar: Various 
vehicle parts 
iê- tran arz: Various 


parts of harvest machinery and 
agricultural instruments (mal- 
leable and gray iron cast) 

$- hishya Gaz: Iron cast 
parts for fireplaces (gray cast 
iron) 

29- Bekpask: Iron cast 
„pieces for lubrication machin- 
ery (gray iron cast) 

3I1- Wagos Pars: Break 
shoe (gray i iron CaS) 


ducer of Machine Sazi 
Tabriz orders and other 
factories of the country. 


The orders received by 
the Molding Company of . 
Machine Sazi Tabriz are 
mainly in the form of 
technical desîgns. Theşe 
orders are designed in the 
` Technical Affairs Section 
of the company according 
to the requirements of the 
known international 
standards. Also the tech- 
nology of manufacturing 
each piece is determined 
in the şame section. Then, 
the orders are sent to the 
equipped workshops of 
„ model-making. In these 
workshops everything is 
prepared for manufactur- 
ing casts, wooden, resin 
and steel boxes, where the 
experienced and trained 
staff prepare the models 
‘and casts for molding or 
„ Îronworks of the orders. 
*- Molding is achieved by 
melting facilities (includ- 
. ing three 8-ton inductive 
, furnaces, and a 40-ton 
, supporting furnace). 
. . Casting is dore using full- 


` automatic, semi-automatic 


malding machines or simply 
by manual methods (depending 
on the piece). In all stages of 
production process, the expe- 
rienced staff make use of the 
facilities and services of the 
equipped laboratories. Also 
the quality control staff super- 
vise the products during the 
whole production process. 
Following peiletizing, 
grinding, and the final control, 


the molded pieces are sent to 


warehouses. 

* At present, Moiding 

Company of Machine 

. Sazi Tabriz produces 

various cast pieces of iron 

cast, lathing machineries, 

` drill, etc. for the orders 

received from Machine 

Sazî Tabriz. Aiso the 

campany molds various 

pieces of pumps,’ indus- 

trial compressors, vehi- 

` cles, tractors, refrigerator 

compressors, railway 

break shoe. traverse 

shoulders and various 
types of joints. 

* Appreciating coopera- 

tions and supports of Our 

customers, we introduce 


Oleg auc 


` ment and Renovation ûf Iracian 

‘Industries was designed and. 
founded in 1967 with the coop- 
eration and supports of Skoda 
E OF EEE) Czechoslo- 


: a jective behind estab- 
riehidg this giant ‘industrial 
group, which today is one of 
the prides of our Islamic coun- 
ty, Was to manufacture Vari- 
ous ‘machine tools as lathing 
machinery, drills, pumps, 


2 press, .compressor, diesel en- 
gînes, electromotors, and e. 


like. 


9 Orie of the most important 
sections of Machine Sazî 
Tabriz Factories ‘is 


moulding unit. 40,000 


sq.m out of 54 hectares 


total land area of the fac- 


tories, is. allocated to 
. molding workshops. 


* The capacity for work and 
production is so high in.’ 


the molding workshops of 


Machine Sazi Tabriz 


` ‘Groüp: These workshops : 
mannfactire semi-fabri- 
` cated products for Ma- 
chine Sazi Tabriz, 
including: cast iron pieces 
(up to three tons), mold- 
ng color metals (alımi- 
mum and copper alloys), 


ironworks oni steel pieces - 


used for manufacturing 
machine tools. The high 
capacity of_ molding 
workshops enables the 
company to manufacture 
` pieces for customers from 


outside .the company. 
With the expansion of the 
productive activities of 
these workshops and the 
ever-increasing demand 
` from outside customers, it 
was decided that from the 
beginning of 1996, the 
molding workshops and 
its affiliated sections — 
with 800 personnel — be 
recognized as an inde- 
pendent company. And 
now the Molding .Cori- 
pany of Machine Sazi 
Tabriz has been regis- 
tered as an independent 
firm which is directly re- 
sponsible for meeting the 
requirements and pro- 
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Job-Related Accidents, Suicide 


4 There are an estimated 160- . 
million cases a year of work- . 
place-related diseases, Sem 
ming from factors such as 
chemicals and biological 
agents in the air and noite, 
loss. 


VÎ lust five fo 10 percent of 
workers iı developing coun» 
tries, and 20 to 50 percent in 
industrialized countries bave 
access to adequate occupa- 
tional health services. 


Suicide leads to more than 
800,000 deaths a year. Ex- 
perts believe that many 
deaths attributed to accidents 
are in reality disguised sui- 
cides. Men are more likely to 


Matsushita to 
. 
Join Digital TV 
. . 

Project in Britain 
TOKYO — Japan's Matsushita 
Electric Industrial Co. and three 
British companies will jointly 
laıumch a digital television broad- 
casting business in Britain, AFP 
quoted the Nîhorr Kelzai Shimbun 
Monday. 

The Japanese consumer elec- 
tronics giant and its British part- 
ners — BSkyB, British Telecom- 
munications plc and Midland 
Bank — are soon to establish a 
joint venture for the project, the 
daily said. 

The new venture is expected 
to be capitalized at 103 billion 
yen ($817 million), with Mat- 
sushita putting up 10 to 20 per- 
cent of .the venture’s capital, the 
daily. said. 

An official announcement of 
the project will be made later this 
week with the companies cur- 
rently conducting final negotia- 
tions on the specifics of the ven 
ture, Nihon Keizai said. 

Under the plan, the new vern- 
ture is to sell set-top box adapters , 
that enable a broad range of in- 
teractive services for home tele- 
vision viewers, including In- 
ternet access services, the paj 
said. 1 

Matsushita will supply the set- 
top boxes and relevant equip” 
ment, the daily said. 

Through the new project, 
Matsushita hopes to become 4 
major producer of digital televi- 
sion devices for both satellite and 
terrestrial broadcasting, the Par 
per said. : : 

BSkyB, a pay-TV operator 


Rupert Murdoch, is expected to 
(Contd on Pg. 14% 


. Partially owned by the Australian 
. media group Newscorp, Led by 


in 1996. Incurable Alzhe- 
imer’s disease is the most 
common form of dementia. 
The condition also occurs in 
other brain diseases such as Park- 
inson’s disease, Creutzfeldt- 
Jakob disease and AIDS. 


۷ An estimated 45 million peo- 
ple are affected by schizo- 
phrenia, with 4.5 million 
new cases recorded last year. 
Schizophrenia, a disorder af- 
fecting mostly people around 
the age of 20, is characterized 
by distorted thinking, per- 


GENEVA — Pertinent facts con- 
cerning mental disorders, occu” 
pational health accidents and 
suicides Jisted by the World 
Health Organization are as fol- 


lows: 


۷ More than 40 million people 
suffer from different types of 
epilepsy, which is charac- 
terized by seizures with or 
without loss of conscious- 
ness. 


v An estimated 29 million peo- 
ple suffer from dementia, 
which caused 200,000 deaths 


Global Causes of Death in 
Developed, Developing World 


GENEVA — Global causes of death last year in the developed 
and developing world expressed in percentage terms according 
to the World Health Organization are as follows (deaths are 


1.2 
)1000( __ ا 
1.0 


would overflow and cause exten- 
sive damage. 

Plans are under way to set up 
Montserrat as another tax-free 
haven in the Caribbean with off- 
shore banking. It's hoped that 
construction will generate jobs 
and entice some migrants back 
home. 


expressed in brackets): 


Infectious and parasitic 
diseases 


vided 30 percent of income, have 
all hut disappeared. 

But moving north is a chal- 
lenge. It is rocky, hilly and lacks 
drainage far sewers. Montser- 
rat's government owns just 2 per- 
cent of the land and buying more 
is difficult. One parcel destined 
for housing had 17 co-owners 


ت 


“Every day 1 go to check on my animals. But amy pocket 
has a hole init. I don’t have money. And I can’t get a sale 
for my animals. All the butchers have left the island.” 


That optimism may defy the 
volcano"s hidden logic. But it 
keeps many residents going. 

“For me, 1 feel that with every 
shovelful of ash I throw off the 
church roof, Fm beating the vol- 
cano,” said the Rev. Larry Fin- 
negan of Sar Martin de Porra 
Roman Catholic Church. 


living in 14 countries. Other ab- 
sentee landowners refuse to sell 
or lease. 

Hoping to speed the process, 
Britain's Overseas Development 
Administration has established 
an office to process aid requests. 
More than $55 million has been 
spent or is in the pipeline. 

` ‘What you're faced with here 
is reconstructing an entire coun- 
try, albeit a small one," said the 
Oda’s Frank Black. “We 
wouldn’"t be putting in money like 
we arê if we didn't think it was 
sustainable." 

Officials have spent more than 
$460,000 to clear volcanic ash 
and mud from a river that runs 
through empty Plymouth — in 


case the volcano calms down and ` 


people can return. Left alone, it 
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Cancer, Heart Disease Cases Set Facts on Mental Disorders, 


to Explode Globally 


Developed countries, for their 
part, cannot ignore the dangers of 
infectious diseases, he said. 

*In the battle for the health in 
the 21st century, infectious dis- 
eases and chronic diseases are 
twin enemies that have to be 
fought simultaneously on a 
gloha!l scale,'" Nakajima said. 

While infectious diseases can 
be cured, and eventually, like 
polio. stamped out, chronic dis- 
eases that hit individuals are far 
trickier to combat. 

Developing countries can ex- 
pect to bear the brunt of the dia- 
betes epidemic in the coming 
quarter of a century when the 
WHO expects the number of peo- 
ple suffering from the disorder to 
reach 300 million compared with 
135 million today. 

Similarly, the scourge of men- 
tal disorders such as Alzheimer's 
disease, whose incidence rises 
steeply in people over 60. will 
make further inroads in Africa, 
Asia and Latin America where 
there could be more than 80 mil- 
lion victims by 2025, the report 
says. 

With such an enormity of 
health problems waiting to hap- 
pen, the report calls for urgent 
action with priorities that in- 
clude: 


/ The adoption of comprehen- 
sive chronic disease control 
packages tackling preven- 
tion, diagnosis, treatment 
and rehabilitation; 


۷ A global campaign to encour- 
age healthy lifestyles, stress- 
ing diet, exercise and 
avoidance of smoking; 


۷ Quicker research into new 
drugs and vaccines; and 


Alleviation of pain for those 
who cannot be cured. (AFF) 


tians want to stay here, '” said the 
appointed British Governor, 
Frank Savage. “The infrastruc- 
ture program will go ahead." 

None too soon for nearly 800 
people who have slept on cots in 
hot, crowded shelters and 
churches sincè anı April 3, 1996, 
ash eruption forced authorities to 
evacuate the southern third of 
Montserrat. 

The better shelters resemhle 
wooden barracks. In others, 
sheets hung from ceilings pro- 
vide a veneer of privacy. 

Four thousand people receive 
food donations and vouchers of 
$44 a month for adults and $22 
for children. 

“Nobody in Montserrat goes 
hungry. They are fed, clothed, 
looked after," Savage said. 

Still. despair afflicts the eld- 
erly farmers. many of them 
fiercely indèpendent, who lived 
off the volcano’s once- verdant 
slopes and expected to die there. 

A few still tend to the cattle, 
goats and sheep left behind. 

"Every day I go to check on 
my animals. But my pocket has a 
hole in it. I don"t have money. 
And I can't geî a sale for my 
animals. All the butchers have 
left the island, '" said Michael Ed- 
meade, 73. 

Dozens of businesses have 
closed. Tourists, who once pro- 


nıcable diseases," the report 
says. 

One key reason is that “people 
in poorer countries are HOW ac- 
quiring many of the unhealthy 
lifestyles and behaviors of the 
industrialized world: sedentary 
occupations, inadequate physical 
activity, unsatisfactory diets, to- 
bacco, alcoho! and drugs," the 
study says. 

While infectious and parasitic 
diseases claim more than 17 mil- 
lion lives in developing countries 
— representing 43 percent of all 
deaths in such nations — a quar- 
ter of fatalities today can be at- 
tributed to heart attacks, strokes 
and other circulatory diseases. 

Cancer is the third biggest kil- 
ler in theê developing world, 
claiming almost four million 
lives a year, the study says. 

Eighty-èight percent of. cervi- 
cal cancer cases are in developing 
countries as are two-thirds of all 
new cases of stomach cancer and 
85 percent of all cases of Oeso- 
phayeal cancer. 

Liver cancer is a major prob- 
lem in developing countries, with 
China alone accounting for 55 
percent of all cases. 

Worldwide, the most ominous 
trends are in breast and lung can- 
cer, which kill almost a million 
people a year. 

As tobacco consumption is in- 
creasing in many developing 
countries, the lung cancer epi- 
demic seems certain to grow, ac- 
cording to the report. 

*"Countries, particularly in the 
developing world, can no longer 
afford to deal with the two chal- 
lenges of infectious and chronic 
diseases sequentially, as in the 
past," Nakajima said, adding: 
“They must address them simul- 
taneously and the international 
community must help them to 
do.” 


since then. 

Only now — after scientists 
concluded the volcano could be 
active for years — are officials 
moving to settle permanently a 
sparsely populated ““safe'" zone 
in the north. 

The wish list to move the 
evacuated capital, Plymouth, in- 
cludes S00 homes, a new pier, 


GENEVA — Chronic diseases 
such as cancer and heart disease, 
leading killers in rich countries, 
wili strike hundreds of millions 
of people in developing nations in 
an unfolding global epidemic, 
warns a World Health Organiza- 
tion report issued here Monday. 

“The outlook is a crisis of 
suffering on a global. scale, '" 
WHO director-general Hiroshi 
Nakajima said. 

Some 24 million people die 
each year from chronic condi- 
tions, nearly half of the global 
total of deaths from all causes. 

Circulatory diseases such ds 
heart, attacks kill 15.3 million 
people a year, cancer in all its 
. forms 6.3 million people. 

The WHO's 1997 world 
health report warns that cancer 
cases will double in developing 
countries, and jump by 40 per- 
cent in richer ones with about 15 
million people expected to de- 
vèlop cancer by 2020, compared 
with about 10 people a year pres- 
ently. 

Although life expectancy has 
dramatically improved this cen- 
tury — to an average of 65 years 
in 1966 — increased longevity is 
a mixed blessing, and sometimes 
even a curse, as older people are 
typically more prone to diabetes, 
cancers and other chronic ail- 
ments. 

Third World citizens, who 
have traditionally been more at 
risk from infectious diseases, are 
increasingly vulnerable to 
chronic diseases as well, creating 
what the who calls a “double 
burden" of suffering. 

“Already, the outlook for 
most individuals in the develop- 
ing world is that if they Jo man- 
age to survive the killer infec- 
tions of infancy, childhood and 
maturity, they wıull become ex- 
posed in later life to noncomınu- 


British Colony Vows to Wait Out Caribbean Volcano 


OLD TOWNE. Montserrat — 
So far, it's a lopsided tug-of-war 
over land on this tiny Caribbean 
island. The volcano is mighty, 
but the people haven't totally lost 
their grip. 

Thousands have abandoned 
the island, but others in this far- 
flung remnant of the British em- 
pire are talking of relocating the 


Thousands have abandoned the island, but others in this 
farflung remnant of the British empire are talking of 
relocating the capital and the airport and establishing 
another harbor ãn a new offensive against the Soufriere 


water and sewer services, a hos- 
pital, roads, government offices, 
industrial parks and schools. The 
cost: hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars. 


That's a lot for an island 
smaller than Washington, D.C. 
just 7,000 people live here — 
down from 12,000 before the 
volcano spurted to life — most of 
them descendants of African 
slaves. 

Montserrat has become Brit- 
ain's biggest per-capita foreign 
aid recipient. 

“The British government will 
maintain its commitment to 
Montserrat as long as Montserra- 


Hills volcano. 


capital and the airport and estab- 
lishing another harbor in a new 
offensive against the Soufriere 
Hills volcano. 

“Someday we expect to leave 
this world {of hardship) and go 
back home," said Elizabeth Ger- 
ald, 82, a shelter resident who 
was chased from hèr plot of land 
more than a year ago by the vol- 
cano. 


Britain hastily prepared a plan 
to evacuate this Caribbean col- 
ony when the 3,000-foot (915 
meters) volcano first erupted in 
July 1995. But critics say it has 
dragged its feet in finding homes 
for the 4,500 people displaced 
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Number of Children in Japan 


Declines for 16th Consecutive Year 


increasing number of elJerly with 
a shrinking work force. 

The agency ssid children aged 
I4 ar younger now account for 
13.5% of Japan's population, 
down 0.3 percentage points fron 
a year earlier and the second 
lowest proportion among major 
countries. Only Haly, with 15.1, 
has a lower percentage. 


The Japanese figure compares 
with 16.3% in Germany, 18.8 % in 
Sweden, 19.4% in France, 19.4% 
in Britain, 20.7% in Canada, 
22.0% in the United States, 22.6 % 
in South Korea, 26.7% in China, 
33.5% in Brazil, 35.0% in 
Indanesia and 35.2% in India, the 
agency said. 

İn Japan, children accounted 
for 33% to 37% of the population 
up to 1955. (ap) 


TOKYO — Japan marks its annual 


children’s day holiday Monday 
with the smallest number of 
children since its first national 
census in 1920 - a consequence of 
a steadily falling birth rate. 

Continuing a decline for the 
16th consecutive year, the number 
of children aged 14 or younger fell 
by 320,000 from a year earlier to 
19.52 million as of April I, the 
government's management and 
coardinatian agency reported 
Sunday. 

Last year markèd the first time 
since 1920 that the numbetr has 
fallen below 20 million. 

In a country notorious for 
costly and cramped housing and a 
demanding school system, many 
Japanese couples stop at one child 
to hold down expenses. This has 
led to worries about caring for an 


Vietnam, Thailand, Singapore 
Ease Visa Requirements 


Vietnam agrecd to allow 
Singaporean passport holders to 
stay in the country for a maximum 
of 90 days without having to apply 
for a visa, the official Vietnam 
news agency (VNA) reported. 

In turn, Singapore will exempt 
Vietnamese officials and 
diplomats of visa procedures 
depending on their ohjective and 
the nature of their trip, VNA said. 

Meanwhile. Thailand and 
Vietnam have agreed to a 
reciprocal agretment whereby 
diplomatic and official passport 
holders will no longer need to 
apply for visas in advance. 

Holders of ordinary passports 
from all three countries will only 
have to wait two days for travel 
documents, VNA said: 

The new visa agreement is 
expected to give a boost to 
business and tourist travel to the 
three countries, which existing 
onerous visa procedures had 
hampered. vhservers said. (aFP) 


HANOI — The governments of 


Vietnam, Singapore and Thailand 
havè agreed to streamline and in 
some cases waive visa 
requirements for short-term 
visitors between their countries, 
reports here said Monday. 
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Death Threats to Australian 
Anti-Immigration MP 


two functions attended by 
supporters hèrè at the weekend. 

Police reinforcements were 
called in after an estimated 500 
anğry demonstrators at the Sunday 
event, İtı the suburb of north Perth, 
threatened to get out of control. 

Punches were exchanged and 
two demonstrators were arrested 
and charged with disorderly 
conduct, police said. 

Hanson said during the radio 
appearance she would not be 
deterred from the task she had set 
herself —~ “talking on issues that 
have previously been spoken only 
behind closed doors." 

She said: “We have a problem 
out there in the community. Lets 
discuss it, let's debate it." 

But she said: °“! deplore racial 
intolerance. I1 am calling for 
equality for everyone. Is that 

Hanson said a recent unofficial 
poli by her supporters in her seat 


of Oxley, in the state of 
. Queensland, showed she had 64 % 
support. (AFP) 


food Rains Again 
Nay Help India 


‘Méet food Targels 


NEW DELHI — Good rains 
against this .year could. boost 
India’s. foad production, a 
newspaper reported Monday. 

` Food production may touch 195 
million tons this year, about five 
million tons more-than last year, 
according to preliminary estimates 
by the Agriculture Ministry. the 
Economic Times newspaper 
reported. 

Calculations by the weather 
office have indicated that rains, 
will be good again, for thè 10th 
successive year, it said. The 
weather office uses a mathematical 
model of i6 parameters to 
determine the nature of the 
monsoon. A formal announcement 
is expected to be made at the end 
of this manth. 

The rains are expevted to hegin 
next month in the southem state of 


Kerala and move across the 


country by July. 

The official food grain target 
has been set at 193 million tons, 
the paper said. (AB) 


PERTH, ` Australia 
Controversial independent MP 


` Pauline Hanson said here Monday 


she has received three death 
threats amid growing protests over 
her viewş on immigration and 
aborigines. 

“The threats are from the 
radicals out there," the founder of 
the newly-formed one nation party 
said during an interview on a 
highly-rating commercial radio 
station, Perth 6PR. 

“But I am not going to wrap 
myself in a cocoon — j have a job 
to do." she said. 

Opponents have branded 
Hanson a racist because she wants 
a halt to all immigration to 
Australia and has urgèd a 
government overhaul of aid to 
aborigines. 

Hanson was pelted with 
tomatoes, grapes and sticks hurled 
by protesters as she arrived for 


Annan Calls on All Parties to Taire 


` Tulks fo Work Toward Peace 


(Sese Seko) and (rebel leader) 
Laurent Kabila have begun a 


`. dialogue on a peaceful transition 


of power în Zaire," lhe spokesman 
said. 1 


“But the work of manëging this 


` Process of change has just begun.” 


"The secretary-gêneral calls on 
all the principal players in Zaire, 
as well as on al] interested states, 
to continue to work together to 
assure a successful completion of 
the process leading to peace, 


‘democracy and prosperity in 


ire." 


Aunan also thanked South 
African President Nelson 
Mandela, U.S. Ambassador to the 
United Nations Bill Richardson, 
UN/Organization of African 
Unity envoy Mohamed Sahnoun 
and “the other heads of state’" for 
their work n setting up the 2 


UNITED NATIONS — UN 


Secretary General. Kofi Annan on. 


Sunday’ called on-all parties in 
Zaire and all “interested states” to 


. help ‘ensure’ ã ‘successful 


completion" of peaçe talks there, 

a spokesman for Anihan said. 
“The secretary-general is 

gratified that President Mobutu 


Small Investors Take Vietnam Labor 


.: Rights Back to the 19th Century 


done. 

“Labor relations have to be 
improved very much,” said Park. 
Consul Lee Nam Soo puts some of 
the problems down to the language 
barrier, as many South Korean 
managers have to speak to their 
Vietnamese staff through 
interpreters. 

Incidents involving South 
Koreans have included one in 
which a woman manager lined up 
and hit a number of her 
employees. The company was 
prosecuted and the womarr forced 
after receiving ã 
three-month suspended jail 
sentence. But the $200 fine 
imposed on the firm would not be 
considered a major deterrent by 
many overseas concerns. 


` Vietnamese officials insist that 
such problems do not occur at . 
every firm and in particular that 
larger companies doing business 
in Vietnam normally abide by the 
rules. And they insist Vietnam is 
keen for contact with foreign firms 
and the chance to learn from its 
more developed neighbors. 

But Le adds a word of warning. 
“Those management skilis that 
insult the employee we cannot 
use,” he says. 


` home 


were at foreign-invested firms. 
„. Phan Duc Binh, deputy director 


° of thè Legal Department at the 


Ministry of Labour, says in 
general the employers have 
themselves to blame. *“For most of 
the strikes the fault is on the 
employer’s side." 

Binh says the firms concerned 


` do not follow Vietnamese law, 


partly because after setting up 


. operations they contract foreign 


. nationals who are not familiar with 
thie laws they are supposed to abide 


As thé most frequent criticisms 


have been leveled at South Korean 
firms, Seoul's representatives in 
Vietnam have taken steps to 
„improve the situation. Total 
‘committed . South Korean 


` investment in Vîetnam reached 2.4 


billion dollars in 1996. 

The consulate in Ho Chi Minh 
city, where most South Korean 
firms operate, has had the 
Vietnamese labor code translated 
info Korean and is encouraging 
firms to introduce Korean 
language classes for employees. 

A labor attache has been 
appointed. Attache Park Deuk 
Whan says progress has been 
made but much remains to be 


Turkey io Hosî Summit of D-8 in June 


move towards greater global inte- 
gration. 

“This is not the creation of a 
separate political block as in the 
age of the cold war. Rather than 


` being #4 separate grouping; this 


work is a movement towards 
greater integration in the world," 
he said. 


Computers an Integral Part of 


Young Americans’ Lives 


the Internet and half said they had 
used it like a library to retrieve 
information, the news weekly 
reported. 

Asked about technology in 
»eneral, 98 percent said it 
improved their lives, according to 
the poll of 508 Americans ared 12 
to 17 done by Princeton Survey 
Research Associates. (AFP) 


WASHINGTON — Eighty-nine 
percent of young americans use a 
computer at least several times a 
week, and consider it an inteğral 
part of their lives, according 0 a 
poll in the latest edition of 
Newsweek. 

Ninety-two percent of the 
youths said that computers helped 
them learn, 6l percent had been on 


countries except Bangladesh. 

However, secularist Turkey’s 
Islamist-led government has come 
close to coliapse in recent weeks 
in a row with the secularist milî- 
tary. Any replacement govern- 
ment might not look so warmly on 
such close cooperation with Mus- 
lim nations. 

„Gul, a close aide of Erbakan, 
said the committee would produce 
concrete plans for projects in heli- 
copter and car production, textiles 
and agriculture. 

“The cooperation between the 
eight countries has started to yield 
fruit.” Gul said. ‘Jt has the aim of 
activating the market and buying 
power among these countries and 
cooperating In production under 
better conditions." 

An adviser to the Prime Minis- 
r told Reuters that Turkey was 
putting forward 30 projects rang- 
ing from thè manufacture of planes 
to light transport systems, trucks 
and textile machines. 

Gul said the gathering did noi 
have political aims and reflected a 


ANKARA - Turkey wili host lead- 
ers from seven Muslim countries 
in June for a summit on economic 
cooperation championed by Prime 
Minister Necmettin Erbakan, a 
state minister said on Friday. 

The grouping, known as the 
Developing-Eight (D-8), met in 
Istanbul at the start of the year to 
consider the potential for joint pro- 
jects in industry, finance and 
trade. 

Alongside Turkey, the group 
inğ brings together Iran, Egypt 
Indonesia, Pakistan, Nigeria, 
Bangladesh and Malaysia. 

*"The heads of state of the eigbt 
countries will meet in Istanbul in 
Jıme to begm this cooperation of- 
ficially,"" State Minister Abdullah 
Gul told journalists at the start of 
a two-day technical committee 
meeting preparing the way for the 
summit. 

Erbakan has given priority to 


° strengthening ties with the Islamic 


world since coming to power last 


„June. Soon after the formation of 


his coalition he visited al] D-8 


HANOI — towboy firms making . 


a quick buck from Vietnam’ 5S open 
door policy are forcing a litany of 
demeaning 19th Century practices 
on their workers, who are 
increasingly leaving in disgust, 
labor. officials say. ا‎ 
Tu Le, a senior official with 
Vietnam’s main trade. union 
umbrella body, characterises the 
firms concerned as ‘small 
investors who don't want to 


operate in Vietnam forever”... 


Smal firms from South Korea — 
a country recently paralyzed by a 
wave of strikes to protest a 
controversial new Jabor law —are 


being singled out as the worst . 


culprits. But Taiwanese and Hong 


Kong companies have also been : 


criticized. 
Le details a range of 


grievances, including pay cuts for 


minor “mistakes” Irke talking 
while working or failing to say 
hello to the boss. “Some workers 
may see their whole salary 
disappear for somme very small 
fault," says Le, who heads the 


legal department at the Viemam 


General Confederation of Labor. 
Not so long ago a job in ã 
foreign-invested joint venture was 
seen as a dream job by many 
Vietnamese. But now, fed up ark 
stressed out with the working 
conditions, mary are returning to 
jobs in the state sector where they 
are often paid just as much and 


treated better. 
Some .15%. of foreign 
companies in Ho Chi Minh city do 


not pay social security a8 required 
by Vietnamese law, Le says, and 


between 10% and 20% have no . 


trade rınions. They “intentionally 
do not understand" Vieman’s law 


on the minimum wage, Le says, 
which is set a! $45 a month for 
foreign firms operating in Hanoi 
and Ho Chi Minh cîty aud lower 


elsewhere. 
. n some factories,.workers can 


gû to the toilet only once during 
work hours. 

Other criticisms include arrears 
in paying salaries, failure to allow 
workers the four days off a month 
they are. legally entitled to, and 
making workers accept contracts 
to produce a given number of 
goods in an impossibly: short 
period. 

According to figures pùblished 
by the Lao Dong Union 
newspaper, 73 strikes occurred in 
Vietnam in 1996, anı increase ûf 
22% in 1995. Most of the strikes. 


Britain 


ا 
Ti‏ 


PAGE 12 ûtlvertisemen! TEHRAN TIMES 


Sales 6€ Renal 


Residential & CORREIA! Oy 


ی ایر ف ج 


IH REAL ESTATE Wi || 
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THE ULTIMATE IN REAL ESTATE | 180 sq.m, 3 n, 3 bedr ly 
- Î fum., 2 baths and other 
# 31, MODARRES & AFRICA lee 
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700 sq.m land, 400 b/ a, 4 bedrs, 4 baths, 
parquet floor, big reception, nice garden. 
Zat Fioor, Ko0.60, Maryam St., Aîrica Ave, 
Ta: 3056045 - 2054023 FEA: 23052344 
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Candidates should possess the following skills/experience: 
1. Good command of written/spoken English 


PLEASE BE INFORMED THAT P.S.O INTENDS TO TENDER THE 
` PURCHASE OF: CLOSED CIRCUIT TV EQUIPMENT. 

INTERESTED PARTIES ARE INVITED TO RECEIVE THE TENDER 
DOCUMENTS FROM GROUND FLOOR, SECTION OF TECHNICAL 
& ENGINEERING DEPT., NO. 16, SHAHID SAIDI ALLEY, BETWEEN 
NEJATOLLAHI & HAFEZ, ENGHELAB AVE.,TEHRAN-IRAN 
AGAINST A RECEIPT OF 50,000 RIALS PAID TO ACC. NO. 822 
WITH CENTRAL BANK OF IRAN TOGETHER WITH A FORMAL 
REPRESENTATION LETTER ALL WORKING DAYS FROM 9 TO 11 
A.M. BY THE DATE OF THE FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT. 

ALL PROPOSALS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED LATEST BY 10 A.M. 
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With Private Yard 


2. Quality control supervision for piping installations of above 
ground & underground pipelines for gas, water, compressed f; Es. 
air, oxygen, hydraulic and lubrication systems and furnace 
combustion systems 

3. Min. of 5 years of experience is essential 


ipijeanîs should sené their ©.¥. fe fex no. 8040515]. |g: 
07 20n 030571. 
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Audio, TV, video, camera, 
organ and piano, refrig and 
freezer, carpets, cloths, and 
other household SpRlanee, 


Ghaem Magham Farahani 


Apt, 220 sq.m, 3 bedrs, parquet flr., 
w. kitchen, full facilities, large yard, 


DAVAR Tring Agency 


TT, RES ze 
EET کے‎ j 
ھھے سا فت‎ 


Villas, Apts., phos furn. : 
LOCAL TIME ON JUNE 17, 1997. 2: 3527793 - 2297 Tel: 8717544 


ENVELOPES SHALL BE OPENED AT PRESENCE OF THE 
BIDDERS’ REPRESENTATIVES ONE HOUR LATER ON THE SAME 
DAY. 


FOR RENT : 
mbassies and Tradîng Cos.. 

Beautiful building on Vali Asr, Shemiran area, 

600 sq.m. 

Please send ineuiries 0 owner on fax: 2047365 : 


FARASS Tia 


With Tennis Court 


